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A-dlSj 4 <UjIJ-J lj AjjL*<2_i-l oL^ljjJlj <jU*e-a ^3 ^il A»JL2 j L« jli?£ y 

y La.}J^>- ^Lg-lij oIJ-A^AJ \jlju£- 4 LaLL^j Laj j^sjj I^xjjIjj Oj^SsJI oL*ZJo 4jjJbcd.l 
*LjI y Aj^SUl yjJL) y ^jJ^jJJ f^LoJoNlj *VjJl j*-*3 j ^S> ^ll 4 AjLJLJ^ 

AjjI */? >- oljj>tl4 y cJL5_>- If j-v^Li-l C^jjS Jls> C^>eJLaj OJl **)}y 4 OojSsJl 

. I <a\a\j ij ^JjL| Jj .5 y l^ULJLi y L^lL*?- 

oL^a'yij *1^1 j-U y ojlj_3 Lg_~w<dj ^ISo ajjJLII aa1?L*J| o^a y $ j_JLdl ^Jl 0], 

4 LgJjLw^j \^j[y-\ y> 4 lfS0L~«j Lgjjj-i \yyj 4 ix^»SJl o-> j5CJl oL^Sb IjJi»I p ^JUI 

4 0 jiJ 4 j*)L/? l^j\y%^aj A*j| jJl a1_*^J| ^^yS\j 4 y~^ O’^LvS’j Jplj j (^>^ill) £-j^ 

. b y - *p j Ljl^j ILa 

jj-s^aJl j!)b>- ^y* ixJLSJl oLJ-l y-j j\j> Ij ^^-*11 Ula OLS* 4 JjJLkdl UlA yj 

l ^ j yLL>-\ cLUj 4 oJjJjJI (LJjj^) y ybL«Vlj oLwi-l y>-\l*j* ^lOjl C-Jbt-**’ 
yj 4 L^ojj JbM LJLi- jv-U ax JJLlI ^Jlxll y j-JiSGl cJljl 01 4 ^j*>*_i!I *&y- 

0 j-$y ^^Lll Ojj.^ y oL-i-l j yflij ^^J-P AjjL*1I U j JJL jJj j j *, ^l l oJ«A ^ «„ ' > 01 J^L* 

. o^lJLifllj apL*J|j 4 A 13 Iji»j oj jhj y 2 jg*^ll jJl <wJL>- ^ll 4 a^-cjjIj <Jyj 4jJLs^L ^sJ>lll 

vXI-’L--4Jl^jwXO lL-J y*L*}\ £y Il ^ ^^ J^i. y*J 4 4^j>-L> ^y 10-A 

l_>t_-s^lj LLjUjI f y j A > ^3 ^ jJU 4w * ^ ~1 O^^J 01 — djljl J— s^^/l 0 JwA — a ^y 

! b 

LJl-^-j 4 1j_w?j L^-Li-S' j_^bx Sxj-^JI oL_J-l JaJjLu y y iajjl lx Lj>s-^Ij 

4 Aj^LyaXB^y Ij 4 ajj-JLJI <u-ojjJl oNL>t_^ y Jaj Lajj Co^501 lx bJj>wUj 4 b j -^ w^ j 
L jj^*>Uajl ^3 4_pjLjdl ^1 0 ^ Ij^LLJ I^jLjI j»L«l JUxil a-«j % >U1 a^0>jj>-'V I j 

. ioL^Id'yij 4^o-L*Jl AjUISs^^J AjI>-J^Ssj J-ilwwll j^>o A3*>b>-*Jl 

Ij a_p^xL 1 ^ axwLaJ 1 1 ^y Iaa O^^j ul ^ 1 | *La 

JpLiLi-lj 4 A^wS^ jLJI ji L-^wLLp 4 LjU-jI y>\^L-A Aj ^/3>s a 7 (^OJl *NjJlj 4-—i“l 
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oJut* ^o-X^Vl L-P J-^J b-o-Lp j 4 ^-p'JjLlil 

. L^-> ^ >wwv» f ob^^l Lv^S'^ c 1^ ^o^^bl 

i-L-qjj ^ jJL*-> Ji j-S-S'JllI ^ t Oj-oJ jl^-v?NllJ-A uLS^ J-SJ 

^^JLp IjJ-l ^JJl ^1 ^Sbll jil ^ j-Jt£)l ^jJ S_^Li L>-1>- ^i_J t j-S*^lb jLiJuJ.1 t 

. oJt*lll L^p-lCoj oLoi-l <L**Ja> (jiao c ^ylo jj J-<*-P (J*>b>- ( j-« ^s^lil CjjS” jljoj L^-a! 


Jj>-b ^Jl oLw*^jllj ‘CjojSLSl oLwaJ^JtJl ^ jr^t Lota dUS oLSj 

jt-A jj*j (l^Jta-j3l ^-Lj JpLjJl oLLj^jlj i>*Ldl ^ Lp-jL>-j C-o^SvJl 

jlJL-s^Nl I-La ^Jl oiLs^l j J-+&J oL> jJ ^ jt^joJ br oli^AJ t ta: a\a: c Ij_ociaI ^ JJl 

LpLJ? ^^Lp j^il j ^-Lll j5L)l oLiJl j-a ^Ij ^^Ipj <. Lp* -b-L*JL 4 j^jIj 

latf > 4_£ j~^j <■ <^iLijVl ojljjj t ^*>L_pNI SjIjj ^ill-LSj . jIU—s^Nl I-La ^3 4jLj>- jJ ^ 

. ^jJUjj j5bi J5* bc-*->- Lla I j-4>tlw-li C jJ—*Jl O-uj t C-o^SCJl 


A--J^llj t LoUajj-u ( ( j^UJjJ>“) j-JaJl i£jj >*-Jl (JdJJ-LS' jSwJIj 

J jJl}\ ^jj*j L (JJcJb <c5Llil <LJ1^jJ-l <C-*_x>jL|j t ^^Ll> 3 J - ^ LJLLj^J l 

. jJu~S\j ^jI C-JLw A^iS _Ia*A»jVl 

^Usj'yi 4_JlSCoN Low-^aj i^yJl ^^JLi-lJlj jl-Ls^Ni I-La ^y» ^j'bM ^U_JaJl 

. Lp-jU-J Oj^S 3I J^>-b O o^liNlj t aJlp 

^ ‘LoJlaJ Lc Co jSvJl ^s^li Leo plij JS\ - 4 JJI F«Li j|— ioUJl A^JaJl jo! J-*bj 
ji t jsijS/i iijj-ii f-ij-^ c?~^ N Lpi wLIjlxj t jj-^j 

1 -La l^pxCX (1)1 ^^1 • cj l^ " $L l ^c_>-L_Jl jl ^-a^L-Lj^I jl 

. U 1^_cjujj (JobjJl o-La £~^>- ^ ^ ‘W?of-bjlj 

jlpIj L*Uai^ La j*J?\j>%j lyLx* t Lg-w^LL LJj ; l^JU-^ o^jJ-p Co j5Ul cu-iLpj 

. 4j2j-Ls^2-11^ 4jL»j3—J1 viLl ^ ^^L-vJl^ ^L) 

JC/2aJ 1 ^Ijj ^j-- 0 dill J 


cT^J 

1 *-_a— 0^0 4 JU 1 JLP . ^ . 1 





SLujuUlg 


i»l jj j —5 . aAS* ^JiU ^^3 ^b-wo ^Jv? 3i oUjl>-jJ j-j>c_JI b^L*-^ 

A_Ojil Ao(3jUl J-s^J Ala g) J C <LujaJ| SjjjJj A_^i P-l Cy 3 ^U-iJl 

& jJ* ^3 ■ ^jj'j f 1 ^ J\ 5d^' h <3>J'j >i L5 5 *^' (Ji 

Jj>-b 1 g 2 .j^] g Jj>J a_JL<*J I j jSw»j 0 j-g-®j jjl y* ajjj j-^aJl Jl J-s^> 

Jito jJL>- (_$jj y* jlSvJ Cuj^il Ji* pLyj dlbj* ^5 sj ^ jJ^ t *1 

. Ocsjsj ajusIjAp- ^llll ^ j^Jl ^bAl Ij j& 

wL-*/3 ^Jp L^JLaI 4-JL>-L^ aj ^3 o-s^ 3 ojji aj>^J Ju3 oj^SsJI cools' wLaJ j 

L^Jl j^-La A-^-**ll ya A-u jJsJl ^1 jil Aj>CUj L« ^Ipj vllLo-^ % y i 

Cj jJJi ^J^l L -w>/3 JT bgj«« 0 j_*Ji j-*#*)! i y* A-p^_^o> t^o 

^Lp Lo S^_iJl ^ cuojSsJl jti'L^) dijL-o ^JJl y* aJL*j ^ g «bp LaISo- 
IjJbj- LgJjj *1 j_i3 Oj^JI JU 1^*3 JUS j^a*]\ SNj w\p-l ^ ^ ^ 0 _ \ A ^ ”1 
cij j.J.1 aJj jJI oJ-& oLjLJ jIj I Ua ( J-Jj \ * T Y ^»Lp 

. c_-o to 


- 8 - 



The Location of Kuwait 


The State of Kuwait lies in the northwest corner of the Arabian 
Gulf. It is blessed with a remarkable landlocked harbor which 
was the only first-class harbor serving the northern Gulf 
countries. Dhows arriving from India and south Arabia, loaded 
with rice, sugar, coffee and textiles, unloaded their cargoes 
here. The bedouins from the interior of Arabia visited this port 
regularly to buy their supplies since it was the nearest port to 
them and because the city merchants treated them with such 
respect. 

Kuwait, or Grain as it was once called, was only a small fishing 
village before a federation of tribal families from Arabia 
migrated to it. It was Al-Subah family, however, which gained 
the confidence of the people of Kuwait and became the ruling 
family. In a letter by Sheik Mubarak, who ruled Kuwait from 
1896 to 1915, to the Ottoman governor of Basra (Iraq), he 
declared that Kuwait was a barren land when his great 
grandfather Subah inhabited it in the year 1613. This is the 
earliest known record indicating the existence of Kuwait. 
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Location of Kuwait 
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The above map developed by the Ottens Brothers indicates clearly the border 
between the Ottoman Iraq and Kuwait. It is undated, but it must have been drawn 
before 1737. 
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«i_A J C y A \ A ^LiS' (jr-Jj) A_Jaj/ j Jj._$k l—oi' C j jSOl ijX-?- 

Sj—i'i ( j ^ (^-! ^n.ly ull 4_j^a} 1 iJU— iJ' J.y' J ... J lj jLaJl <u_mi J4_1oj 

. A . .~j t 


/\n enlarged portion of Ritter's map of Arabia published in 1818 shows the 
boundary of the State of Kuwait to include such places as Um Qasr and the 
Fao peninsula. Such a map proves beyond a doubt the sovereignty and in¬ 
dependence of Kuwait. 
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£-T>LJI J_J_9 u C..J 9 Si II 


4 j&e-j 1 a? l5* 0 * v -r?^* (*A (*^ 

^slj-iri-l jl! L&j j_*j c-o^SsJl ^/?jl ^0 axAijL-* ^3 4j jj| ol jJm jp 3 ^j>-j 

. SjjL>til ji?hil CU.C ajjJ' y! oULi^'V lj 

o^U jUl 3 j_>*j ^Js* Lg-J jliSfl j-p J 3 Jiii LSCLi Lai 

^ju AJaJlJ Aj jL^ Aja>c«4 ISQp cLL£ JjjJj . 3^UI Ju3 Y • * * ^1 _p- jojL/i>- 

^3 aJL^j <UUlp 0 j^S^I jXSw^l L^3 Liol Jij . JiljJl 3 *)Ajj p*cJl 

^ill 0 jjyJ^-\ o*i^ ^^Lp ^p^jlSLl ^-*^1 t ^tA-Al ^1 jJl ojJLil ajL^j (^1 y^ 

d)l ^-*-p ' (_/'»*'L T ^I L^jI^oj ^J| A-sLv^l i_ —iLp*I jL^-^ a_^)La»JLL <s^s>r—y^\ 
ojL>^i)l ( _^Lp (J^jVI ^ p-ljjJl Ljj-*^ ^ ^i^-Jajj^Jlj j-va-« l] ji^j (j^j ^j^sLxJl 

j^»Vl t j*#-** *lS jJujLva^L ^^Jol i <uJi jp j jj>JI 0 jl^ w?Lkjj 

jJaJl JjJi ^ oUa^^il ^x>-\S (LSLLs_3) ^ jjlSLl °jij^r j-* J-L ^jJI 

aJUJ'VI olpLl <*_4jb*w*j j . LgJl y*-& ^} ^IU*J <_$* ^$^1 ^ c cS^r* 5 -^ 

J «/7 >0 Uol . CojSLl JlAI Jp ( J_j jj L_£^Sw (jp“ Nj L-lL A_*J 0JwA ^3 

0j-SJl < lp a *l pJ 0^Jj-i-l 0JwA ^3 tjllg* ~ aa»N 1 (1)1 J^>-l>ci»l jL>Lp 0^J_>- 

. ^^1 ^iUJl j\ o^Jl JP~ ep^Ql JjVl 
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Kuwait Ancient History 


The first and most ancient settlement in Kuwait can be found 
on the small island of Failaka across from Kuwait Bay. After 
Alexander the Great ended his campaign in India in the fourth 
century BC, he established a colony on Failaka Island. He 
called it Ikaros, and a population of Greeks and foreign trades¬ 
men lived there with the original inhabitants. 

Competition among Egypt, Syria and Petra (Jordan) for sea 
trade, especially for incense from South Arabia, resulted in the 
victory of the Egyptian kings, after which the importance of 
Failaka Island as a support-post for overseas trade was re¬ 
duced. It was finally abandoned for a period of time until it was 
inhabited again by the people of Kuwait. 
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Prehistoric Kuwait 





c^^Ji - ^y\ iyjj 

•**-!** l-Aj l_£li J ' 4_*Jl3 J_>-b jjl tJLa *_* 

U__a J—?-b 2“^ ‘ L --«jj—-ai' J £j—£ J) J—^OJ '—<£ <_$—U' s ^'- i j-J' j'j-IaJ* 

• 4 JV' 4_J? JjiXMj c-Lait 


The Greek settlement on Failaka Island is situated just off Kuwait’s shore. There 
were settlements on the east and west of the island. The eastern settlement was 
the religious and administrative settlement and the western one was the civi one. 
The eastern settlement cconsisted of a fortress where two temples in Hellenistic 
style existed. The temple in the photograph is yet another Hellenistic temple, an 
earlier one dedicated to Apollo, wiht the altar on the right. 
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© M. I. - f**?' b'iJ 

j as- (Jj j. ji—!I'j \ ij—iyr J '—g-l£ gj-l' i-iUjJ' 

^ h <w—JLs)( OLiyb- ®JU* J_i« ^S jjJaiJl .^jJill jj-TV' jJu£Lm>V' 

JL_a? J_J j_« L_gi* ,jia_w is jj_ s*Jl jT L.ai' tC—ij^J' J 5_jr’^Jl OL^-I Lg; c-sLi 

.^jLw <.1—~.J jmi ^ ^?■ 

S/'/ver co/r>s were unearthed from Failaka Island. They indicate the adoption 
of the Greek currency at Ikaros (Failaka). Alexander's name is found on 
many of these coins. Others represent Antiochus III, the Seleucid King, as 
well as names of princes in eastern Arabia. The most recent coins found date 
to 140 BC. 
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kc JXU ^ jN I ^Jl ^ J* £*> ^ 

tj£s (_£Jill ^»Jl i aJL~*J.I i_jL*k ir° f-'k ^ *\j>*-*d\-* ■ oLJ-l 

JaI jLj>\ IJJ L-ijib x ^ ! ' <j^ k“*-J °-k-^ (^ <Li -^ u* 

Ja! ^w=> oJlJI t yi . iJbwUi Oslo j\ aj j*_^La- ^rkaJjlj OjjS^JI 

Ij — ../i t* JUxil Qa ^ j->- Ojjiaj 4 liiU-^'iM . A ..,. k A_o'>^ kk C-Jj5sJl 

j-^r Ia u^~J ■ jJjJJl l _ s k- (j^j—^ kk-* 

(_ylj -»j - ka — >-»J ^^=-J' ®j-4^' t>*-*~^ t}~^ ^ 

.^rS Nl jbojVl aJj_*_«_~j IjjLS^ U dili (_s-k 4 l _$j->-'i! 

^ j ... ' 1 f-Luj c- h ,/»l l ^LS 40oj-$sJl aj ^Lw^Jl jl ^ -Lx-^N lj 

^Jlp A_pb_s<S> 4lJ-^>J J~>- . J^Jtj AiiJl A^JwiJl A^pl^lJl 

iww-jil o*>L>-jJLJ KjlkJl ^jJl» I j ^w> ‘012 j)M ,>® aJ^ 

oL^a ^3 jUo^AJ A_aI j_Jj Ak_~o ., ^ 9 1 Ajl CU-jli 4 ■^-51 (_S J ^J'' > t_sH 

. kkJj 


A Friendly Alliance with the Sea 


Living in the desert by the sea, the people of old Kuwait had to 
look to other countries to meet their need for supplies. They 
built ships and sailed them to countries more resourceful than 
Kuwait, such as India, Iraq and Persia. It became a small 
maritime nation of traders and sailors that became known in 
most of the ports in the Indian Ocean and the Arabian Sea. 
Every year the stately sailing booms left the city port bound for 
south Arabia, the west coast of India and the east coast of 
Africa. They carried cargoes of dates from Shatt-al-Arab and 
returned with cargoes of rice, timber and spices. Many Kuwaitis 
went pearling in the Gulf waters during the summer, enduring 
such hardships as only pearl divers knew, and maintained local 
trade among the ports of Arabia and Persia. It was this strong 
bond with the sea that characterized the people of old Kuwait 
and filled them with hope and courage. 
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City Location 


£-5 JA 



© N.M.M. 


cOiJl iJL-ft j —a j j—j_P L$Jj AOUiiJ C—£4—jA-J U-^A 

^ Lp jg->Jb Jjj Lgj ^p J,) 5_jJd1 3j-*> j-* ij^ y 

J laj 0? Jjl £ 4-JlS^j 1 j^L -j ^—!lj 4-jjJj Oj-j JJflj Lgii>j . Lgpl 

A^JL-^j *1A J—^ «^b-LA 4 _*aUSM OJ-JJ j-*J' Jy.J A-J 

^_Jp 4—jJdl SL-j^-l yt\ Ixo jw\ J _*Jl U—a ^_Jpj ,^j*lJIj j^L-Jl 

jJ*>L^a j*i 'j fei c4_ a.j a jj_p j-a Ji Jail jl_S" c o j_S? Jjili jLS' LaJiTj . L^yuJa 
L_?-L^ 1—^Jlfr Ojj—C d—-?■ j__« l^iji ^g:fl .~; j-»> jJ' OjJUaaj LgiJalij ji—J' 

j*Jl-> J—ij i?L_(j .^ijL_yi J] Oj-ij-w t 1 -*- 4 ^Jj—'' j! (*-f^Jj^ 

. A-Jlill Xjt- 4_jf ji c«j/ j( Jj^ - 


Kuwait City as seen from the anchorage, clusters of houses crowded one 
above the other, as if trying to catch the slightest sea-breeze. In front of them 
stood rows of sailing ships, some floating on the surface of the water, others 
on the shore with their sterns hanging over the street and their hulls nearly 
touching one another. Between these houses and the beach, a narrow and 
busy main street runs from east to west of the city. 
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L$Jp J_4lj Jl d_^5 > Li 4 _jja] 1 <u_i «.t jj^p j-a a «L» j^Jt 

j—a '. I' Lftjj — mi 4_! jO_j Jy-P- VJ LgJ] 4_I ypy V «.' 

J—&' 6» L A ^£0—J' (LJL«J') j^..«J' '*LA t j-A j ^1at 5 jj .^all 4J_& Jl 

j_^9 L_£jLj jj—-J' U_ft _ j ,«JiJL ?-j j-» ^ gr.i-U 4_iU^- \ ^ t * ^Lfr C-Jj^J' 

(J—A' *—«<jL-«J j*——i ‘* > < '-*'>*! J—fc*J' ^3 j*s—mi(j ;—ft ^ YT A ^L£ O' ■ ifT4j j j "■ ^3 

.f.1 j_a Li ^iLiJ' jJait-' (j_« i CLo .!.»■■» ^pp- <u_mi' j>~ Cjj£J' 


/A wall surrounded Kuwait City, stretching from shore to shore was built in 
1920 to keep the desert invaders out. Made of coral rocks and mud bricks, 
its 6.5 kilometers were interspersed with thirty-one towers. It has five gates, 
some of which witnessed constant comings and goings of camels and cara¬ 
vans through them. 
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The Waterfront 


ojII 



© N.M.M. 


OJL—a ^JUl J— u 2 a )1 j— ftj C—Jj£)' 4 —jwU ^^-Ap J-Aal' 

^ Aa L-i C—i-7 ^ 3 -JjUjW 4—& £ 0 ^ ^ ^ * V iJjL^ 

^^JU' <l_* 3 j* j— 1 ^-Jai cA-^JLc iijL-ya jrs—ol-T Jj_j>dJ JJa —*1 Jj-i 'A-a 

.j-t £ j Jj 4 -s® ^ j-^' ^ (? ^J - 

^3 j - -ft ft ^jS JLjJLa)1 j IJLJfe j^j JL-SJj .'jh-yLA 4-J «»* < ji c)LS* 4jf £ Ajj 

j—a o^LjiHj 4-Jl^f j—O jj — yA iJl Jy LAj 5 -j 

ijr -k' ^[j (^—«iJ' ^s-4' J) J— Afl]' J j-i^ S—a Ol—iJUiJl Jj .C—*j&' 

> ^ S c—ij£U ^-i'yJ' jj—*J' -»'—f j—*•^ 4 -^ — 4 

(Jl J jfrij c4 J) 3_JUal' i j*l^-S|' C—*Ji&j c4_sjL^ C — C \ ^ ^ £ %i J c«j>— «*Aj ^ 5 -^ 

J' • a jj_jl JL_^1 ^j__.Jl tJk_P ^ cC —j j^JLl 1 of «3jl—«# ««« 1 ' Ol—^ 

. d_j jla-o l ' C—ij^J' 


In the heart of the city overlooking the waterfront stands the ruler's palace — a 
landmark towering over every house on the waterfront. This palace was built 
by Sheik Mubarak in 1907 above his stable. A model of beauty and propor¬ 
tion, it was the most beautiful building in Kuwait. 
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J* 

■--! ' \JL_ft J—Iaj .JU_jT JL_iJUr1 ^jUjdi oj1^_iaj Sjj_*aJl «JLa j ^aj <J^j tC-iJ^' 

_lajjJi (*-^' 4JjL. tf £-flJ J) 4^#U?J ;4_uUli j-» ^j—iJ' J ^-*3' ,, 5 “^ 

_->V' j' JL_3"' 3b .Jjj ^jV' C- A * <j-* J*—^ j-£ *j'-?^’ CJLS” 

jf 31 J_A ^_1p5 OLT (C-j/I t J ^*—4 0\S La^ 3j_aJ' J?) 3 jL—<aj' '*La J-aJj 
. c i(3 _j'. 1 ' biij.it ,j—* J— ^ ; . l ' 1J—A > _^—«*> . ^3'j-jT 3 j'—^ 

^g—di iJL_a 3 —J' 3 ^_/**—•' 3-5' jjj Oj—£Ji (*-a*^-' olTj 

3_JL^ C—C j—j j^cJ' JL*j j .C—ij^5' 3 ts^ *-£y J>*5' '■“'*'J-® C-^LJ 

.Llc* , j ' Jail^l 4 _CJl 3J' jlljw jj—a ^j-J' ^*3' 

To the east of the palace was the British Residency in Kuwait, another 
impressive building by the waterfront with a tall flagstaff in front of it. This flag¬ 
staff was a tall ship mast erected and maintained regularly; it was the tallest 
in the city. 
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^OJ_J CJL-T J_i t 4—CJ-aJl C—.j£J' J ^ jSj (l 

jfl—J Jo j_?- ^_U- *>Lkw ^jJai' J*5Lft jJjU' JjJ-* j-^ai Sjj-aJI ai_a Jj .J^-l-J' 

4_j^l»V' dL<L—iJ' JJii . «J*)Lfc 3-*i» —i oLT Lo ji cjJ_^' ^j-^' 

oVl-rj j—« a«.LJLw' 4__i JJis —j OLT O'j-o J-i^' &^ *-^'j 

. JjjvJ' jj-^ >^-aj ‘'-J Jj^-1' .lAjlaSj 


Most of the city merchants' and sea captains' houses overlooked the 
waterfront where their ships stood nearby. This big house once belonged to 
a pearl merchant who became the richest man in the Gulf area. The water 
basin in front of it was also built by him. 


-22- 









©N.M.M. 


■: iLfi jlJj iSjLi_li i-pij-Jj' ja —Ji jJxw 2_caiJi c-jj£Ji J SJ^Ld' j_« 

c—Jap JLJj tji j^aJ' J_aJ oJJu J (*-->/' Mij3! j' J-* ^* Lw - J' 
L_gJ 'yr 0.u—d L-oi* .j-.*. .:J' 4*—ai j—* Lfyliiji-jM j' 

J 

j-jSI' j—« c-fl_ 0 5jj ./all jj . *L?-? (>5 -U’ J-j: *jf ^^-£1 «Oli.x£t» 5 -UpL 

Quid Jy?" . jjJr' C-ij *Ul j-a _jd? i - s-Ltf? j d ^'j *jU-J' 

«.Lil 5_Jb«-iaJj j-a L$^2J '^ai till (J JU. j^alaJ ji—J' «J-A OLi c«Aib 

. C-jj£U 4_JjU j J*>L> jjJli jJt Jlj*—.V' OLM' Sjj-tfJ' «i-A Ja-asll AiJ j 


After returning from their long voyages in mid-June, the deep-water booms of 
Kuwait were rigged down at the docks and towed to their berths with their 
hulls propped up with long poles. Long lines of them docked at the waterfront, 
their rudders and masts unshipped, their sides skirted, and their decks 
protected with frond mats. Only then could their crews rest and enjoy the 
company of their beloved through the summer months - that is, if they didn't 
have to go pearling. 


- 23 - 







©K.O. C. 

gj_Jl j L- >J' £—Ji-' J^'j—■*’ J-* 6 Jr* J-* }f* L* 

5_)LgjJl£ gj-)' J-* ( * $ 5< * «*> Jj^ j-“ C-JJ^' J-*' Laly 

<u ^li L* j_« (ouJ J *-~«j Laiji*j) «*i-a CJLTj ^« jXo Lr i£ u—$j gjJ' 

^L_*1 (j—M *—J—S" cjLS*j . j g-ajd' jLaijl .API—«>j C—jj£ 3' J-a' 

.-' ' ^jp \flJLfc j La^ LgJLyb ^ g; fl ««> j —*>jJ L—J jl—w jl # 

j-» (^^-UJ') yf*. jizj^rjA CJLT 

One of the main characteristics of the waterfront in Kuwait was the series of 
docks or small harbors that were constructed by the city merchants to provide 
shelters for their ships. As shown above, these docks are the resting place for 
deep sea sailing crafts after their return to their port at the end of the season, 
as well as for pearling and fishing boats. The success of Kuwait as an active 
seaport was due, in part, to the efficiency of their hand-constructed docks. 
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5Ju>-'jJl ilij A-—oljJl jL~ J' jj> J-jjW Ju$ ^ 

1 g ' , »; *. a ‘Z -^;' ■-* L_giiS*j ' Jl— OJjj ^j'j-^flJ' ' C« -i—3j 

' j Jj>-L_-Jl ^Ip i_£j3 jA jfi j-*J' ji--» UL*? ja-J' ui-L^j <.JP-*-^\ 

O' 3^_a OL-^b Oj 4., ,i,nl' J---» ^-is- J-j -b-aJj /rU'j j'j-^ j-* '-gaJT 

l_£«'Ji' UaJ O' 0Ji !' $j_A 'j_fl3 Jj j-4 (C-jj^') 

■J>P 

Kuwait used to have "one of the most interesting waterfronts in the world — 
more than two miles of it," wrote Captain Alan Villiers, who visited the city in 
1939. "All along this waterfront... the big ships and the little ships jostle one 
another....Long lines of them stand behind some breakwaters facing the 
sea... The big ships stand on the tidal flats and the small ships high and dry 
on the beach." It is said that it was possible for a cat to cross this waterfront 
from east to west without touching the ground, simply by jumping from one 
ship to another. 
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Fishin 9 
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d jbL-sjj -L_waJ' ^SL & O(j-jJbr p—*j C—jj&' J iJUrty lPW-* J-* 

l$sk—>tjt ^JjJ j-* j«J»j ja—J' <£J 1 J—* j&-*< 

4 a_coa)i c— 4 j^n a_jJu» j j^-l-Ji JjJ? ^.Lp il/u j-ku ijla Jju olt j_5Jj .sp^Vi 

&j—j„ 1 fl-* jl_Tj . L_£at?c>-'j L_$P'jJ' ijj « j&'f* C-iLT LaS” 

.JjLaa *>U OjjL-ij L# a_w Ojijjs-i 3jUJJ jl$J' 


S/ff/ng peacefully on the ground, this group of Kuwaiti fishermen enjoy a few 
hours of rest, talking quietly to one another with their eyes on their nets as the 
neighborhood children pass by unnoticed. Behind them are the spars of an 
old ship. 


- 26 - 



© M.E.C. 

‘JLjT'V' (4—jjyJt d J*-*» J-® (*■*JS-*J) <■>>riyj-J' W'*M' J*—*J' J-* 

tL$i* £J*aS gjJ' i'j-L' U^JJ ^ ?L “ J - U-* (*-^J' lT^ ‘ << ‘ L = ir J^- >> ^-T*i U 

Jl_J-l 4la .Jjj Ja_j jJj ■*» ^-Ljp’ (j- 4 .JU? ( j-4 *^J 4-jU^ 

jL-^sj UU?-5j j;_9U*j: >-$■£ l - a ^ .(h-O-^J') J-^* d*—* d\j±>\ Itfjpr J oi a-*j 
*L-* OJ J_! cfrlil V 4_^U 4 -jTjjI' 0>& t>' *Uai)' ^r-Jj .j^-4? ^ £*j. 

Jl J—2_j?- l_A5Lla-4?' f ^^-J' Jl—ir’V' LSTjU cij^ ^j-£j '-$s® j-^' 

'"'fl •-‘» ; ; >g .^fli dy*J 4_j^jj» :1 j]L-59 4__j^- jjJb C—J-*' . J^-L«J' 

c—ij£)' J— »' j-4 f j'>-*!' 4—aJlt O-'-fljj ^ *—«*< c£' ^ 

fj—£ Jl§ 4JlT j ■iJ'-c*’S' J-?-' 5jj_*aJ' di_a jj .L# 4 —^jjJ' ^-" A ! 

d W® J “W^ fW*^ 4-~£"jj 

/A very primitive sailing craft, the warjiya, was much used by Kuwaiti fisher¬ 
men. Made of palm leaves, it was not watertight, nor was it meant to be, so 
that the fish that were caught could remain in the water, thus living a few 
hours longer. The warjiya was usually fitted with two oars. When the wind 
was fair, however, a small and graceful lateen sail was raised to steer her 
home faster. 
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Shipbuilding <>Jl 
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^ yL*> j-p Ojj-Cj chi^5_pIh^ y 

;d jL-?cJl jy-P ^ Jb-JtJj yJJill ^ l£ «Dj iJLc^Sn ^ «*/sl <upI j-jJi 

.» Mt 

J_u^l ^__o J-l—J' ilj_»a ■ <-~r* .«jUl»« J ' ^j_J'» «Ub J. <ja3' Lgjb O-J j>J' C— ij£ 

.d &L«aJl oJL_a ^jlj_J ^_j» L_fc j^j jy»l— .JlI i *_;. a; Oj^U ^-' ^jJLj d-^l&j 

j— 4 d C-yj* f j—iijj . 1 <J3j d_3jj ^JO*u —j O' Oji d..ji J' tl jj ^..^./s:i <Ob-»uV'» ^j-hj 

I^U ... 4_Ja,»,T 'I ^T.ifcU j_£ jj-,,i ,,ll JL —^ *_ac<CiO^Lw«C j^-dJj^J' t-i-J'Aa)' 

4__yJi' J^-l_*> oLS” 0_a)j ^ ■ Ifr i ji <JUw J'jJ’iAJ S_jAL^ 

tj\_L? j_« jj-w J?L£ oL^ld J^-b 4dyL.J' JLfli cC-JjSOl J 4_pU^aJ UI^a 

j—j! t-i'jJj (*-«i Ot-^"J .J^L««J' A j -«i)'j 1' J' (jj-! J j«-* ^b 4 ' j' 

. jLas^-*5l' 'Jla j^09- jj> j_£) s.U_£ S-Hjj ^g-^i 4«—*>Ll' o-L_$j juT Jlfl»-I 


Although Kuwait offered her dhow-builders no timber or raw materials for 
cordage or sails, she was unrivalled as a site for shipbuilding yards. Design¬ 
ed and built by men who could not read or write, and who did not draw 
blueprints or sketches, the ship was built plank by plank from the master ship¬ 
wright's mind and by the skill of his hands. 
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jj> 4-C -yJr ^j-£ y. j-tfai. US' c<^jJ-P jtf-fl# J-* - '^' J-* AU-Ji oXa j-UJ 

J_*ji ^J» «c— jJJ'j ^r-JL-JW 0>~iu CfraSJ^’ 

jjfl -ill ji_!' jjL-^ SjUkP J 5jj—tfl' «i-A cJaSJl J_5Jj -4;. fl .J' ^a_-» LgSjS C-A JjJ' 

J—m j-£ Sjj-^all J j-^dj .C—ij£J> UoJ- t<r ^' J »V' OUL-1 j-j •*-*"' 

.4_flls3tll 4_aUjL ^ij-Ul' «.U*# f-L-iJj J—3 C-Jj^' J ‘'a—•’'jJ' 


"The dhow-builders of Kuwait," wrote Alan Villiers, "seem incapable of produ¬ 
cing sea-going vessels that have not beauty. Even the longboats are works 
of art.... The Kuwaiti shipwright is among the best in the world." Dr. Mylrea of 
the American Mission Hospital of Kuwait commented that although the men 
used the simplest tools possible-an adze, a saw, a bow-drill and a hammer- 
"the lines and symmetry and sheer are beyond criticism ." 
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Pearl Divin 9 
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jJ jilt <s Js- Jl 4_J jP- L~*A\ JlS\ C i J-at Lg^' Lip JJt ^LiA ^ 

pla*j> ij-^r XL.—S Li y-1 «i_A CJLS' JL-oJj ^li J ^jjjii jUsbl j_« <u*-lj 

4_jJll iL_^J J—4ifl J ^j-aJl (*—'>* J *-*! oL-i j_a C—ij£jl J-ft' 

4-—*>^ «i_ft ^j-aJI 4_i^9 C-iLS* ,5j_?tjJlj ^p-J' j juPLkJl U_P L_ibfj ji£ 

J-^*^ •, 4 - ip (l L-ij£S) J-^o j<L ~ a* C-ili” U_a3 diJi £-*j ^Jl 5j 

■*)' 3 A ; a i—-jl—? - Jj_&j 01—S* »L_illj Jjl j ■*>' j J_!jJJl j (j - * ‘ * • l j^Jl 

—* J L^j—^ ^ a ® — * 1 ®JJ—®0—A Jj . 4_. t >o J li j jji 4—i-jtjl CjLjjJjJ? 

I—4—L^laJl ^'j ®jl—?iJ' OL;?-l>> L_gJ ' ^l—^Ojl Ja—J ->•!' OLL_j 

.till ■»’ ijjJ J JaJ 4—^?UJl Jojo. ^jjj 


This is a typical pearling ship operating on a bank not far from Kuwait. Her 
sweeps are rigged out in order to provide facilities for the divers whose lines 
run over the rounded part of the long sweeps. The heads of some divers can 
be seen in the water. Twenty or thirty men will live aboard, crowding such a 
vessel for as long as four months. 


-30- 





DN.M.M. 

(< J pA<J J—• J—j (jj-- 4 ' S-Vla—JL^-j t jj—j*J» ji ^ **if j-A 

j\JLJr oJLaj 3-^i' oJLgj J'jL?- jj*Jb (*_a*U c£*bJt <& ^ 

J J' JS—& ^ U!j— tilj S**'—**• j b ^J' ,Jj < U «fl. «*> (j 4_^UJ( j-a 

J qjv j ij< _ >fi\ji Jlj ( jblaJiJt) Si_ ?-jA\ j£b*j <u£Jj <_/>_}-*)' j J -**t V 4--U- JjJJaj 

(J J__^laj l—ai' J^»LJ j 4 la^- (J 4_^5UJ> (ji-AJ -b?-jj ji OjiLi 4— 

Jj-9 £—£y obi j-aj jX-^p jJUll «^LiaiJl» Xa-^%y oXa 

,jfi \jjJl J-~pt Jl s-lil j-» J->.b *>U o*U» 

Two divers, their nose-clips tied around their necks, are resting before diving 
again. The boy (called tabhab) helps the captain and divers; he will someday 
become a diver or tender. He is given a small fee at the end of the voyage. 
Pearling was performed only in the summer when the sea was often calm 
and the water warm. 
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1 ai jAaj jt «J'» — '-Aj t5-i —jJ' { * oj—»j jJjU' ^JL^a 

oL_j?t3 .«.!_!( ^Ss_mi C. ^ uj—3—4—Ltf’ O j J t« > - -■■. < «>» 

dJL_j J—j 3j_» 4_<L 0! L# s-a—j' Uai ^_U *La£«? 

^jL^Pb iw. j -< J ' f J-^iJ L-* ^j—** (Jj v^*—*°- ^j— 

oV iiL-bj 4_iP LjJ j_Si ^?L_£y 4_£3 j 3jj 

. £.1 J •' j 4.fcJ^>«» A] ^. ,11 

On a pearling ship good divers are an asset to the whole crew. Here two 
tenders are standing, alert and ready to pull their divers to the surface of the 
water. The safety of the divers rests totally on the skill of these tenders, who 
were paid one share less than divers at the end of a pearling trip. 
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J-$_ j 0*>L^aP ^ fj-s 5 ' r** LT^ ^ Jj-^ £-* 

Vi a» o! .jL^' jws# ti 'j-i 0_8j 5jL*J' j-« (J-ij® d>Lft jj .<Ljj J-JjAJ' j-£ 

J J .g±\ j J-*S' O' J_a ^J'jJ' J^l t4-i jJ jill ^ Ojiij jL^sl j-a 

.SJiib JL^-'j]' J_J' <ti 4~C 


Oysters were opened by hand with a curved knife at dawn, after they had 
been left overnight to die and become pliable. All the pearls found in these 
oysters were kept with the captain until the end of the trip. When pearls were 
sold, each diver and tender got his share of the profit. They worked on a 
share basis. 
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J—!jDi iJ—fe t-\ j . «l .<i'jlg» jJjiJi j-C ij^-C jJjb AmA—w 3jj-7 

j J_iL J—!j) <j“® «J j b«/3^ »L3j .aJlUJI jJjAJt lj_J (J 4-to.J J-Sl OLCb 

J—A J— V"‘\ 3jj .,flh a J ft 3j .4;.d .—JU A_Jj«.!lj_jJ jLdJ <Lm>IJ 3 4_^-bi- 1 j_ku i Jit \jJaJl IJLft 

iJ—J L_ft4**j ,. J l cJL_»j jt aJL>- jJl J_3 j^o jJ jJ j_« 4 J L* l jP^tA ^jJL jk!' 

. J-Jait 3) Jj-^4-JL«*V' ^ jj) 4_?4j J-T LgJ ^Jl«_~j 4_L jk iUjL— a 1 a $; _.; 


Sometimes a pearling captain would be visited by a pearl merchant or a 
broker who bought good pearls whenever he found them at a price lower 
than that offered in the world market. Bargaining could go on for an hour or 
so before a price was agreed upon for a certain pearl. 


-34- 







*• 1 Sj'jj 

4-JU-Lb j_j# __Ui ^ Jl j_*ijj*Lw? t(Ji'jJaJ') jJjUl f: Lj SlLt 

L_oJ j 4_?-jJci« o j„ aa w_fell ^L_aJl Oli i,_MiUcJl 4_JV' j' OL*>lk!' j_a JUJU)l 

J-4 '^*-*>1 |>5 _lpi Oj-^i jJjAJ' j-« SjN_^Jt «— 1 J-&!' djjj* 1—JUffl.t 

J j-^aj gjJl 4_ib>xil jJjUt j-jj 'JA J,j 4_iu?) IJ_J» -Ot—jkJ' j>—*W? t£J—*• 4-9 c—PjJ V 

.OljiV' j—* Laj*£j jJjUl (jAJ’xiJ 5ju£il OLwO*Jl L$JU»j 3jj_^J( 

A pearl merchant cannot work without the proper tools such as a scale, a 
variety of grading sieves and a small magnifying lens These and other tools 
would be packed neatly in a small Indian rosewood chest and carried where¬ 
ver the merchant went. 
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j-J'—£■' tis—i JT ^ ^ 0*>L£ UAJb-t (Cj j£ll J (JLjjI jWl) jJjUl jU jLT jj> dU\ 
L^Jl^ ^p—l^ J_Jj .4_^ jl—Jl J] t;OL jjvsA j_j J*>L_a La^Jljj jl —j Jj 

«-'j—?■ SjjiJl J^La j^-LsJl LLla JLflJj LaS^IA- ^ jl J_i jlL-Jl <US lJL.fr .jJ' 

J_ljUl J—- A —(?_ <1^ (J c£j-J jy-S*' A__l<Cf La jJ jlJl £,jj «■'j-i (j *LLel*J 
Li—jl—. la L j J—yklj j ^Lj£j LST*>Lal Li J^La jLS* ^ «..lal' 

.ju-liM 4_j jfr jJ jl 

Two prominent pearl merchants from Kuwait were Shamlan bin AH (left) and 
Hilal Al-Mutairy beside him. Shamlan and Hilal were well known in Bahrain 
and Kuwait, and Hilal, who started as a young diver, became the richest man 
in the whole Gulf area. He was one of the very few lucky ones, for good 
pearls were never easy to find. 
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J_*J fi\ j*)' j__P Jjt# 4_sPjj J (ij-i 4_CJiJl C-JJ&' J «■* J-® 

jj_> L_^irJ frUaJl IgsP^t 4-*3'j ^ a*- 1 J-*® (*--'J* 

Jj J'—JL_*S' j—* je—*'jk <_iiJ Jj-lf ^j-Ipj • j-^J' C-laP *L3 j 

j A—Loza jQ— i' 4—10j? ^—ftjT j JijPs—jP—J' flj-A J^'j 

^L_P 5jj_^Jt oJLft ^UajjJ' •*—*a*l' Ja_JtJ' J—flJj . j—IIjU' ^-1 p ^ j-*U 43Li 4_b-j 

j__* j ^iL-IajjJi •>— o:» l' J^ - «■'■—~J' J - 6 ‘^y^r ^ ^ ^ 

^j_j 4_j( t 5JL-.») Ja—jj J jJ-J (^Jt 4, ' ^i—J' j- 9 4_^?UJ) JjjJ jla~S 4_y«Al' 
Aj>y 0 ^j£- iu 11 l_>j tC—ij£)' 4_yJb» J lijy-S' 4_?- j f J_< t^ jA—4 d\-£ 

• Jj—PjJ' 


There was no sight in old Kuwait more stirring than the waterfront at the end 
of pearling season where men, women and children stood waiting for their 
beloved ones to return from a diving trip. This photograph, taken by the 
British Political Resident in Kuwait in 1911 depicts this scene. Note the newly 
arrived pearling ship in the background. 
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Deep-Sea Sailing 


yuJ\ 
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< U ; fl - J ' «i_UJ'» J_< J_?J J O— J l ^L_LP I goo,/? iJ o jliLJ' ^ jJl 

0_J ojU ^ Sjia^ jU—Jl >J_J| c-J' jlo) j .^-JUM J JoJasil 4-pi^i 

.^J-Jl s^'j j—s^"’ cs—^ J c-ij^J' £-3 jj 4 jL*£i' Jl?- c-j j£ll J jJ_Jl 

(j! (3 y—Aj ij£ A > Jl SkL^-jiJl 4^^-Lp 3pI_j£j «01—j» ^_j j£jl >jJl jL_j 5jj_*<aJl 3J 

Sjj— J' «J—a Ja_Jl lJJ' jjuJli jJl oLkJl <Uwj > MTH flP ^j-J' LJyj J?-L-» 

JtS'j gjpj£)l ^jJl ^kr 


/\ Kuwaiti deep-sea sailing boom looks its best under full sails. This is Ali 
Nejdi's famous boom Bayan on its annual voyage bound for the east African 
coast. Note the graceful lateen sails, a powerful force when the wind was 
favorable. 
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\3L_i Ol_r 4__^J tlJsy j' j—iJl j' £^ 2 —*• J-**)' (1 

JL-fli tiLJi «J c«jtl—itfj j-J'*-)' J'j—*' J—<i! tldaiAj 

3jj_-,aJl «JL_a J J_*Jj gifr a^j^r Oi j->j CJbLpj oj*-* C-jj^' 

ij ^>Sl' <Lg^' 5_^r jj> j-> iJ' s_— y-*j 3jL?tJl <u ^jJL J -° 

.«jjj[Li^K> a-JUp (J^.^ 


Shifting over the lateen yard is a difficult but lively job that called for all hands. 
The sailors had to shift the rigging along with it and reposition it windward - 
not an easy job on a stormy night when the sailors could hardly see their way 
as they ran back and forth on deck. 
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-■ Ip ^ flj ^ '4_^ - ' ■£ _y. oi—?■ jJ' jj-?’ 

«a J'» JU(£ J-* ^j>. ^ j>V' ( < $ ' *•'. j i£j j-iJ' jL-f- j-£ —!' 

jjJcu Jj jLill J_«jJ' '*^-A j* .3-j*^. ®j-9 J-* '- fl ^ j-iJ' 

.OL-^-V' » ^« a J 3-L-Jl j-a ^jJ 5jL?tJl «-*if j-i a_^Jj jJi ^j_Jl J 3a_jJp Ol y 

When the captain ordered the big lateen to be hoisted, his devoted crew ran 
towards the halyard with the agility and determination of the best of sailors. 
This lively photograph was taken by Alan Villiers when he sailed with a 
Kuwaiti boom in 1939. 
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y j-® j-°*^'j *-* *-£'j--J' J' ^k-<» ,^-Ip £-4^' 

£\_JaJl 01^ UJ t*-jj^ (1 J-L v >^—- U-i olj cj-^U J-5»' j-» fJ-J' J ^'j- 4 
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Cooking for thirty sailors in a fire-box on a ship three times a day was by no 
means an easy job for one man. Perhaps that is why the cook on a deep-sea 
vessel was usually given one quarter of a share extra at the end of the 
voyage. 
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'jj—Oi-ri'-flj! ‘j' l£ jL$kj Oji C—i3JL?M y 
«-aJ»j j_aj «J-» ^1* 5JL>jJl 3 jj_* J J_*Jj .lj ill U J^jJl 

«j-£ ^g-i*i L» j_jJl £_9 j J'>1> 4 - : > a.j ^lp JojJ' 

Kuwaiti captains commanded deep-sea sailing ships at a relatively young 
age. This captain was barely 30 years old when he was photographed in 
1939. He is shown here standing on the poop supervising the hoisting of the 
big lateen. There were captains in Kuwait who commanded sailing ships be¬ 
fore they were twenty-five years old. 
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Deep-sea dhows from Kuwait sailed to almost all the major ports in the Indian 
Ocean and the Arabian Sea. Here is a lovely boom from Kuwait, high and dry 
on stilts on Maalla beach in Aden, the busy port of South Arabia. With its 
mast unshipped, it stood ready to be cleaned for a run down the east African 
coast. 
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Ojl_3 j— fllaj 1 <£ X n J^y jsl\ OLJljs^j ^5 —^pLJSH j— la>j Jp j-*Jl £-~Jj jUa-A*)U 
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.JlZ^^ja^) 

Having reached the east African port of Zanzibar, the ship sailed further south 
to the Rufiji Delta in Tanzania to load scores of mangrove poles for her 
voyage home. After a month or so in that lonely delta, it would finally sail 
home with the help of the south-west monsoon wind. This is the famous 
boom Bayan, moored in the Rufiji Delta in 1939. 
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The west coast of India was an open book to the deep-sea captains ot 
Kuwait. Some of them would visit the coast three times during the dhow 
season. This Kuwaiti boom, moored at Penjim Creek in the Indian State of 
Goa, is waiting to unload her cargo. 
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Life on board sailing ships required endurance and discipline. The faithful 
mariners had the deck as a bed and the sky as a cover, as shown in this 
photograph aboard a Kuwaiti boom. While some of the crew slept, others 
stayed awake, ready for orders from the captain or his mate. 
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W/?en the lighthouse erected by the British Authority at Ras-al-Ard appeared 
on the horizon, the mariners knew they were not far from home. The drums 
were taken out and the sailors prepared themselves for singing and 
drumming in praise of the Lord who brought them home safely. 
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At the Waterfront 
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Arriving home after a long deep-sea voyage, mariners spent their spare time 
near their ships. Some would relax on a bench outside a businessman's 
house by the waterfront to enjoy a few hours of rest before returning home. 
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l/l/fren a group effort was needed, Kuwaiti mariners were glad to assist. 
Pictured are some seamen hauling a mast along the beach. They always did 
such a job out of courtesy. 
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There was no better place to sleep on a hot afternoon than in the shade of 
ships where a few tired men could enjoy the cool sea breeze away from the 
confinement of narrow rooms. 


- 50 - 






© N.M.M. 


ij jJl j»-a.lC gjJ' ,4j:a 5J' C-i j£J' J JJ? j-* i-A *^ Ja£ 
i-jjS- Aj-L-)" 0? _-J' -L?-t jj-5i «lij . j' j-iJ' Jb»JJ ^ 

y aj- «l> «JL_a jJL_j 8jj_./ all ai a Jj .lgi?L_Lj (la j*—z ci. ba.9 |»^u .-.7 ^_£3 
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It was a common sight in old Kuwait to see a man leading his goat to the bay 
for a cool dip. The goat, however, seems a bit skeptical here. 
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Al-Fireege: 

A Landmark in Old Kuwait 


In old Kuwait, society was religious and conservative. The 
family was the cornerstone of society and the fireege helped 
unite people. So important was al-fireege in the life of its in¬ 
habitants that it was one of the major characteristics of old 
Kuwait. 

Al-fireege consisted of a number of houses close together and 
separated by narrow allies that led to al-baraha , the meeting 
place for all the people in al-fireege - young and old, male and 
female. People met here to talk or to buy a few things from the 
small shops in al-baraha. Boys and girls played here and learnt 
basic skills, men met here to play checkers or talk about their 
daily lives. It was in al-baraha that strangers or guests were 
identified or introduced and it was here that news was brought 
and exchanged. In short, the old Kuwaiti fireege was a natural 
environment for all people to grow and enjoy themselves. 


City Quarters 


4juJlU 



J-* J-&J iijtj i<L*£>\j*o Oj-j c <LCJiiJl C-Jj£ll <LjXo jJLJ LL^A 

«^—5Jl» j—Jj-t ^5-^J ■ Jj^ J-* '-i^p* L* ^-U- JJaJ jiL®j 

4 « 4 i C o $ j 3 jj «/?)l OwL-A JLiJj . L^JIp «c^ljl—4jJi» j JjLdl Li 

C—b* L*T cLg^® jA-~Jt j~® 4-Jl> jJLJ 4-*iLJl3 c^^>cJl Oj jSvJl 

ii^p- $jL£ ^jL® L—p- 2-jUil J LaI^ v ^-^-I ^5 j j^® LgiV ^pjjJl jjL*a> 

• J- 1 ^' ^ c^J-^' J* 

/An aerial view of Kuwait City reveals its basic plan. Clusters of houses are 
separated by narrow streets and allies, with tall minarets indicating each 
quarter or fireege. Main streets didn't usually run straight. Near the water¬ 
front, all streets led to the beach. 
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A typical quarter in the old city had winding streets barely wide enough to 
allow two camels loaded with brushwood to pass. On the right of this 
photograph a beautiful archway built by a local mason is shown, while the low 
minaret of the local mosque appears in the distance. 


- 55 - 





© N.M.M. 


OliLj dJJli Li Oj-J) j-J# 4-£J>.y2AT ^Jl 4 jLjflll <<v*JL £ LJ|>> 

* 

^_Jl£ ^_I? i3ju_? O' JL_j*if <—Jj_Jt7 js_?-j ^,..4-.tJ' (Jj_OJ .pi-y^all J_*a9 J 3j'j_^-' 0 j-OJ 

(—J ^ giiiJ J J_la)' 'JL_ft J^*s_-»' 3jL«iJ ^u-a L» 'JLftj ;«5^—J'» ^Ur 

LjJL^>- j 5 jj_.a)' ai ft ,j aL-ii' Ja_?-*i .c~ jj^J' J O'-?-^i)l J_?-( ajj_aJ' aJLft J j gbi Lai” 

.JjjlaJ' ^-'j 


The narrow streets in a Kuwaiti fireege offered the comfort of shade, which 
local people found convenient to walk in, as this photograph indicates. The 
whole street was exposed to sunlight only at noon. 
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Each quarter in the old city of Kuwait had an open space where several 
streets met. This was locally called baraha. Men, women and children pass¬ 
ed through the baraha when going about their daily business. This painting by 
Ayoub Hussain is of a typical baraha in old Kuwait where people came to rest 
or shop. A coolie is passing quickly, anxious to deliver the burden on his back 
to a nearby house. 
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J J-Afij i_—*JU' 0j-i'jJ (*-»J t - } ^-**’ J-° 


. JbJLi 


/\ group of Kuwaiti men sat watching a game of checkers played by two of 
their mates. Some men excelled in playing this game, and waited patiently for 
anybody who dared challenge them. Emotions sometimes ran high in such 
competition. 
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At sunset when the city shepherd entered Kuwait with his goats through the 
city gate, some owners hurried to separate them. When left to themselves, 
however, goats usually proceeded to their homes without help from others. 
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The Role of Women 




Women in old Kuwait played their major role inside their homes 
where there was plenty to do. They baked the morning bread, 
milked the goats or cows, and prepared the midday and even¬ 
ing meals. They did laundry, housework and child rearing rout¬ 
inely and they were neither unhappy nor bored. 

Wheh there was a need for them to buy a few things from the 
market, however, they left their homes and mingled with 
shopkeepers. When the water ran low at home they walked to 
the waterfront for a few gallons of fresh water. Some women 
walked together to the waterfront to do their laundry while 
chatting with each other. Some women still had enough time to 
sit near their homes selling candy and peanuts to the neighb¬ 
orhood children. 

During the diving season, when most of the men of the city 
went pearling in the Gulf waters, women took full responsibility 
of their homes, working as hard as men without fear or 
complaint. The women of old Kuwait were good and respon¬ 
sible mothers. One would feel privileged and honored to have 
met and known them. 


Women of Old Kuwait 



A ~££ C-iLT U jS\ Jjii' J-^-b '-6 s * J C-iLT A_CJi)' J 

£t_JaJj J—»J t fj-^' J- 9 fJ-& ,^-6* • Jj-^' J- 5 "' 3 '-6^ p * A “^ 

Ja_«£j Li c3_TjJt ji yJill j-« s-ll' «^_—PjJ» j j' 

JjLdi ±j-\ ®jj-^ d ^ LA J j j' Sjbr £_* L$J OJ_?cJ jL$J( J a_^?j 3 «A_£ dUi 

j ' a ,A_S”jJt t-Li' y.£jJ JjjJj <Mj -L3j A-CiAu)' A_«S»j^)l 

.«A->.«^ , '» l5«A^U a Ia ^ jta ««1' Ja3l—«« J ' ^lall 


The housewife pictured here is hauling a bucket of fresh water from an 
underground cistern inside a typical house in old Kuwait. The metal pipe 
shown in the photograph is to carry rainwater from the roof to the cistern. 
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Three Kuwaiti women carrying their laundries on their way to the beach to 
wash them are seen passing through a narrow street of the old city. Behind 
them a mason and his helper look busy plastering an old wall with a layer of 
cement. 
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Some women in old Kuwait did their laundry in the bay. Clothes of all kinds 
were hit against the coral rocks and bleached until spotless. While waiting for 
the clothes to dry the women caught up on the town gossip. 
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jl—>? dl—li 

Some women sat in the bazaar selling such things as hand fans or candy. 
They usually sat as a group so they could talk and spend their time leisurely. 
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—k ' $ ■« ! ^»°j cl — ^ \s - J —Ji l g *;j ijj cl_AU SUaiJl jL_3r 
CJLS' jJ US' Lgsaj J*LSoj J—jj-^’ '-&p «•*-* jUJ Sjj— call Jj .LaOJlib 

(j OjJiJl '«i_a Ol yjQliJl Ota 


Not every lady in old Kuwait could afford such a luxury. Such ornaments were 
owned by the daughter or wife of a merchant, who would lend them to friends 
for special occasions. 
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Kuwait women's most famous dress called “daraa” is shown above. It has 
long sleeves and an intricate embroidery design. Kuwait women, however, 
didn’t wear such a dress while washing or cooking. 
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t LgJLJD jjwfl Ljj ( j/> L>- j*JLp Ou^SsJJ 

oLS” dijLwa ^wJLlI (1) 1 ^ \ A ^Lp LgJ ^l * r /*'l 

ojL5 <L^L<>JlxJI 4jj jJ^I oV 1 jiaj ULc>-l ^U>JL*JI jtJbJi 

^wstJl jr-So- Op"J • JjjJl pJi*-* ^ oL^Jl J-A lo-S* 4-wa^^^M 

4 a L?*^ ^1 j ^)lj oL 5 d-oj53l dJjLwo 

oJLLJ JflA>eJ 4_*S\} 4 _^w4>L>j^-L-O ^wL>t^LwvJ d3jLwfl ^-*AiJl t LwLs 

^LoJlJI j*-L*Jl ilijLwfl (JJ_JL*>j| \ ^ ^ £ ^Lp ^i_3 . O-jU 0j_3 4 jI £• ^Ul 

<L-^iS" L^Ja-A>j ^ *1j.»-> 4wws^jl OjL_P <1)15j C ^Js>j jtJLp JjI AjLSCh £$jj 

1 ^S^>- w\— o-jl_*_LI yj*> jJjJI \jj& *)! 1 o ^JJLj ^Coj-S”^ 

j»Lp (Jj—uj <dJl <J| *y ® 5 jL_p 4-^-Lp ol—s^Li 

jJLp^jl^Ij . \<U * f Ip «^» ^^J.1 qL-^ Jl aJLp ^iU>! ^ c ^ 
*\—kj jr-LJl 4 j Jj (jo*- ^ "i \ ^Lp j—voJl cJ. Co j_S\JI 


The Flag 


Kuwait had no national flag before the reign of Sheik Mubarak 
in 1896, but raised the Ottoman flag occasionally. In 1914, 
however, Sheik Mubarak raised the first national flag of Kuwait. 
It consisted of a red background with the word “Kuwait” in white 
Arabic script in the center. In 1921, Sheik Ahmad Al-Jaber, the 
ruler of Kuwait, added the words, “There is no God but Allah 
and Mohammed is His messenger:” and the seal of the ruling 
Subah family. It remained as the national flag until 1961 when 
the present flag was adopted during the reign of Sheik 
Abdullah Al-Salem. 
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j-a gj _<dlS Jl-oJj . J OL*9jj <£ oL^iy 

4_Jj C-jL-i?? ;Sjj_^aJl j l—o^ 0 ^ULj «C-jj^» 4_ip J?U^ j-^V' 

^ • a ( j / ’ _;N' t)jilLj <<4111 (Jj-»>»j ail ^ *ilj 4 J 5 *il» 3jL«£ 


Two young men proudly hold the national flag of Kuwait in 1921. The 
calligraphy in white reads "Kuwait" and the background is red. Later, a whole 
sentence in Arabic was added to one side of this flag by Sheik Ahmad al- 
Jaber, the ruler of Kuwait, in 1921. This flag was the national flag of Kuwait 
until it was replaced by the current one in 1961. 
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,v , j£j' Lgjy- jfi {S )s- J, 4-CJtaJ' c-j j£J' J j^vJ' Jj «-^_-Lr J' jJl ^ o' J_i 

_ .- « , .t 5 ^LJ' >—j j_*j C—j*—^ ji 4, ; . fl _.<) £^Lj J 

t frl_J.' 'JL_ft J V-*' J s CHI./J' J*— 1 J ^/' (i! S-a/' 4~A-> J-tf 0!r^J 

.' <J J i * 0 J 4jo*)L»»> (^L*J 41 'JL?"j Li 4_., £ I 4«a j^J' ^^pV' 


The flag of Kuwait was always raised on the stem of a newly built ship about 
to be launched and on one just sold. In fact, the sailing ships of Kuwait raised 
the flag in the major ports of the Indian Ocean long before any airplanes did. 
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4^9-SLTI yi CiUojU) 

«* «♦ 

5ajLJ| 153J ^ If* Jjl-^Jl <e oM*jJl Jjl j\ j-« j~*> 

JjlJcJl Jii C-jjSCL! Jl j»5o- -L*j u>1 . L 4 J £-Lw 9 (*-^>- Jr® 

0 ^ ^ 1wL^Ll d-*3^p 

. <Lj j-*Ji 

(IjjjJ LjL*) ^jL^jJI JLjJb OjjSOI JjIjJI ^ W 1 * ^Lp ^Ij-^ 
je ^ jLwv^Jl JLjJi 4wJl _>oj t L _ r -voj-Jl JLjjJL ojjSJI ^ eijL^ 

4 ^U*Jl*JI ljJA\j ^Cwo^^LJl ^a^&LjJU^ koIjaJI® {Sy~^ JjIaJI 

^ 5 o- ^JJl qLw? y aISI 'l & & dLjJL>» 

oi j-p 4^0jJi a-jJ?j 5 JU-P Jjl \ A 1 Y ^ All ^»Lp <jy m L« cujjSJI 

O j Jai\ l.^*j j g c5j-^ jJ L^j JjIjlJI ^j5Jj <• ®5j-*-JL® 

L^, JjljcJl jT JULi 4 jJc_JI 5-oj jil L»l . cJIlLI a 5 lad I y oJjUJI ajoI . /?: * NI 
aJLp oJJJ <jy~ c 5 jL^JI JLjJI ^JLJ cJJai 4 ^ At * fUJl y iz+jjQ\ 

^r JlJj. . \ 1Y ^ ^LxJl ^ 0 -> jSJl ^ oX^-jJl A-wo-^jJl J 

Ljb*w 0 Jj>o 01 JJ CojSJl ^ AjJJ-jJl 4-ujjJl ^ 4_flll>T^o -Llil JjlJjJl 

. ^ 11 * ^Ip ajJ^j aL»-*^ ^^jSJI jLjjJl 


-X 
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Local Currency 



Kuwait, since its establishment and until 1961, had no national 
currency save a temporary currency called bayza, which was 
introduced in Kuwait in 1886. However, the Maria Teresa dollar 
dominated the market and the Indian Rupee was used to some 
extent. In 1920 the MT dollar gave way to the Rupee, which 
dominated the local market until 1961, when the first local 
currency, the Dinar, was introduced. 


Currency 


<4.X>*jLall <LLx*J| 



^ ^ 4—JbxS^ ^ ^3 ^Jf* 1 3 ^JLJ^ bjU) ^£^b^ Jbjj' 

^ " (4_^jJLj& 4_;J JJ Y 7 ^ ^ ^ 4 ■■ A*& *^ 3 ! CU^L . ^b^lb ^A)bJi tXrnjS 0 j£* 

j * JJj? pj cS^L^Ij <Lj jj ci-jjj ^ , 0 J^bu 4-jjjU Jpj*Ab 4 _ju*J O 

^L_£ C_i j£J' J 4-,.!^' 5JL«jJl A-jj^' C—O' *Uw 4_j J-#U*sJ' Ut-*jrl O' J—3 i-jj^' 

.(1—J-' 5 L jkj) 5U—1' j Cm j j£l' J L# Jj'JUJ' ^ i-Lt J j' 4_w JjL-iV' Jlj . ^ *\ * 

The Maria Teresa dollar, locally callled the French dollar, was used In Kuwait from 
1790 to 1920. Worth 2.5 Indian rupees, it gradually lost value to the rupee untill it 
was replaced by it in 1920. Below it, is the first currency used in Kuwait which came 
originally from Al-Hasa in East Arabia. 
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JjU-jJi \ A A ^Ljp C—ij C i ! < *-y »kj 4 _IaP Jji ajj-il) 5 jj—^ 

7~ ^ ^j <U) iiCiP «*Jl » A ^ Cl« ^ 5 1 **P '•* dC^ L^j 

. «i- V >. y C-jj^Il L?- ^1 ; <■»!' 

The first national currency minted in Kuwait in 1886 was the Kuwait Paisa (above). 
It was put into circulation only for a few monthes before it was replaced by the 
Indian Paisa. 
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cO'jU—SJ_£ J ijJtuM J' £jj-T 

4_iT > T, Ja\_tf 4 _j jJ\ CJLTj tJ-CJ' j-» Ja-aJ'j t5—iiaJ' j-» £_j-ua« Lg-a* oLTj 

* i 5-_jjjJ' 4—ak< frl—rM c—ij^J' J—»' jJIk' -L_aJj .^'jh t 3a_?-'jJ' 4j*i!'j 

J,! L_«j c—y 4__jjjj 4—fcU? ^ d_jjjj tj*—w? d__jjj :'j]La3 3 jj-aU 

.s-Lc* 1 ' j_* diii 


The large volume of trade with India made It possible and convenient for 
Kuwait to adopt the Indian rupee as a local currency in 1920, replacing the 
Maria Teresa dollar. So successful and powerful was the rupee that it 
became the sole currency used in Kuwait until 1961, when the first Kuwaiti 
dinars were issued. 
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■jJ 3__jjjj 3_Jli1j Ol -jjj j-* 3_jjjl) 3_ijj OjJ-stf) 

L^j JjtJuJ' v-jLSjl ^s* cr^J c3_-)jj t-j-JV' <*-£3 4—9 jj 4 _Ia£ (j- 4 5jiJ (j cj UkS" 

•j a j a>j ;4_jJuft _ iijj j 3 o «flj «Jpj-J» jt 3 ) »k 2) 4_Jjj 5jj ., fll l 4-i—ft <Jj . 5-L-« -Laj 

. ^ ^ 3_« jSc>- O'jIJl-^?) 

777/s ten-rupee bill is one of seven types of Indian rupees used in Kuwait from 
1830 to 1960. The bill pictured above is the last type of rupee used in Kuwait. 
Different currencies brought to the city were exchanged in modest shops 
located in the busiest section of the Kuwaiti bazaar. They rendered good 
service to city people as well as desert bedouins. 
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jLujJlb iLuLJI JdLujI 

♦* ♦ ♦ ♦ ▼ 


c*j^L xJaJlj pULS” oLJ-I oL-ojL^I j» j-J^tll ioLJl 

oUa <jlSw> ^Lp U»ljJ 0^ IJJ i j-w jt-wajjJl <LoL OlSwJ iw->j-5Vl pUUI ^a 

Oo^SsJl ^li c-OL->-It)l 4 _oj_*JI (3 j-^ cJLo-Ju jtbll 

• I Jya La jJ'J 4j Ij4»JLoJ! V Ij ^SwJlj 5 j-gjjJl J jjVL .SjJlL! 

|*-AjLo Jo 4—31 * A \ \ oJ-fe I j—x JaJL^J I^J^Sto **)!J-& <UJ>Ul (jlSv-wu J&J 

A_t_31—sj 1 lii jjo uy >• 4Xj<-Ul oJ-A ^2 4_*_^> ^jjx£ La ^ g *— a IjJL^-L Oi l)j-5 Cj^J i 
(_£>*J ■ ^j-J->-j Jj[ J a ipLJl Lg-*-a Jwo^- j^Sj J^j>- jI jt-wsAAJl 

^j-a ooil 0J-U>-Jj t pi^ 4iLi 4JU>-j Jbu Coji\Jl C->lP^jJ* ^LyaJ 

X.P 4_*_pj ^ g> >ci^I l j -^-Lwvj 01 xptygj j j otljj J*>L^ 

j Jo-Jo L^T^J • ^Jojll j^Li-a <j^>- L&j-^-jJ^wOJ lj.3j-*_J j^_~Jl 4olj_> jt>- 

C 4Xj J_ll J^T oLa^yflJl 4^>~L~a !^\ ®J-Ut.wa 4_>tJo jj_**Jl 4ol j Jo aJljLSJI 

ljwL>cj ^SUj t jt^jJL>-j pIXP J^a 4_*_3 OjJ>o^X^vOj p-^-Loj 4_*3 Oj->*^Jj (^jJl OlJ-Ul 
^St! iojil (jlj-^»l ^]j_ OJJS J~*j jj_^j>tJo . jr-g-*^a Laj_Jj>- ^xJl j^^LpxXxI li j_w* 

^^Lail ^x>- 4«jilx>ti.l L»/a,JI OL 0«U.s^ i jb£ ^t ^ 11.... i)) 

Cjj^j • ^LSJl 4-Ul ^»La| A^_*xJi ^ j^j ^ ^j 4 j\s£ Uj^ 

^ttoJXa Jl^tlJ j^wJl t J^a ^ jJ>xJL3 L Oji.1 vfj^JUtfiJl JbCU^J oLj>“Li-l pi jS» 

4j^L k >1 j£A Lai . ^LflJl jll AXj^U. 1 ^a Lj Jr ^1 L4j>c_X3 4_pU/2-JL 

L)L-JVl c^Lj> r i— 2 j ^»LxpVI p.^ 4 jj,a11 j^Lp ^ IjjISo cjj^LII 

jLS'j t 0 -jj5sJI ^3 4_>sJlj (3 4 J jLS' (_$U!lj (^jIj_^JI ^j^AjJl) ^JiLJl j 
C-J-^j>- jj>xJlj UnJ t)Lp L$jI . 4jJi4-o jA Jl ^jI^ il LLj>-I jJLv3j 

. 4^x^lall LAj^Lva-a 4 JU jo ^Jr ^]L Cj^SL! l 
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Where Sea and Desert Meet 


The desert of Kuwait offers little with regard to food and cloth. 
Rice, sugar, wheat, coffee and cloth had to be imported, mainly 
from India. This made Kuwait an important part of northeast 
Arabia. Every year large caravans from the interior of Arabia 
traveled to the city port to buy such necessities. Some even 
traveled to see the American Mission doctors for treatment. 

The bedouins of the desert usually arrived in Kuwait with some 
products such as wool and hide to sell in the Kuwaiti markets. 
When they entered the city from one of the gates of the city 
wall, they deposited their guns at the gate and proceeded to 
the marketplace called Safat. There they sold their products 
and went to the city souks to buy food and clothes for the trip 
home. 

The bedouins who lived outside the city wall went regularly to 
Safat to sell their sheep, wool, ghee and brushwood; they too 
bought rice, coffee, wheat and clothes. It was the friendly and 
mutual relationship between the sea and the desert that made 
old Kuwait a prosperous sea port. 
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Trade with the Interior 





©N.M.M. 


iLL-UJ iSjjcr* u J J^.J-^cr- iAtfl’ c-j/ 1 ’ ^ M*N J-»' JJi 

1 ^*Jlj J l “®4JLa^t LiLa^ jj—«J t <j-* 4<«—jW" 

3L_^-b 5—Si j 4^Li««* l ' ®*J—ft i^j . 4—jUl' ]o vr 31 fl./sll 4^1—•«> 

2. .A .J$\ Juc —jj .4_u0ll 0l£_-> ijilJi oL*iy> ^Li j J_j)I' 

.UiJll j—^ 


The caravan from the interior of Arabia followed certain routes where fresh¬ 
water wells were known to exist. Approaching the city of Kuwait, a caravan 
loaded with wool and hides entered through the city gate and proceeded 
directly to the open marketplace to sell them. The men and women would be 
glad to have a seat in the caravan; if not, however, they would follow their 
camels on foot. 
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© N.M.M. 

-T bO_P 5^ 2 . n\ I <c*| t OJUS (_j 4_?-Li' JLa^I ^JLP jJL. j V Jl3 

j_Tju t£ jl .* c-i j£J' j SJLwjVI i_. .,.tp j_£j j 4 > 5jj_*aJ' a Jus 

j-j» iJL^d' (Jus J_i# OJ .OlijV' j0-*>. j J-fc 1 uaJV' «L9 O' aJ\^Sa <j 

.33_TJ?- (>5 Jp ^J* 1 -* 4u.iLJi ioliiJ' 

At Safat marketplace, the caravan bedouins rested for as long as they 
wished. The men sold their goods and bought their supplies from the city 
market. Such nomads came to Kuwait once yearly or even less frequently to 
pay their debts and the debts of their relatives who had passed away. 
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.4 j jJ,' j.L^I j— *j <b^LJl j— * ^**^ — J—9j SLjLaJi a^LwJ a 

ijj_«-Jl jl—>5 — jL_>-V' 0jJ^L-ii ^jSH (i _ s JiP’ (./j-k" (» ftjawj jo .J' j? ^b$6U ^Jb J y^- 

I* 

j $a3 1_o~j ,j*_A'jjJ' Jg «; «.L_i] &A~p y J—?* j_fr JUtfu «^JL3“» <9jj_*aJl Ja_*)j J j .bolJ'j 
li_ft (ij— 'tJ—& C-i9jJ' £jjjy 0«r>"j .Sjj_^Jt 3J ^LSllj u^LT-dl 

J-*ai J 5jl^-l j -. o -. iJ l j_* Lj jA 4_Jj c£jb jiuj£ Jj j' t^y* J] g>Jr\ 


The Safat marketplace of old Kuwait was the meeting place of the city folk 
and the desert nomads. It was an interesting place to visit, where goods, 
news and ideas were exchanged. The Bedouin caravans carried the news of 
the city back to the desert. 
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©N.M.M. 

J* y—P J—« J 3-Ul' j'jAi—’k C—ij£U 3_wU)t ijilJ' J-A' 

J_J) l_£. yJL. sJLa j j .3—Ull Jj'j—->' J ' 

J_3J iSUUll 3^L_W Ji J jj—J' Mj-» LlLd OjijJj 

u^Jp j-^laj uT .^pa-sJi 3j'^ (*-68® ^ <+*& ^ «?$***> ^ 

.SI a.Ml irl_ ti jj> aJUJ Jju jJt J j2~ 

The bedouins who camped near the city wall would bring to the city anything 
that could be sold, such as these black sheep. It was quite an achievement 
on the part of the guard to count them as they poured through the gate so 
that he could calculate the custom duty to be levied on them. 
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J_i# OLjjssi* £_»J 51 a./all 4yLw ij j*& j> «4_jj1aP» ij^-J OjjI jLual) 4^jJ 

jl ■_. j_« jl_I?l j__« 4—jjUjJ' «—.^_iU*Jl j-A-lJlj jJUlj «j' jiaJlj ^ -flillj ia fl.ll 

l fllSi j_^j: L_*T >21 --. ajjUjJ' A . JLj^I 5ia_->lj/ C. A» j jwa£ ^ la** 

J>jl_£a j ^JL_iJ J—IaJ' j-3jj ij LgUAi L«i . j—oj 5Jj>*i! 0 l-£o j_a 

.5jLJ- 1 5jj-$IaJ' d ~a-~\ 

Local bedouins sometimes brought a few goods to sell in the city market. 
After erecting a shelter made of frond mats in Safat, they sold dried yoghurt, 
wild mushrooms, cottage cheese and the famous Adan ghee, as this painting 
by Ayoub Hussain, a famous Kuwaiti artist, depicts. 
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|Jl-A jj* 2jJy dJbjjsJ JjLdl Jp <J 4-*lel 4-^-U^j tJL& 

Oj—£j J—j—« ^ijv «*o Jji-lt (^i J—. CUjj^sJ' j-* jzH\ 

g%_Jl jj_kll C—*-J j-£)j j—3/ <ulJb*s— J*} j' lal' JL-^f J ® 

(J Jj, lojaj JL-53 .5 jj—no)' oJL-ft J j—gls? jJl aJLgS* <U-*>lj I fl fC J L - j 

A-jj-iLi 4_^U^j ji» J-*£ ^J*-^. ^! *-£ jjj-ll *■-& V JLi J-~£ jlij 

*» ^ 

.s-1 j_Al j LdLu ^*Jl jj> jJfr \Sj\3 8J_?-j J-<»^"' j-C ji '^i '*i- a ~> ^s?- eUa*j 

/\ camel load of brushwood brought from the desert to the city to be sold as 
fuel was In great demand In the old city. Not all the city streets, however, 
were as wide as the one in the photograph. Sometimes the camel found it 
impossible to pass through a narrow alley with such a load on its back. 
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Oj— s-auj L_» j[j c-j j£l' «■'j-?w? L» d-ak~.o (j oJuJl «.LLl jbT jsJ j%_y 

Lj!j ,C-j/3l 4 _jX» £jl> 5j>*aJ' a*La J j-^aj LaT l J>y>- Oj-f-jij 

£_ilj* gjJi <-J)j-£*}h J-ft J-i* L$* £X*Si gjJl yJ-\ yf-'k} j-IaJ' C—fllj 

L£\—j gj_J' OL_*}taJt 4—lb* 4,_.<> 4_j>' j«jo j Li 4-0 jLi ijjJaJ 'J J^' 

. Lfralai i j_a bi/j 

Bedouin encampments outside the city wall were pitched on the sand near 
water wells and good grazing grounds. These nomads traded regularly with 
the city merchants and city folk for living. 
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( j_« Libjtii O' jLJl J £-ij jpSf' '*La j— 4_uJkl' jj—o ^jL> 4_a— >■ j 

Jjl mi j]l j_« <lsa-?- jJ>j 'JLa StL —j ^ jjJU' cJL?-V' 4-9j-OaJ <Lj 3j_$iJ' 

..It j—3-flJ' 4 _JLc- ci-fti tgjU' jSj)\j OjLmJ jS- J—J' Ja_?-*i . 4-_t.jd' 

• 4-iX j_£ «L*alt J 

Inside a Bedouin tent not far from the city wall, coffee simmers in a brass pot 
on a camel-dung fire. Note the falcon stand on the man's right and the 
hurricane lamp on his left, the only modern object in this tent 
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© M.E.C. 


,.A \ |j_ai oLT -Lfl3 cCJ j£)' ijpb j 3iji' 3Lj?- J-O L5j «ji—J'» i^V* C-Ui 
JL-JH j Jij-flU j oajj-U J fOAs—»l L-aT . j«— iJ* 4 J . 

jj .L_a js£j oL_?-jij*J'j J—i 'sa a —al .' 4 oLuu-tf j Jj .siLi-iS" 

^ (jUl) j? £bli nr t SJW-jJi C-ij£Jl 4jil) J cJa&Jl ^ eJ-ft 

. j;=ojdl jJ—J' o 


Sadu weaving is one of the mam desert crafts practised by the women of 
Arabia. It is a traditional Bedouin art encompassing a great deal of variety in 
color, design and technique. The Sadu patterns shown in this photograph 
(taken in 1932) are based on simple geometrical designs that utilize the 
principle of symmetry, harmony and rhythm. Sadu weaving is still practised in 
Kuwait by Bedouin women as a form of desert art. 
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© N.M.M. 


5jJj JJLasJ'j 5_5sJi 4_£r j (>r lp c* j-$> aJ j jj^JS j *—~j jPi 

Mi l- ., 1 ^> 1 ]g •*■*/ <1—1 OL_->L»i jOjJ (J---* - (3 jjj-!' SLj^l aj-^ a 

(JjJ dLo—j' 4-Ilii£j j-JjJ' J-* 4-fcljP dLUTj cl$W*)L*ij 

The smiling face of an Arab from the desert, despite his hard life, tells a great 
deal. He is confident in his heavy cloak made of pure wool, and his smile 
exposes a set of healthy white teeth, so rare among the modern day city folk. 
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,c^A 


A_ijk (j j Jl La f—Zi j— J —$IaJ Li-bU) tijLLwt JLij 4 _j^LJ' OLj j_* oLtfl 

J*\ ~ 31' j_jo LJjJU 4_P4 _Jj jkJl Ug ,~jyu> j gtaT c4—ji «C»L_i>tP» 

.LgJ j_JLj gjJl ijj'4 jlJ' £_« L£«b*—J' ci. L& j t^- « ..Ja l l 

Two Bedouin girls pose for the camera to show their hairstyles. Such young 
girls were raised to cope with a harsh environment and led a life that called 
for patience and endurance. 
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J—s*J J —J "J jj' J-* ^ J OjLl—I) O'j-pSl' •*-$£ O' »L~ 

.. «»' •• >»' 1 ^ (*—*J — 1 *'j (*—l<j! '—!j^ -JjM 

jj_J' oLj j-j» j t d_c-Ufi! j— 4 ^ '- e . J-#' •*“ ' ^ J-*V 

i ' aislrr* Lj j* 3_JslaJ' a_?cj 3al«o*il o'j-*V' O-Jja d-o- 

—~J L_gds>'y Jj J —lob'j JW j>—J tl-iUjj L_^'^a s-ddoj 

.Jodi ^L*Jl (J SjjJLJ' «-U J—J ««>' 3.A£ o'^pV' 


Mer wandering in the city markets, buying what they could from city 
merchants, the Bedouins make haste to the desert. Leaving the city with their 
camels heavily laden with essential supplies, they stopped at the city gate, 
picked up their arms and headed west. 
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«UI EULxJll 


oLU jcw^ ojj53I oLSw< IaJcSo ^yJl olibll f j-c^ 

4 _->l-*Jl fill bjJjJl Ib-A j - 4 oL-^.^-j -1 

. ^JaUj j-sxJJ ^Jb^Jl 

t jJLJl jy liJl yj jJ^S' jjLptJo N Oj^SsJI jlSbo jib p ~bJl 

Lx L^_cbL- L^>-jL>-j 4 jowdl J^-b jUa^Vl oLu^j 4 _*_ 3 jJ^I jLNI cblb 
jLla>*^/! 4 J 3 j\ 0 j_t^J U-J ^y?b L)Lw>*l ^cc j ULw>-l jJIjXj uc1_p fb» y» 
ilijLwo c* j>^5\Jl ^bb- j 1 be ySj . L^colo^ oall ^Lp «»«> <yll Aj^jL^Jl 
<j>-L>* JC*J 4_cj_l-l jbSfl wL*J pj 4 lg ,cbb» ^Ijj 4 \ A^"l j»Ip ^LwaJl 

rl^A.^Q Jj- Lo Jw>-p y» ce^-ll JpV jib IJJ t iyJ_*Jl fill jlbLJl 

. oJlA <u^waJl 

cJlbJ 4 upJlp fb y« <C3 y IjJo bj jt-^> jLo-xJl ^1 Jae ^iSliA jib 

Lw^*-*< (1) j^—Co jj^JI b . CC->jb\Jl ^3 yjL^vJl <LpLw 2 ^3 oJ-^wbl Oj—bj blCA 

LgJj^)bsw-3 laJLll ^Jl^ LjJ i)jj>z-*JJ bobbtll 4-^^cbj oUlybL) l^jjy_>tjj 

y&^ (1 ((fill jljl^3 ^j^jjJlj b I.La Jl* ^Jl j^j-*->j *■— j *A*Jl fllb 

*}b>- cLtb £tw?lj 4 O-^bJl 4_jb*Jl fill JJbl L^Ljws^* C*a1^ <U_pIj_*X 4Cobo 

JJs> l-jJuJI fill ^^Ip JySCJj . I jsS jwj^bjl o>pjI ^yJl SlSbbilJ bij>» 
jl ^bviaJl ciijbo ^wXll ^1 jli . OojSl!l jbbJ yjb*jj oUb^j JuX jU^ ^<3 

t AjyJb-l 4-5 "j^Xi yo y>tJl fba A-l_>clj Al-S'bj ^yjoli <. LjJ_>- % )b“ aISCxII ol-A 

^ j5sj jJ ^bJl fill yS3 . fj yl-sfI j-~->- -b ^1 p Lglb_*iJ c^j53l o-L^»jj 
^ yil 4»jbJl olfj^ -s^-Sl ^1 p 0 jjlp 4 4^0 ^^JlpI jli* 0 y^» jl 1^5 c Jsa-^Jl fb Sjjb^ 

. jjLP ISj-J^ b^-o ^j L^P jlaJl 0 j-s^J 4 iy^Lll 0.1 a L^J 
^Sb- ^bl ^y} L5^p cpbx]| fill L ^S' LgJ j +/2 >- y> X^Sjkj OjjSjl Oj^JUwlj 

4^J JL>- 4 lo ~> r Jl ^ ^ 0 Y* ^lp oJL^P { J^ ‘j.** *X ‘“1*1 ^w\Jl ^Ibjl 4 UI wb_P ^t^»wJl 

. Co upJljJI fill y\jjj t 4lSblll oIa CC^-jli J>S I fb j-vbd 
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The Struggle for Fresh Water 


A few people realize today the hardship the people of Kuwait 
faced in order to obtain fresh water for drinking and cooking. 
Kuwait’s only freshwater source was a few wells located both 
within and outside of the city. As the population of Kuwait 
increased, so did the demand for fresh water. Something had 
to be done to solve the problem of the water shortage in 
Kuwait. 

It was during the reign of Sheik Mubarak that shipwrights of 
Kuwait designed a ship solely for the purpose of transporting 
fresh water from Shatt al-Arab river to Kuwait. They filled it 
with water tanks and called it a “water boom” to distinguish 
between it and the deep-sea sailing booms. The water boom 
was a success and many were subsequently built. However, 
the freshwater shortage in Kuwait persisted. When the wind 
was calm the water boom could not sail north. In mid-summer 
when the fresh water reserve in the city was depleted, people 
had to wait for days to secure a few gallons. 

Sheik Mubarak tried to solve the water problem but failed. 
Lines of men and women continued to wait on the waterfront for 
a water boom to appear on the horizon. Finally in 1953, Sheik 
Abdullah al-Salem, the ruler of Kuwait at that time, installed a 
desalination plant, thus putting an end to the freshwater prob¬ 
lem in Kuwait. 



Fresh Water Sources »UI yl 



©N.M.M. 


4_*3lj]l flJLJk J_A frill J-5J J Sa-Jui frlib ijJ- jb^I' C-iLS”’ 

OjiL-J Oj_J b^JUj 5—y.li l)j-Lsj jj-$k *^1^ 2-^-1' JJ-* 

tLi' j_a *J' *■'-*» ‘ Jj'-l' J 

Lgli 4_»'j< j- 4 (j! ^j—i 


Donkeys carrying goatskin bags of fresh water from the wells outside the city 
hurry through the wall gate so their masters could sell the precious cargo to 
the city dwellers. 
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© M. I. ij'jj 

;J_»V' ^L_j ;3_*d' j! >1' j-A>J' ^ /J j! J-^i 

j!_ jSs_ J—a .i_y-dl J,i t Jj'Jj. J^ s 6'0«—»' SLCj c«Ub 

'i-A LJ? s-Lflt>)l 4_*j*AJ' «-Ll' *-*£ O' 

Along certain desert routes to Kuwait, freshwater wells were known to exist. 
The desert nomads knew their exact locations and directed their camel herds 
towards them. Here is a happy Bedouin filling his goatskin bag with water 
while the rest of the camel herd patiently wait to quench their thirst. 
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SOj'js-l' j'JL_pSU ^- 1 &J c$iJ' s-Lll jjjJ j-P jb*if' 04j_*P j 

«.Lj 9 ^j_j 5 jj_.^ 1' «JL_ft jl j_P .C—ij^J' 'k-*» J-^. J*-** C-»li 

Sjl _/yL' 4 _Ja C J_3j t4_J'jJ' Ja—ftysJ ( j_jijAP ^g-Jp A_3j «<L .. »fl;l '» 

OL—J>_a jj# J—- *s- ,w»JL_*Jt s-Lib 4—ip j? 4— ajj tj—* Jj'—^ J—^ c«jA— 

j frl-il* Cs—^ O^' JJ-^ (* J *'^' Jfij-*i ‘O'j-^sAJj 

.jHljS OjJ' J L$*J 


/\ wafer boom docks on the beach in Kuwait, propped on stilts and unloading 
fresh water to the waiting coolies. In a matter of hours the boom would be 
empty again. 
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©N.M.M. 

. U_a> till* 5«.j_lr J—Lr 5 _p>-a« OjJ £>*>U 

j ^s-J^ «.llb J-fcLl ojL* jWr! JjL£ t Ak-.j ^ *Ulj ^ ‘^J 3 ' ( *r~* ia 

(«.... »Lji ... *Lji» :£**£ g-i^ 3 ' J>**A °>s! Jl ^'— J ' iR^ 3 ’ >* sr^ 1 ' 

«.UL( J—« V’j-® 3 ' OH"J ••• fj— 4_ * ; i * L? ’' 

.iJLft JjJl Ojl> (^Jxwl JLij i-5ti Jl * j» 

With three bags of fresh water, this hard-working coolie hurries to a nearby 
house to unload his cargo. Many coolies made their living in old Kuwait by 
hawking water through the city. 
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f-l—Lb *>L_o_ ; 3 t J— k> ji jLJ* (jj LCji A_LalS" Ad . t il J 0 -**. J-a^ca «Liij 

^_-J JjL_di X-?-\ J,) aJL Jp J Ip^~~ a Jjj-fcj cc—ii-' j-« A_*ks J_^ U^iiUjj oJuJl 


j-$V »L?-i OLS" jJL^Ji jJt (iLIi .*La jj> 4-j.U L« 


.a_5 ^ysjV' 8 jlj-£ J,La V jyaJiiJ' jL?- tJjLdl Xp-\ «L£b Ip^_~j» oJLft j 


Other coolies hawked the Shatt-al-Arab water in two kerosine tins. Energetic 
and hard-working, these men were a common sight in the streets of the old 
fireege. 
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~ 4-j J d» d Ll£ lt ( ^_i r a ( j_« o«.LJl) i 3j-**> JLjs oLT 

j_* 0« a i_<iiilj iJjuJ oJ-ft CjLT J_3Jj .aJ JuJJk IjUasjl (.ill j_e J> £_a 

Juji Lf c4_1p (.111 jfuJLa lS _Ip jLflJVl ((.111 ^J—sSsJl J-o^-l 'Ju» L$Jpj 

A_j C Pi L_£*Pl C<-£,/Ji ijJUb OjJL*?' lU .^3*>Lilj I j*jJ j «JLa SlJliw i j-» 

% 

L - a jj# £-®y (*-* L ^s* r*- tr 13 ’ j-* Vj- 51 ' J’j- 3 ! j! AP* SjUJ-i 

.IJLa (.ill (3j—*> (j Lg3 j3j «lL1p sJ_a a_^IjI ^1 ^il LI (JjLll ^1 i ^Ia^>-I a_jI j 

Donkeys with bags of fresh water on their backs gathered at a busy section of 
the city market waiting for a buyer. The municipality, however, issued a notice 
instructing the water coolies to unload the water bags from the backs of their 
donkeys until a buyer came, thus relieving the beasts from extra hardship. 
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© M.E.C. 

4-Jp J_2* ,J5 IaApL—j jj> jJutf bj 31 jJaJaJ J jtll j till J j 0 

c-iL-T ^JLJl «.lib La^Ai Jj <u>l3 j t>r U ^Juol\ jj> S_e-jls 

L_f jbj Lj jj» 5Jb>-5 jj ./?!' ai_ft OJU*l .oj_*Jl Ja_i | j_« tU.1 

Ja_aa»- (>5 Jp 3j_-Jl s.*j[Jjk 5jJLi» 3jj_*oJl «JL» j <w_?t*U j_PJb Lo J_*Jj . > ^1“V C-j j&l 

• ~® j! £_jb-iJ' jyp oi-^. j-ftj jf—'jjj *bi' i«tf> j'jj' 

When the freshwater reserve at home ran low, women carried kerosine tins 
to the waterfront to fill them with fresh water. One would marvel at their skill in 
balancing the containers on their heads while their hands were busy with 
other things. 
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JJ~—«> J ®LjL»JL lb_?- £_*aj 01 ^L-aIi ^3jLy» ^-Jblt i'jt 

.^•Lp «.L# s-L# J-ij^ « J aJU C-j/ it J_C of -L-jil <LoIbo 

tl gL* C— i j£J' J) j —£?-j ^ ^ © ^t_£ L-jOfijj--» Sj—g^-V' j *—i 

K» 

LjjJ^- —?- (^j_ji jt jji ^JjL_y» --•'' OLoj .IghL^J OC—j-L- 3 Ob 

a_5s 4_ftt «JLj> JJLii j_* ^JlJt «.Lil Lot .C-Jj£ll j oJuJl «.Ql AiSLbL ObT LS) 

^ «*L& j-P jJiJt J>J) ^it Lf t<Li« SjjL£ JJi ObTj tJa_LJt frLo j_* jlT 

frL_Ll (>5 _Ip Li^a?- j f.Lil . L- a - - . »7 c— jj£) 1 o ja . s _. « tj (0b_£ Jl L^Ui fe j 

.*—jJLaJi 

This somewhat cumbersome engine was installed by a British firm in Kuwait 
in 1915 to convert sea water into fresh water. It took considerable effort to 
make it work and the water produced was more expensive than the Shatt-al- 
Arab water and less sweet. It was finally dismantled and taken to Aden while 
the freshwater problem in Kuwait continued. 
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^jjuuLiL iuLLxJI 


y JuLkJl jLi dUS clSj_^Vl OjjSsJI y J^LLdl ( j-^> 

^_aJ|)) jlSwj Cy°J c ^ j-**i y° jj ^\^j a^>o ojjS3I 

^Jl ^Ll>o V jj &j <. I g <u*^j jL* ^IwLpL ^j_5J ^»Vl jLi JjLU aJjj uCr^ • 

jJJi Jl_j kj ^hj>u a_3 j . aJ Ij-j j_^> (( t ^L^a -sl-1D t j-« ^ j «* /* * M L jijr^ 

, SwLa^ 0 L*»vO L-^-^o -3 c kaS'jjL^JI® jl k jiil® ^^paj j^ 


^ g * ^ j*JL*_JL> ^ 4-3 Li j ^0 v—^*JJ (a_Jj>- j ^Lp L - J '^-i L)l ^*-j) y* 

^;>L* jtJocJ ((^Ja^JJ)) j*-*Jl y* <L*oL*Jl ^-Lj i jy>- Vi oLJ-i cjIj^>- 

^1p ^jjJuj ^^j>cil oL_£VL>-l jiJb dili JjL>-j . Lcjj 4jL^JIj o^IjiJi 

y# ij^ 3 j-^ jl ^c_>j-L^ J^ aJ-jL*JI ^ Lc jLoVl (__^l c ^~_*JLi . L-gj ^J-o—*-li 
^^jyA\ oLL^j Ltjws-i c L^iaL^- jj^ ISI ^j_vaJb L^bu aJ ^yJl oLpj-ull 
iollll y i^jjdl jl ^jJaJ.1 dijCj jl Jbuj . 4jla >-jj aJL5 y o-w-^U jJ i^L-Vl 
^3 c a.^ 1j-jJi ^yLwJi ^Ar 1 * c5a^ ^Lal (j*~^ j^-^l jr° Sj-a^p 

( j-« jl jU>taJl y* aJiaI ISj c jj>^_Jl ^jL>- <—aL aJ ( J-o-P y* viiiajl c^->j5LSl 

V[ <. Li& y j liLi jlS* jJjAJl y? j^Jl y>- y ol ^j . <u^Li-l 0 j-^Vi 

aj>c-^jo 4»^jia^o ^»jjj SJl^I 0 j-^-jL-Ij c-^LaJl J-C 015 j-Ajjj|j aa^Jl (_^l j-^-^Jl jl 

IjlJj (. ^jjjo ^ jl_jJl IJ-A • ^-Lp oJjaj>- oLilij ^—Jj_*_a*j a_5^15cj>-V 

. -ba^j- ^j -4 SjjaJl 



Child Care in Old Kuwait 


When a child was born in old Kuwait, few resources were 
devoted to raising him. His mother would prepare his clothes 
and the local carpenter would make him a rocking cradle if his 
family could afford one. However, the child would receive abun¬ 
dant and genuine love and care from his family members as 
well as from his neighbors. Until he reached school age, the 
child would spend his days playing with his mates outside, 
learning social skills while spending his time joyfully. 

If his home was near the waterfront his knowledge of maritime 
activities would increase until he could join one of the sailing 
ships. Unless he was the son of a merchant or a member of 
the royal family, there was little work away from the sea. 
Pearling and deep sea sailing provided the young man with 
unique experiences and new outlooks. Soon he would marry 
and raise a family just as his predecessors did. 

A young girl was given the same care and attention as the 
male. She could go to school, after which she would be taught 
the art of housekeeping and family care until the time came to 
get married and raise her own family. 
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Child Care 


4_> LxxJ I 



*>Li a_»bJlJ J UlUaJi iLpllt ^Li\ j «.bV' JbkV' 

jlj Jtj aUpL_t fj-eS J-> cOLj y> *ij liatf LlJb*- *ilj 5 j^>\ OU?U?- 

jr ■-■*• JbiJl 4—bj C —Cj J-aJj .\g...^a:; L$JLii? ^Lb>jy ^j-5J c*L_-iV' j-» '-ftjjtfj 

t)j_bsi' <t_il j3j c«bJb ^jj<4< «Jj-Jp» 0j-^1' djj j_*i (j J-fllaJ SJsibsJl 4^jUl e j_a 

.4_s£ j_« J_JLa V «£kdLj» a-jj_«y isL-iall ^ 3—ftlad L$s£ £-b?/ J y>- j-» 

L_$Jbrb- 4__J (j:.p 4— Ifl . j i •» 4-*' 4—^ 

.a_^uV' 

Kuwaitis were very fond of children. This painting by Ayoub Hussain shows a 
baby sleeping in a simple and inexpensive bed made of palm fronds. Nearby 
is the mother's bed and a few utensils. 
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©N.M.M. 

j' n fr»JuaJ 5jl>—*> j— 4 Oji JjL-d' ^jLjj*- (w.. * .UL-< jLab*}f' Jjwj 

cSjwJkJ' 'j—J -Lij j^tJi «.by.' jLatV 3jj—aJ' aJLftj g.lfr <^JLaw c—ijP 

5jj *&J' aJLft b ibl' JujJ j .iL^jJi' J^-Ju O' -L*j ^*»'jji j_wb- jl! jJl ^JLj O' i»3 jlLl' ( j^o 

. ^ '■—“J 4-^tX* ^-Lf- 4-l'j5» jjjJ\3 L>1 U^all 

Skeptical faces smile for Alan Villiers, who took this picture of a group of 
Kuwaiti boys relaxing at the waterfront. Kuwaiti boys were encouraged to 
wear headgear early but skill in wearing them takes long to acquire. 
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U_» j-& (ij . *-->j —J cJ^Lkll j( 0-L*I' j-» 3_)3> «4_?-bjjJl» 

J ji 3_#Uij)' j jL-fltV' 9J_j£ l_* J—< t jLii j—« ^JL« aJa? j? jJ^II i3jJal' 

J aUl l J_j( 3U Mj. J_jj^-I a d «la§ i\i Jjj-iaJ' ii_» . JjLdi jf 

. JUitV' j^ 9 9 jj-£ J*L~o Ail>- 

Simple pleasures kept young boys happy in the old city. Here some boys play 
merrily with their hoops which they found in a local junkyard. 
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L Sjljj 

^j_Sj g.jaa; OLJ ^gJljw> ibjij 5L«i-b Llpj jLatV' Oi-^J 

O j—jJuj ^1 j <L> L-gjjijjjj <»-.■ Ap — 4 *Lp' j_jjl ^iLi j? « ( J^[ilU*Ji» 

eJL_ft J j 1 _aT t^L.jjJl oL_£lj 0j_i L_gjL Je j—P Oj—JUa J Lgj 

. Li j^j «Uw &LJ.I j i—d 

Older boys had more sophisticated things to play with. This young man is 
playing with a model sailing ship which he built himself from a discarded 
kerosine tin. Through such play boys acquired basic shipbuilding and sailing 
concepts. 
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^,.4 (tJJ! dLujJ 


il)j-iJl 4 jI-Xj LgjLlj P-Jj ^ Oo^Jl J& 

dllS Jl*o . 4jj^ uj jlj_iJl Jai_>- (oLJlj OyJl) JbdiaMl 

Jufel LDl jtJ . c^i 4 j>-LL l^laj AjL^JI j*-^-*-> 

^ ^Ua l H J^-lJjl lLUJj olwL-0 ^ ^ ^»lp <u 5jLil J^l Ojj^HI 

A^jJOa ^ip Oo> jSJl Jjfc'hf ljil>" Lg-Lo-P ^3 4^jLil b)l^ J ■ C^J jS\Jl 

(^uLa ^3 ^JlxjJl (1)1 j*S* . ^ \ j*Lp 4-^*tjji.i C. *■*■*■««■>li 4 L&-\jIa~-> (_£^>-l 

d)l l ■<>. 5 c ^-J-*-jJl <.—1 ^3 4j_>J*J-l dj \j j L Jl l_^S1j-> jwlll 

Jj&l LjJLi t ^ ^Lp JJal l5 ^>- . obJl Oi^Jl L^L5 . 
ojiaj>- di-ta JlSo c ^ g Z\jA-# ^-J.<_lll OjjS ji^-i, ^ jl—*—o-U L^. L>e_>3 O-j jS\Jl 

J-ftl jL_>- ( j^Jj>dl I >X& ^^>j\ . Ojj£ 3I ^ j*-J-*Jl ^Jj-laj ^3 


^]| 4_L*j t Ojj$JI ^ (jy^<. 0-> j^vJl 

j»Lp jr \_^S . AjJU^VIj <uSjLii 2_^ljw4 jlaJ ^3 Oj-J^bj ^ ^T*\ ^Ip OojSJl 

^ i^j >•! a j « j oJLs^j . CjjSJI ^5-3 ob-JJ 4—s^jj—« Jjl A —jj ^ ^rv 

oa_^_jJ L> ^1 J-^j u ^s>- ^ c 

oL^-L^ i-wJllJ olp-j-Jl t (^JL^'yi J$ jLoJ^-j t jt-laJl ^ AJaIj\ 

. <LwoJjJi ol Jjbi t ^<>J^>til 
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Education in Old Kuwait 


Before 1911 Kuwait had a rudimentary type of teaching. Young 
boys visited the home of a teacher to learn basic reading and 
writing. Arithmetic was added to the curriculum later and be¬ 
came popular and helpful to the students. In 1911, al-Mubar- 
kiya School was established, followed in 1921 by al-Ahmadiya 
school. The curriculum in these two schools, however, con¬ 
centrated mainly on arithmetic and correspondence in addition 
to reading and writing. 

In 1936, a Council of Education was founded in Kuwait to 
supervise teaching and a new system of education began. 
Arab teachers were recruited and the existing curriculum was 
improved considerably. In 1937, the first girls’ school was 
established and a special tax was levied by the custom autho¬ 
rity to finance education. This led to the establishment of more 
schools in the years to come, making education free to all 
young people in Kuwait. 



Education 



©R.G.S. 


oJLftj A—iIs&Ij h\jJai\ i£*Lj> ^JUJ jL^I aJ] v_-_aJb 0l£» ji oU£ll 

.4...^.A.^-' A—j<ijU_Ll i \—iJj 4—C> Ai )t C— i 4 jJi# jj ^L^Jl «JLa 3j j 

* 

L_5Ua j*_Ult C—ij j-$k1 LaT c4_t ^li-l aJjOw? ^Jp LUbr ^j*>UaJl JU»i LgJ j jbj 
OL^ gj~J' <* — ««frU lj=Jai L <> jaJ OL^Ll ^jJall J_^sj . JaJL^-1 

.■^JlJLjl lalt L_gj <1 

777 /s group of young boys meet at the home of a teacher in the old city where 
they were taught basic reading and writing. The crowded and disorganized 
state of the room indicates that the teacher was out, since his presence de¬ 
manded respect, fear and the best of manners. 
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©N.M.M. 


jj J C—4 ^aUaJ 4—Jjfj C—jj£J' j j» .. UsH SjLJIj 4_i"jlll 4_«ijUll jjjC 

.ii -' 4 ?j a c (i o'jJJ' 4-Uai' ijw-i'j-'J' Jj S.i'jLll j gkr ajj_aJ' 

^wL-a J>_fll J .4_Jjjd' JiJ 0 4—.«!%: 4_ikJ' 4_£j_gki Lai' 

j_^o ^ - a i j*_Jtj cJbJL-iJ' >_i ^i*AJ «-L*in LgJ j*Jkr gjJ' 4_j*sjLJ' 5_wjLll aJLa 

^_Jl Sjj—uaJ' aJL_» ci-i'jJjd)' jj— j—>• L^ UjS'Jb JUw jij c^L-J.' c—iC'V' 

.>W\ ^iLp jjJlSor 1 ’ 

This photograph of young boys in Mubarkiya school, taken by Alan Villiers in 
1939, depicts the spirit of Kuwait's most famous school. 
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© N.M.M. 


^ lc . i jJbf ^ a .1UI> 4_p< l«S j=^sjj \ ^ Y* ^ ^Lfr 4_«S*jll' 4—»>j.Ait ^Jj ./?fll' «L^i 

jj o ls.j_^- O-il—^ llj t4_Jil*« «j tal'jJ'» j gWf LaS" A _£■ LyL ^ 4—g- j;; . /?l ' 

■_■ -^1' L-«i .i—AkJt oVjLJaJ . 4_JiaJJ ^^jr 1 jJ' t£jJ' 

jJ olj J=*ai]' 5_il^ j—c- 8 ^ k«< Sj^aJl si_ft J—*Jj .£jli-' j- 4 — -a Lg-lpU 

.4=J ^-JU-jl 

In a class at Mubarkiya school, students sat at desks made by a local carpen¬ 
ter. The sons of merchants, seamen and even the ruler can be found in such 
a class. A jacket over a long gown was the usual uniform. 
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« % >L-aU 6u»s—«il Jt J 4—ikl' j j? j gkl' 5 *^—*e X^y rjy 

4_J-I 3jj_^aJl aJLaj c3^L*aJ' oJL» J 4_pU£-I 4-*l*b g^ijjdl jt 4_JUa)l XjX c4_£l3r 

.jjkl) Jit J 4_»£t3? ■/?j S.L 4 J? j 4_jS”jLll 4_«> jdjj 4 j l tal 


In the courtyard of Mubarkiya school, students prayed during an intermission. 
Two teachers are shown supervising the prayer session. 
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frljTj OA- y UaJl 4_j 4_CJ^J' C—i y/* Jjj-i Ju^- 

(j—^ ^L_«i 4—aJS^ w>j_*J' t-3JL^-5 ijj-*ai'i <jj . lg>-j*_ij c—i 

4__-»j0ll A—w c.« <til gj_Jl ^jlJLil **■'—**> J 1$-—L_^fbrjj C—ij£)' jL_al 

.Ojj-^Jl Ja—oj j •‘JlJUT ‘—ijLftil jj .U cjjlJr' <UJ '»L-P 1 —aS" .4-^jUll 


The Mubarkiya school was followed by Ahmadiya school In 1921. Lectures 
given by some visitors to Kuwait in one of these schools were attended by 
some of the city's teachers and notables. 
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'A_a ^ J-5'j' j J j-jU-ll SjU^ JaJ jjJaJ 

JUujLl j >Lr -d' 3—• jJL* ^J ‘5JM^ 1 4 <£-*’ cT’j'^' t**-*"! 

£_«j£ 4_^»\3lj A—.yll «JUk fJL_ft f JLflJj .$■***& JU- J) iiUr)lb cd-wjOlt S-fr»jJ 

.jlL-J< .L$3 gj-SJl ^jLi j ^ £A*£. f J-J' ^ J-»J (^ 

In the 1950s, new schools were built around courtyards but were architec¬ 
turally more elaborate. This school has a new facade uncommon in the old 
schools of Kuwait. 
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iLUjJI 


(jUaJ £jL>- L$-LkM W J ^d^ l/ l 5^ dr^ f 1 ^ 

UU>-I oLS’ ^JJi j 14j j-ujU iijjil pL^jj JL>-j oLS' (( (_£-*-~^ 

t ^Ujlp^U Ijb Sj^- r U)fl -U^ll ^ . (jy^ i^HJ 

oNUi-l y 2 ^ ^L*J l—<L*-«J \ ^ % £ ^Lp Ooj-S^!l y ^yllajj-Jl wLoJL^il ^L>c_3 

. ^w>^ll 


oLSvj^>^1 yy 3 ^ y ^ ■wgJ l dijb* tw--Ug ^ ^ ^ ^ yj 

^^<231 y ^Ldd jtJL3 (. C-oj5vJl y p-gj ^ ^0^**** m*~a ^** L »i3 1 

c yLJLi-~JJ li-^j J^-*Jl *LJg^M j-^^j <> y^^ J-^ ^ <_5^- p ^^11 dr* yy^ 

. ol y-wA< j ol y^ 6^>- ^IJ^r tgl*!j oj^JI l5*^ 

JjLil J^l ojJLo obj c ^ ^ ^*Lp c^jjS3I y ^qj^>- y~*~& (Jjl y 

(^LwUNl y -LjJw^JI *Lj>-j t 43 j jll y la-^j^M y^\ y y*-?\ <L ^ a ^ 

o LJ.^jl~1 I y JuJuJi ^Li3l tdJJi . 4 j J-*-*-U d)bJj Ljj-^ y ^ j-*Jl 

y \*y- ^ j-Jl v'-r° cJljb I y* *L*JU*Nl 

> L^JLa 1 4j jvi^-' / ^ mL] 1 *» _ ^ j 1 
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Health Care in Old Kuwait 


Since its emergence as a state and until 1904, Kuwait had not 
a single trained physician. When they became sick, the men 
and women of Kuwait consulted learned men and women who 
claimed some healing knowledge and the ability to relieve their 
suffering. 

In 1904, the first British resident in Kuwait brought a doctor 
from India who treated the patients who consulted him. In 1911 
the American Mission Hospital was established at the request 
of Sheik Mubarak, the ruler of Kuwait. Dr. Mylren, Dr. Bennet, 
Dr. Harrison, Dr. Calverly and Dr. Scudder from the Dutch 
Reformed Church of America were among those who worked in 
this hospital, providing much needed medical services to the 
people of Kuwait. 

In 1939, the first national hospital was established in Kuwait 
and some Arab doctors were recruited to practice there. More 
hospitals were later founded, which led to the closing of the 
American Mission Hospital, whose buildings remain to this day. 
Although its services are no longer needed, the hospital is a 
cherished part of the history of Kuwait. 


Health Care 


4_p^o)| 4 _jLCjJI 



LIJpj tjj£ Ulki dLli OLS" J-j c Jj-J jS^ * j-£ (l 

JOJ 4_ij CJLr -Lfljj . JLaP' <U ^jJL L« ^Lib *il OlT j ,aJU3 i-si+fi Aijla^ 

^ -■*■ j jj ^ fll ' S—;3J—Jgj CiLj^P C ■ j 

L^jj j ‘*- . - y j g Jj' j'j— 

/A famous sea captain and merchant, Ahmad al-Ghanim also treated broken 
bones and was very successful at it. He is pictured between his good friends 
Rev. Calverly and his wife E. Calverly, the first woman doctor in Kuwait. 
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© N.M.M. 


j_(S «.J— ir\ <j js-^-7 <U—wi5 ^ 

jL—j j_P) JL-*- j-^J (Sjj— aJt jj—C j—£) «-l_—dJ j--» Oj—.4_CJiJ' C-jj^J' 

^ i-.i i_S' jSOl ^ />.be. L?u 0 wJLod>- 'JLa ^Jii J_5Jj ,(3 jj_^J' 

Ol_r (*L_f. Sjj saJl dJLft cJatel' JLaJj 4 j>J l Objs—-» Jl jJcMj 

C—ij£)' 0'j__i j_a 4-JL» C-«ft ! j—t*j-iL* J-Iaj li_ft 

A panoramic view of the American Mission Hospital complex at the west end 
of the city in 1939. The building on the right is the women's hospital. The 
men's hospital, pictured on the left, was demolished and rebuilt in 1955. 
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^J: — 4 V' yS- A —?cu ^ g./?»; jL_S” 4__yJtJj OjJ-Aj oiOLS' j%_?- 

(*—» 4_yall J_?-b *1 j_?uaJ| SLjsP- L^sj 4_lj ^~yj J_A w»jflJb <t_Kk> 

<»)' ^3j_A .4_Jjdl iijjoj tOL^P j» tlfbi 

*Ul j_ft jA_jJl C. »! Oyilb »_AJ'jjt J-jy0? y JU 

41 ^ «"i ^ »A ^ C* j c uXj Lj w3 j 

The bedouins living outside the city wall came regularly to the American 
Mission Hospital for treatment. As shown in this photograph, some pitched 
tents on the hospital premises and stayed until their patient recovered. Dr. S. 
Mylrea, who worked at the hospital, is pictured on the left; he died and was 
buried in Kuwait in 1952. 
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. > ^ i ^ f\s- J d— Ho- 1^-1 bj Jjt jy«V' 

l " ■ Cj ^j—&V dJLL>- ^L-3^ c4 *i l pj aJ< o d »»>l» 

.Ajl^os d-joli)j d—»Jlft jp (^g-S^ ‘^-d>jl' jj-4 JUjll 4 SJU<ijJ 


The Ameri Hospital, the first modern hospital built by the people of Kuwait, 
opened in 1949. It was so successful in providing health services to the 
community that new wards were subsequently added to it. 
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aJUjUIs j-otff 


l L^-3 AXbXijJl L o — ../j ^ y& t^-Js^-v^-Ll ^y^l jl*^ 

^J>\ c-jUiJl J)s>- a>- j^Jlo ^JLZ y-Ldli • j-^3 (jJ- p l£J^> ur^' y* 

t ^Ul j-« \J\y> jr^LSkJ' <y <■ ^L^-aJ jl S^L^l 

j\ jL>- Lcj^ ^£y>VL aJ jpow>^ Jl^y J^y^kLl jr* j 

jlaLuu *A3 c Cjj-sJI jJJASj c jLgJl Jljk A^^Ji-4 yLj JJjlj-^lj • ^ i j > H lS~^~ 

1 g • .la j ^J-iJl i JJLft (^JJl <Ua1jJ Jyj 4-Ul ci^UaJl 4 jJ, • J-** 

• jfc> lSj^ 1 £^1 

">U A-^l jJ -Li . j^LiJlj yJl y> JS2 L>jLs^> ^U-*Jl jLS" -liJj 

Jj^k yp AjULp JUj j^k>JJ jl ^y>*ilj . OwiU-« ^Jl HSy> IjLfij 

. . jt-gJ 0 ^p j^5j j»LJl r U (^jjL^-0 yj^' j' cr^' 

,/? 4 1 1 ^yo JuJixjl L^>1 t aJ1u-*J 1 dUji5 acJJ iJl c^o^SvJl ^ 

. <z^j jSLU ^L*-s^sJl <dljl— « a_*^L>tjj 4 (jL>*ll iJwA ^y lSjj* 

J yu LoJf t «C-Jj53l Jj* 1 l^Jp jJai 0 ^ki)) flSk^Vl jlwU^l ^yj j^Ll ^y 4J3ilyJU 
Jj&l Jj>-Jlo L# L)Ip 3| c aLIs ol*iljll jl Lo^ . ^yLill y* ^tr^l 

. ^5L>Jkl ^Jl *>L^2 j jl Jy ly>-LxJ jj^k y^ Oy*-L^>J jkj 

yJl LLj2_i]l ^o^j>- ^y jj-^j ^jkj>- ya ^L^rj ^Wj^l J^l jLi^-1 J-Sij 
JL^lj diLft jl5o «ijJLJl l5 P 1 y» J-^-ljJl O jS' y>tJl LjLj23j jj -*L jkco 

\jxJ\ U 131i . jJjkl Jlp ^jJJl LUii j+\j ^1 jjJl y-Jl kUiS J> cuo 
JXjJJ ^ ^ r ^j ^ " *1 j-^j 1 jkj aj A-^5j>j.l oi^l y» L^Sk- 

. i_sU^t>Llj 
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Security and Justice in Old Kuwait 


Old Kuwait prided itself on being secure, safe and just. Shops 
remained open and unattended when their owners went to the 
mosques for daily prayers, and thousands of Rupees were 
counted and put into bags without the need to hide them from 
passersby. Boys carried pounds of pure gold and walked throu¬ 
gh the marketplace unguarded, possible only due to the sec¬ 
urity of Kuwait then. 

Justice prevailed in Old Kuwait and laws were enforced. Law 
suits were rare due to the intervention of notable personalities 
who mediated cases before they reached the courts. There 
were arbitrators who dealt solely with matters regarding sea 
trade or sailing voyages. When a captain quarreled with a 
merchant or with his sailors, they presented their cases to the 
arbitrator. When a ruling was made, the parties involved would 
honor it immediately. In short, old Kuwait was a peaceful and 
secure place to live in. 



© N.M.M. 


IJUk S>\ J-Jlj . fUe US' SLUJi k-U j Usl jit fUlt *JjU» 

OVUfls?-*Al l^-j—CJl— S' An-Uj A^-Ua ^g-J Ip A— Hal' Ak. — J' ^ 

^ j /41t «i—LJI^L a A?”UJl «j—ft CJ'-S' US' iC-iJ^' J-*' '-# f jU <^' ^Us^nJ'j 

ii lJUP £u—Ull A—jjjJd' SULk' —*> j (j-—>' >UJj .O^iLflJ' ^aJU^j 

.«—dj\—i j—fl3 (^J L$1 a3 

/\ car pulls up in front of the public security building in Safat marketplace 
where Sheik AH Khalifa, the head of the security department, administered 
justice. The photograph was taken in 1939. 
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J gb.7 4—oLotj 4_Jbj —oJ H 4_*jijiib «Lju j_£ j—gki Loi” 4-^X9 ^_i-9 

j__* 5 j a 4 __Ap «Oj—j' 0j_!tajji *j*r'j ^j— aU' OL_r c.. .LaI' j? <«u*)L < <aJl» 

4; ««J 4—al?x-j? -io ^ ^ V* ^ ^JJ 6j^£> ) 

.s-.-JUaJ' lJi !>• «j»L^Il» kiLIJS^j cijubljs4 ijjj^LS^i ^j-4 4jj'i_?- Lj9 


The cross in front of the public security building is where thieves had their 
hands tied so that they could be beaten with a cane. This building with its 
stockade stands in contrast to the humble closed shops nearby. 
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^ C—ij^J' j ^L*Jl j—> »V' 3—-tfj -aJ' iiJjM ^S- (*JL-j 

-C—ij^J' j «-U ^=_jl L*jb- LjjS oL^9 4 (^ 7 —U »1 I j-Jb-l 

ii_a -i—SJj . > fL-fr aJ jje-Jli OL-Ml Sjl^j d Jbtf J 3 jj aJl «j_» J 

4_?-jdj ijj§ 4-*a*_i dJb 3_<LliM olkJJl 

The handsome Sheik Ali al-Khalifa (C.I.E.), Director of Public Security and 
governor of Kuwait City, poses fora picture for Alan Villiers in 1939. Villiers 
noted that Sheik Ali had just ordered two thieves to be led disgracefully 
through the market to jail. 
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©N.M.M. 

.js. 4_JjUay <jjJ aJIoP .tij 4—CJLoJl j_i -L?-l j JL^-j *A-^t 

^ ^ ^ 4 J_J , i ^ ~ a. 10 a ^ i (4 ^; 1—■ m C J^ 4 ^ l—l 

.■^y^S *uLb«_*ilj 4_J.LJl 4_aj3 

TTi/'s typical public security man sports a uniform which is a blend of the east 
and west. Note the type of rifle he is holding. 


All- 




J Ul 


. jlij <cL_4_£jJjJl d-0^5\Jl ^3 

^3 4j jj ^j>JJl aJLsAaI \ 4-Lw^*»J l)IS" jLoj^-1_3 

JJiJ JJi3 Jl*J| L°l * 4-L^J LiiJJ-S^ j-kj • A^jJi 

yij^Jl Sj>-!jjJI c^sai Jl oJU»J ^ . Lfj> y>^> jUJJ 015 ji\ iij^\ 

^ JJLcdJ o j^j>- aJL-m^j cu>t_--s^l j t j <JL>-j ^Ul { j-^ Lgj *^_>-ji 

Cx>«-*w^lJ Ooj£Ji ^3 ojLwoJl C-w«X>*JLok>l ^L>* ; 4_*JL« i \a j_l>tj N 

Ojil (JL*-Jlj ^jl>“ O^L^IjpdJ Al^uj 

^jJLdJ aJ^^ij jS oljL^i. IwL>“ ci*.<. > - o^j-Jl l«A& ^j»>3 cc> Lc ^w^ - O w^ --1 ^3 

. ojj5C!I ^3 o*>L^>ljllj 


Means of Transportation 


Mules and donkeys were the only means of transportation in 
old Kuwait. The townspeople sometimes rode donkeys when 
calling on a friend, others loaded it with all sorts of cargo. 
Mules were loaded with heavier cargo than donkeys, but they 
were never used as a means of transportation. 

When the bicycle arrived in Kuwait, many people found it a 
practical and pleasant means of transportation. When the 
automobile’s popularity grew in the 1950s, the donkey and 
mule were rendered slow and impractical, thus putting an end 
to their suffering in carrying the burden of the city. 



© N.M.M. 

<J ^^ iS 4-aI^- O^Ji? jJSj jjJidl j-a «j! Jwo3r; Jju 

tL ^ a j«A ? J . O? Vj 5J jfr ^j-a c-A-^5 <Ll^^-Jl iJLa jl ^®j 

. jl >*/ 2 **a <L-Jl*Ji j.^1 3jllCj 

The load on the back of this mule is not very heavy; yet, he droops his head. 
Perhaps the dreadful heat of summer has subdued him. 


Transportation 


(Jjl_ ij 


- 130 - 








©N.M.M. 


^j_J j— «) J' I aJLftj JJL (J C— ij^J' (j jUa^-1 

S (ji—J' ol—! f'j— *■ " ? a LS“^ <*— ; i*^' ^f!(J^'j J-*® (‘dL-ii]' 

LaS” jj> C_wjT <jjj-9 C-.b O' *Uu OjLS* j_^ls Lg J U L/ j(_a^-' ^bj ;4*iJ' 

LaT ;^jJ' 'i_a j-# L^IT £_&J' jij—»' c. k-p 0_5Jj .5jj_^J' «i_a J 
<mJj—ja* ^ s?- j'«i—A J_a* <-L_j (j (^L_iJ' *L_i'j ji) ^l _iX .a'j «ils_-»V'» 

.C— J jLio*iI' 


A strong and healthy donkey was an asset to these hard working coolies in 
the old city, the best ones being from al-Hassa in eastern Arabia. The coolies 
made their living by ferrying coral rocks from the waterfront to building sites. 
Kuwait had no building material other than these iron-hard rocks. 
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aj_& aJL_ftj .dJ liT OL»j*!' j_?" (j 4_CAdJ( 4_jJLll (j jL*Jl 

jj__?tC <L)L_sJLfli* 3jL_-i LsJb^£ j-j'j-j ju>- ObJb j*J( aius . J-*i b A «CJUb j*Jt» 

Obu aJi_a J_i» Co5 JL_SJ j .!_jjJb iuj*Ji ai ft jL*Jt ^ jJLi cdJj?- Jljj-U 

.OUb a Jus J_i» J JJLtf CJbT ^-r>- cC-ij^J' J *£-$ 

/A handmade cart fitted with two old wheels and driven by a mule was used to 
carry all sorts of cargo. Even the city garbage was hauled in such a cart. 
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2 _£jAj aJL jJ ^Ldl L_ft^/ t oUUi ^ c-j >3' j! c-Uj (*-? 

•^ l •:•> ■' ^ ■* .'/g uL j JL?- L«S""lj 0L-iJ' ij j « <al ' i3j . 

jj Jl J_* <«Jj-?» 4_»l*i jJLfr J-ij c-jL-iJ' 'i—ft <vy»Ljni«» J) 

jr—?- , e“ t - , 'j-^^' a j -ft* OLT j-LJ' j_* ^jJlIJufcj t4JL^b- Ja_&i- ( _ r -&LS' <uUAs —j 

. L$J <UuJ 4_J«dl (J,j Oj-Ujj 

H//7en bicycles from Japan reached Kuwait, they became very popular with 
the city folk, although some sandy streets made riding difficult. This young 
man rides barefoot. Note the huge door behind him. 
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_uksji 4Jir j jj_j ^JLJi 5jLLi u_h SUL^Ji i^-L-» J o5-^ 

iLJb: JlT jJ 

7/iese three men riding their bicycles at Safat marketplace seem to be 
experienced riders. A passerby appears to marvel at these objects of moder¬ 
nity. 
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«Jl_» dj-Sjt i j -* ; i » j) ojyi— i\ ol_t t 5jj—aJ\ «JL_a oJL^i ^ j 

J <u_i ci-Jy '-i OL-T d—-?■ l.. — iJ -lj d—j-» 3_Pji^ll a 

(*—^0 0j—Jbs J-* j-* SJ0ai_A uA^w?' t>Lf j .aLAaJ' 

.djj_NflJl j j_^ki Ui' <^—1 ?jJ'j A-TtyJ' 

^ s/na// feus and a donkey offer a striking contrast to a visitor to the old city of 
Kuwait. This bus was used to shuttle passengers and a few crates of fruit 
from Basra to Kuwait. 
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l JjjLwJI ^p ^ Oj-^-Aj cuj^SvJI JU-j ( j^j ^J 

^L»pI jyLwJl 4 _pL-s^ Jl iiLs^NLJ . ojil 'j* Lx^r ’^ *AjN ol5o 
j jJlx ^JUl oj^iJLjkl dSL-A oL? 4 dilJjl ojj-SvJI ij* <l_pIw? j-j-S*! ojLS* ^yJlj 
. L &3 ^j-^o ^ Lo 

^>jl j-^"Ij dU^LS^ 1<LJl>-jj! c-jkLo^Ji j\ c-jj-^-JI vLIIxa 

Jl^i iJjVJ- *AL J-P *lJuL-^Vl < j5lc N Jj-Ui {jw3^J-l ^ p-* j-y^J 

wOjjJi C)\Sj 4 i,_ 9oU-A ^ya 4-3^JSo <i ^ > liilLft OolS” JJLij . d-o^5\JI 

.. oJjf 43j-i“l OJ-C *>L9 4 jJLstf J^J ojJlj jjp <3jJ“l 0JwA 0jJ3 j*-L*Ju 

Oj^JI cJI*j>- ^1 4-j-pI^J l jjLwJI 4-pLs^ 43^>- dUi JlL* Ju/ail J^Jj 

4_pL*3 ^^sl-P I—Jj-*Jl ^5® kcjj 4 f'Lww^ J^ ^ -3l 

. L^i Jj^Jl jj^Ji JJ LpI^ lll 
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Skilled Artisans 


Not all the men of old Kuwait were sailors who joined ships on 
their annual voyages to India and Africa. There were a few 
skilled artisans who were much needed in the old city. Some of 
these were shipwrights and carpenters, others were the black¬ 
smiths who provided the shipbuilding industry with nails, 
anchors and the like. There were also cloak makers, gold¬ 
smiths, and silversmiths, among others. Each occupation was 
located in a separate section of the city. 

It was not uncommon to see a young apprentice learning from 
his father, or to witness father and son working together in the 
shipyard. It was only when oil predominated the economy of 
Kuwait that skilled artisans sadly disappeared. 



Skilled Artisans 





© N.M.M. 


■I A.'l.w lJj-ju \ g.fc*; OLc*L_J' iia * t\y ij jj-1' iej—£ C— 

j*jk JlS\ j-j >j jUy-' jL-T Vi 4_! f j-2j Vj ciiij 5j>> Jl C-Jj' JJjlaJ 

.OJ_jj! jj-» j i£-»J&' 0&-a®.y*' J j-fc • 3 -i , J 5 J 

It takes much skill and practice to be a fine cloak maker. This man surely 
spent years making cloaks before he became a first-class cloak maker in the 
bazaar of old Kuwait. 
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Jijji ^^>^s dUiT 4_coiJl c-j j£J' J OLT 

dJb‘l ^-b la .£j . j-^Jl 4_b£ ojJ ^(^-ij3) iJLA c3_jUj 

jiLS^l 4_1*£ UJjj 4 JJ-^"' (»fl la 1* jjJ? 3jj«tfJl oJA j 


Weaving men's cloaks using primitive hand looms was also practised in old 
Kuwait. The mud walls of this artist's small room kept the room cool. 
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© Sadu House ja_Si 


jj j.L..J' 4_rL?- 5_jj?- CJLT 4—cail' C—4_yXo J C44_S"L?- ii f 

J^ ^ ^ a i ^ L« ^ ^ai ^ C4 ^ j fljj_^aJt ^4 ^ ^^ ^ 

<UilJ' «.L-J Jo-m cJ'jLaj .j4_«Jl £s—*< J-* Uj-^i £>U0 j-a C—j 'la? ~<i 

•A—lj\ Oj-JlJl ^j-4 jJL.J' MM? C—i(j 


Sac/u weaving is still practiced in Kuwait by Kuwaiti women as a form of desert art. 
Above is a bedouin woman weaving with the help of a simple loom. Note the Sadu 
patterns behined her. 
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.(j—JJL-ftlf <J—^ «C- «^lg» 4—P'luflJ ^jJL 4JlS^j iJ-A JwL-J 

j-J? 3jLjP «4.. « ? g ^» 4-JJili f <J-* <3 

^jJa_^o ^ 1^ > U^\ ^ Ut\ a 4 Ifcji l—a 1 ^*3 i—■ *£*% «4-S*jJi» k l **^ j , 0*L*ll ijmf 

. JjLdl 

/\ skilled Kuwait artisan is shaping a tub of tin sheets imported from India or 
Japan. These tubs were used by the women of Kuwait to wash their clothes 
in. 
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.<t_Jb» ^JLJi J-jjL.J ^ j— j—* %-rfj £ (^CaiM j-*j) '4-® j4_j 

3 <U«bu_~o O jJL-.V' l#Jl3xs_wO c.^ ■wai^-' ^j-® j—+p?~ 4_flu£ J-— 4 

- J—sijJ' ^ 


/\s he sits on the ground, this artist weaves a lovely basket with palm fronds. 
Once a common sight in many parts of the old city, craftsmen like this artist 
are rarely found today. 


- 142 - 






j_« s L_c c_J' jlc J c-jJ auJ-i j-p ^Ua j_£j |l 

0L5" 0} J_j .1 ftij-^j jcusi—lb Jl d_&L«£ 4_C tgJUl j-Aj c*LjJjJl?- jJ 

<j «Jl_a j j gbj> 1—oi” ^jJLi ^jJl _^a 

^ . -T j—j£j '" ■ i ^ **^ JjJ' -Lj-ij-' Ob*j23 bJ—)»i£*^ A j ji L m—S I 

j- *1' ,Jj 4 _aa^ 4_i^» SilJL^-i CJtT *L5 )j . j 4_ilatf jy«L—« 4 jua 

. J_AAttJt 3 jjj 4_JJu]l iilJJlJ 

The old city of Kuwait depended heavily on its blacksmith who supplied ships 
with nails and anchors and homes with all kinds of utensils. Even the bicycles 
were taken to be repaired at the blacksmith's shop. 


- 143 - 




4-jJM OjU-ZJI 

y sU_J-l k_. Jl_Jj UJUUl (A 6^ : •*'J 4-kl—"Ul icJ-ill <u>_^j53l ojU>_*Jl ^U» 015 
ilj_» ^1 HLj>\ t y*Jl jjkw>j (_^rj ui^ Ljjl US <• I^Ujwsj 

cSlS yJl JoJ|-l SJU.ptj j~«lJl ol-Uyj jwaaM JU Ojj£ 11 jrjU- y UlS Sy*-' 

^ jJUj «ib—^L» OjjS^JI y <_i yu Jjj Uj> S>U.I j\ Jyil *U fjijj . djbll Uu S/ ^.UuS 
. pJUsj Sjjj ^1 i>-Ls- Uj-> ay La Al*>i y S->y>-jil olkkUJ Hcj Jj t oUaki>J.I (*ji j 

w ./-»" 4_pli j\ i_ijJJI 4 _Jlp JJaj t «yjd-L» <-*j —m *bi Cr* -U 8 —'- a jt dj-* J-Sd -^y j 
5Sy J\ o-jlil JJi *L yj Udl '•!* iy «M ry. US . t>U fy>uUj bb* cr-Ud' U-iSl ojSSLj 
Jj^jll ySL -br— jl J>- JS3j . <up j\ dy« J>1 J* N Ua^Sj >Ld 

y LL^g ^jJJ J.yjiii oisil ja dyil ^kU 4 “cS^rr^V* '-*. j*t (*-U> _?' oij^ o* ^1 

. J^ii (jlSw J^3 


0> Jj?UJb ^y?L^- c-jb L$Jj t aJ aJL^^L^j J^il ^j-P ^liU^ J t/® *^” 

jjJu ^j 5j^JaJl ^ y* (*JuS ilsu—J OjjS 3I y yjl>dl oils J-dj . dyj dyrj^ij JU-^I 

Syip yjljjJl oJl» o jSd jUwj y-S yj . yUdlj ,_yyJ'j UjII £jU- y Lgy 

11a ^y ijAll ui>-U»>^JJ SykJl jUai)H ^jjj olyJ' 

^UaJ dJLft oLS” Jj t Jyil ajl js>- ^_a. ia . b . l oJ_j_>-l i£J—aJl 0 -jj 53I t jS'-- — « ^Jj—aj 'ij 

Jl Jyjj yJI lfl*)U- y. Jyil ^ Oj&j ^Ul ytUaJ' «yaSUl» 

. L^i ybl t_a.lalj (_5U J-*-*? 5 b•—* 


il jj. ylji, L. L$iL; ,y Jui <4 jJ)l I jj-^j UUJl Jal^l ojl^p L>l 

US t cuxwSM j (yr^O tiyUJl Ji« aijj^~j> ^j->-l ^lj^> L$jU y jl cSJ L> yj t ^UJJ 
ijyUJlj ^Ull c.«. u -j»N' Jj»- ,y^- <• Sil-iS S^jj^j. oL o . ; . a .. ^“ bgjU ^ cu<J-?^- j' 
a^jjJL~il oUj-^iJl oi?-j t JwU^lj j-yU!l aJ^plj y>Ul jjU_jsj Uikil Sj-T^'j 

. ila_ 1IU>UI CIS LowwO-v^iZ] 1 


f-U t J}y~ JSa OJll ya UojiJl j! (j j - va -aJO y*«-Jl J>-U o^Sldl (^jkH <_y Ulj 

^ya ~J < (*_sLSCJl ^ /»■) jaSJIj . bLp»-l Jydl J^* 8 - 4 (( J-S3l» (J^ M -k-~jl 0 jSj -L>-LaJ.lj Jjbil 

Jja! 4_J| UJLj t (JA.bJl ya g-lk-~. l l a_J yS~j t j-va-U jl y. J^ij*-> ^yki-a (jUall 

LgjUa?j ySU N isUkJ ij-lj ^-SlJill *jSGl» SiJi y (*J^' J? 

. oUKJL 
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Local Architecture 


The architecture in old Kuwait is characterized by its success 
in “transforming the local values and way of life into archi¬ 
tectural terms,” as stated by a contemporary architect of 
Kuwait. The Kuwaiti master builder, known locally as ustad , 
drew no plans on papers; he figured the proportions and made 
the plan in his mind. His success, however, in using traditional 
techniques with locally available materials such as mud, gyp¬ 
sum, coral and mangrove poles, is all too evident. 

A house or a mosque in old Kuwait was always built around a 
courtyard where a brackish water well or a freshwater cistern 
stood. In daytime, there would be plenty of sunshine throughout 
the house. Invariably, a few stairs led to the roof, a much 
preferred place for sleeping during hot summer nights. Close 
to the house stood the diwaniya, or men’s meeting place, with 
its private entrance and coffee-hearth in the center. It was there 
that the men of the house would entertain their guests. 

In nearby villages, however, houses were less sophisticated 
and blended beautifully with the surrounding environment. 
Some were fishermen’s homes; others, such as the romantic 
kubar, were retreats that belonged to city dwellers. They re¬ 
sided there in the spring when the desert bloomed after the 
winter rains. 



City Architecture 


4aL>%aJI 5jU*JI 



liJj—^ J-* 5_CJiJt c— jj^J' j_* J^—-iUV' J—£-A' 

^ - « ig (J 3j_^t ^Us t; ,>il j^sJ( ji jjJaJl J-i* 3— J-* tj-* ^J : <A*j 

J 4— Tj? Vj ;l£j— UJ' jj-L_ll J (j—^ J— la? dLl, .i,ll j? 4 

iJl?- (j 5jLll jUaj*iT Jjil' 01 ^-m> jjjJ' 


Lfr J_ la? dL>L—-> cSj—£■ d . « < » dC-laJ' 4 _jj1' Oj_j ^ o./aT *)fj .ddl*—iJl «JLa Jjw 
l_ij (Jl_3j) 4^—J' j_« 5 _j j djSj d~ £ JjLdi J ^iLlall CJLS' i«^ga .tC'j» 


. LgJlj ajxzS 


This typical two-storey house in old Kuwait, made of mud and coral rocks and 
roofed with mangrove poles, is not only easy to construct but also quite 
durable. 
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© N.M.M. 



J's—•***" J—* 4^ ^v’W’ J JjLdl J_?-f 4 _g^-l j 

l—c*-.>L_Jl Ak 5 _-Jl 4—jia-ry^j .iLL^-l Jt_^ S_£ji^ll j.* l ...l it jjJall 


V*W' J-i-**' 

JaA—^l <j“® ®jj^—*Jl **r4 L-si .«oL^Jdb» >—3 j_«j gjjl j u«*Ljl JjL**)! 

*^J j J jiJ-' «*» ilafll-Jl jUadV' «L-d L^i« c—»flJ giJl «j*jj 1 JLl» 

J-ijj L-fc^PtJ Li Olp^ oV SjLJJ L^-lPjl £jL-iJl aLsL-JI jLk*V' oJU Jju 


.LajUT 


777 /s /s the front door of a typical house in the old city. Note the simple 
decoration at the top and the small opening underneath it, which is an outlet 
for rainwater after an unexpected storm. 
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j iJL-ftj c4_3*^J jL*j 4_^Jj ^ilJb j'-g*- JJ> Jjii' ^ ■*JJ-i 

j_i£ Vj ^l_aalb 0j-& L* <l_*I SJLi Jp <lJj t«^L?*jl»» (Sjj_*al' 

• C—3jJ' liLJi gjjjL?cJl (Jji SjLgjs Ju_? 4 -JLj^ ^j_aj j_* t^UiS” 

TTh's device was used to keep the front door of a house in old Kuwait closed 
and secure. It may look cumbersome but it was very effective. 
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© N.M.M. 


^£_J' ijj ^ai\ _a ,j j flk? a _CJLaU c—3 <J Jjil' JaLC' 3_wj' 

(jJL_Jt C— jj) jL_?isl' JL^-i J yi—» 3—fr'j Sjj— f'—^ 

.C—ij£J' J fljl—ajJ' Ja_i (>s JLp 5^Ldl 3-_-»jUJ' O'jj-JisJll 3_?s-si ja\ jiV' ji -U>X»j 

L *■'1 ,£_j Jt 9J cA_ilijj J jUi' c-?-Lo 4U«b«_~j O'jjAJ' JjJi' '.Li J 

j »<>■«< 3, .tii 5j' owl' JpLC' i j-» Ja_C 4_J\^ ^Jj .Ja~—»J' (^jLa*1' 

J ^JL~1' C—C—iT’V' j-» Jj' J-*J J- 1 —J' L~-j) (JjjjJ-' C—J 

J_3 jj-js './!../!?• j~i a^-' i^jJ' ij-iA' JojLa*1' 4_«1p uij_i' -LflS .C-Jj^J' 

jjj J_! Jl_ 3S jj^-il' ^j£i' jsr'-J' Jj-$3 SjJ_^flj' «.U J jo=-V' L*' .3 jUJ 1 oi_i 

* 

3-_-iiM iit jJLj 3*>L-£'j 5J—ije}\ j-j'jIp 3_J*>\j j_^o Oj-£i'j ('—O'jj-flJ' C—j) 

^ •' ^' &jJli c.n.a.pj JlJ Jj—1' 'J—a j Ol_«U^-' 3_..^ji O' j-S”ijj .i—Lu^-'j 3_9^jl' 

.Lij*- OjJ*J' J) 3-jjIaJ' Oj—J 


Here are four types of house facades in old Kuwait. On the right is a merchant's 
house and his diwanniya, or men's meeting place. The pointed archway 
indicates some Persian influence, while the diwanniya is of typical local design — 
simple and well proportioned. The two-story house on the left with its Indian- 
influenced facade, is the first concrete house ever built in Kuwait; today it is the 
Sadu house. The fourth type is of a three-storey house built by a famous city 
merchant, probably the tallest house in Kuwait then. 
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4_iaJltjj Jij—< l_J j ^Sai oL^jJl 5_jjj 4_sr’j Lai” Jj-i.j£j' J jilt J^b 

lJ^j— '1—ft J—kj £^Jatl Lc >-3jjJ' . j>-*sJ' j ^J-£» ‘t-ya-*'j 

4_ij ^ ^T"£ Jj^-1' J cSJLIl JJ? jj c3jj_mflJl Ja—JJ ,j 01 j-JUl 

Oj—iJl «-L* Lg*3 Ja_<i£ gjJt «i_*jJt» L#i . LgJ'jL?- jl L^-jj ^LOjl w>j—iij tj^ ■/?,•>• J jilt 
U-^J • J 1 J-^' '“ a *' L# V—a ? (*-ij'.«.L» j-»l^ La ijo JJaJ' J £.0?js3 

j <L_iP ji lsU' J.. ' J—t Jjil' ••> j-Ll ^j*Llt j-$*i jL-j 

L_^ jt JjJ—1' o </?* J—f? Or* irL-lt Or**^ la_^*)taj ■ Jj^“ c£' 

,4_JLp. jJkj OlT 

/ns/'de a typical house in old Kuwait, as painted by Ayoub Hussain, all rooms 
open into a courtyard which receives generous sunlight daily. In the shade of 
the neighbor's wall, women drank tea and exchanged news. 
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jSL-iJl iUas-• 0 j-£j L» SiU- ^ Cjj&I JjU* J_?-b J»y til U»( 

^ *!**i V 01— o»l ' <Jj-k J*A-*a3 . *~9j_a!I L^j 4_L &JLa£I ^Jl£ (J J-»41^ 

j OL?dj 'j 4—4—-O’j( j_fr Ijj-sS” *J' cJifi—-i (*-&jjj . Jlv--lfr' j jLi#( 

J) J^*' <-'j-i' js-9 jLj j_* aJL*cy uii—J' jJ L^iljJbr 

J-^" Oi-jL-ij j_*Jl ijjJj -4-^ ij-ii «•!j_a 4 _LjI J-?*J oL^tsill «JLa J%> j-t 
Jt-ij j\ «4i_ijj» 4_9^ J-f Jj .0'ji-i-i i _ s -U jf «i£—!i» ^^JLp J—Lr dLL-ij ijjj Vj 
L_ijij u3j_^Jl J j—U-lj .L_g-9 4_yj)l Oljii jl oL?-l^l Jo—m J O'j-L^-I j 4Jj3*i« 
J ^j-Ol' j—* ^ '•*— ft • c r'-£^' ^ ^ L?j-b4. d ' ^—Ip J^L-Jl L«fj 

•ut—^ <~ , j-i' OLOli L^j UT A_c_Ji]l Jjb# 

T/i/s fine painting by Ayoub Hussain depicts a typical room inside a typical 
house in old Kuwait. The floor is covered with Indian mats made of coconut 
fibers, and the two baskets on top of the wooden chest are to keep clean 
clothes in. There were no such things as furniture and air conditioner in such 
a room. 
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© N.M.M. 

J—j' uJl l—g-3 c5_j:u5]l C—(j JjLdt ijyU' *jj—^ 

. 4 .i 'jjJ-U «0' j « M '» i_flA —) l g.lg Jt.'l^.j s-Lo^V'j tOljjjJl d_3^ a _' g - J U* ^jj( 

.4—jSJj^Jl ‘Ug' j «> l ) «»l ' ^rJ a .< > * SjaL?- j «j99tj 5>L^P*jl aJLft C-jLS^j 

S—.4—4_J9 MjUAJ Oj-£j L« SiLfrj 

j'—J—«J-ij)f'» j' J^' M .4-j'ji*VJ' »—JLj ^Lol 4_Jl£ Jij altl 

.L^Plr’ Oyfij£s J-*' <j4-w. OLT gjJl 4_iUjl OLL^I twJb^-3 

The diwanniya was an important part of life in Kuwait, where men could meet 
to discuss business, politics and religion. The private entrance to the 
diwanniya is on the left. The cross standing at the entrance of the room is a 
radio antenna. 
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©N.M.M. 

I*A jr-S'j ui-rft3ta .<>'jj C« -i f 'V' ji {Jjjts JjLdl <A_?-V j 

5js_?" Ji ij —*j J ( j—* 4 j«Ap 1 m< j' ^lv_ jL_r JL_a)j . <ob .^l» 

■laJL^ (3 jt_£J J_ xj j\ g;ll 

eJL3* 4_i3'jJl 5jL—Jl L»«i . J^_lt J_>-b ^j—*J' -L-H ,Jt JjLJl «.ij_<M Jt>oV jJtj i J^ill 

. J_i C-Jtw? JL9 0jij ji Jl_)*A 3 Jjil 

Local masons at work applying a coat of gypsum to a newly-built house. The 
square tower at the top of the house is to catch the cool north breeze and 
direct it to the sitting room below. 
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4»Jbi «Jl A ?a3 j Ajt ^ jUi - . *) ^ kA< 51' iJLa A: ««.y* iJL^A ^*wJ 

cOL«_j9jfJ' j_A JuJuJLj Jjil' UlA j-a .Ullj 3 A-PtSiiJl j_« J^-Ujl «■'j-i' ^JjJl 

lS -juc*'*}|' (J^LiaJl j -*.Jl CTr^' «A_J' ^'j-* J-* jJ' aJ^ A_i 

ei—«£' 4jj$ tiJjil U1.J& jL$?- La? (j 

/\s f/7/s house /s demolished, the wind tower, or badgir as it is locally called, is 
exposed. Wind entered from above and passed through an outlet in the room 
below. This was the only way to cool the house in summer since fans were 
not yet used in Kuwait. 
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©N.M.M. 


OlSj .«JiA -a» uJji-o ujJ Sxj j_ <ij3 \'jJ J_^ ^jj| a_iJ| j\ 

0=^i l }y= ^ dJ^Aj . L^b>w>i s.Ur'b C-9 jg. 4_=CJLaJ» C-, f .Jl 4=jX. J obw _ Li ^ JUJUll 

c=3j J (_id—il J-JaJl 5*-l- » ^=J>"*>Ljj .4Jk_.-Jl L_3y-jJb 4_yjil Obu Li 

.JljjJl 

Sometimes two houses facing one another and belonging to one family were 
connected by an archway as shown in this photograph. There were many 
beautiful archways in old Kuwait, under which people passed freely. 
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© N.M.M. 

. jJULow uy. C— i j£J' 4_yX« j cii—*1' ^ ^y 

iX-^tu ^ -~ 4_^>u3 i3L_Jfc Ja_Ji3 L ^' Jk^' ^ J-^ dJLjL_jj 'JLft J_io Sjj-l *ij 
.ie j_? tJL« j'J^Lj 3_^ljJl Jj-5j c^fl «<i' 'JLft J^L?*- all 0) .4_J «.!j_Al 

Tfr/s archway is coupled with a hanging wooden bridge with a small window 
for ventilation. The way under the bridge led to the waterfront. 
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jAjtf 4_ f Jbr ^ij uii—I' J-*£ -L5*U j >\ '**-*J 

jU j!t j J‘AJrl 0J» :*AJLi >^rV 3 jj— a3l aJUk l 5 -JU. oj—i/Jl oL^ll jJp AJJj 

.«C—i(j 5L^( jjj? L« Jjl cjJifljl l j-» ts^ *?-***^' ui^^' 

"Dignity made of poverty and leisure is a keynote of Kuwait," wrote Fraya 
Stark when she visited Kuwait in 1937. In the shade of this beautiful archway, 
young boys relax for a chat with each other. 
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© N.M.M. 

— Ti cSj— ^LL-Jt jj C—jj^I' J— a' 4_j%i J 

^ j-* Jj' J-^j (*J—' j-» *J! JJ-&. J- 8 Oj-Soj j 

(Jj ^La—5—«U)l 4Jl .~b- j <UJl?c: -ilj c^l JjL—4 .til C—ij£)' J wl 

4 A ^ j m I f ; ((J,U_^Jl 1 o ftjy-i d jL_J' i3l :& ijL_i"j - k'jil j__iai Ol^j 

■'—, j . ^ —. tJ ' iijj—* 4_g£ L_*J 4_»3 Ls» (,^ jJr\ iiLii3') t'[ r ^aP 

.4_-»JA J_i j— «jJ' 3 j*-9 C-j^ a>c_wi ^JUl jJr ' 3jj_*s «*i-AJ 

ji Ja—^-' j - ^ j—«j . ^ ^L_£ jjj_Jli j—J' JLJaJi)! 5jj_*ajl ai_a Ja_aaJ' J_aJj 

.4—JLp 4_i^~«jo C—j JjuL 0«L£a! JLij cbj-r ja (JljLfl (J,l<> .t.Jl 

This two-storey building was erected at the beginning of the twentieth century 
to house the daily audience of the ruler. It was an impressive building then, 
situated in the heart of the city. It housed the municipality offices for some 
years before it was finally demolished. 


158 - 













© N.M.M. 


J_«3 ^ ^ * V ^L_P *«pJ' «^3j' «< iJ' ®Lj i£XS\ J .. A & 1 ' j-Aj cijj^vJ' i_A—~J' j - A S 

( j_a j_»a£Jl 'JLa L^js gjJ' i'j-L' O^-Oa^' J_S)j .) ^ W C—rf 4_Jj >J>Loaji <J' 

j-^aall IJLa (>5 J^ JJl_7 JLi'jJ' ^^-Ap Jjii' ^3jl> jJ'j J-*Jj •^j'-^"' 

OLT J_«?UJ JJa_-»' <3j—3 4 J-3 Oli' '.La O' jS'iJL; ^jO^-'j .«JLu f Jy^- 

.C-ij^J' J LgJp JaSL^' 5_CJoJ' jLJ^I j^A &jAry> j-u aiJ' '.La J'jL*j .4_£k iijL» 


The ruler's palace, known as Seif Palace, was built by Sheik Mubarak in 1907 
over his stables at the waterfront. The design of the palace, noted for its 
beauty and sense of proportion, as well as the materials used to build it, were 
all imported. 
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N.M.M. 


c—Lflj' L« d jod C-J»b jj» 5jLf^ C-jsT Jj-^-UJ obj £j*bU C—ri (»3 

^LJl iJLft (3j3 S3.^blJ 5JJ LftjU?"! J3 jiL-i oLS"j ,«bbJj 

.di*j 0U1 aiui Jj iiu?! 

/A later addition to Seif Palace is the front staircase and front door as shown in 
this photograph. The text above the door reminds the ruler of his transient 
position: "If others were able to hold it forever, it wouldn't have reached you." 
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©K. O. C. CwjfliJuitty. 

^_s?- >^T> i_u C-j j£J' 1 j-i# oLCi j^aii Ijjpt ijj-xfi 

Jjx. _ ^ 4_J J 5 _ CJLflJl c—ij£Jt A—yol ^ J —iJ' ^JaJ' J '-La £-*j • > ^ 0 « f'-*’ 

^ 5 j -<i ^L_ar j -/»slt iJLa J JL^ji Lai" .4 _j» ojfllb LZjJj-j oU^- ijj L«jw ^Lt? ji 
01 jiLT j_jJJ 1 j'jjJ' C- . A Lil£* CJLS”” j jjV' Ja^»Ji C —i^3 

.djj_sail J 4-yOl* jj_-> J_fl ^j-iJ' J.j-£-' £~J' 

/An aerial view of Dasman Palace, home of Sheikh Ahmad Al-Jaber, the ruler of 
Kuwait from 1921 till 1950 as it looked then. It has since gone through tremendous 
changes and modernization to suit the present ruler of Kuwait who inherited this 
palace from his father Note the east end of the city wall in the background. 
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© N.M.M. 

( UH US' i)U-J (►*''-*■ J-*j* ^UJ' 0 'jjO 

S j ; ^iLi.1 JLy' 0L^3 tCuj^' (j lijjA* ji j^jUa* ia-C ^-lp 0'j-i»d' (,$-* 

_a •>.-' Sa ^ ..p \ O'^j-U' 'JLft yL jJ-Pj?* ^uj—£«J' OU ju>-j ,<LC.XSJ' u-jj^J' 4_jX» j 

*.!_*■ a JUS *J y ^ .^_~J J' aJ^X* ^Ls' i_lJr 3_SU*- <d c . fl ..»< O' JU Cuj£J' 

,*A*U» aj_«A3 Cuj^ll ^_9'j*J' jj*)' 

/\ roya/ diwanniya was built by the Sheik of Mohammarah (Persia) at the 
beginning of the 20th century for his occasioned stays in Kuwait. It was an 
architecturally unique building which was later used to house the national 
museum of Kuwait. It was left empty after the museum moved to its present 
site, only to be destroyed by the Iraqi invaders in 1990. 
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© K. O. C. X? 

dbL_dJ' J flk: C I j£J' 4_u*U J C-ieV' j-« i-dt JjLdl c£>*■' 

^jLdJLJ Jj-d£ll «0j-£U'» 4-d( U C-J' J>-Uj «£jLiJt ^Jp Ulalt 

j_4 j_Lll f.L-« J_Stf gj !i ji' cjjil' . J j^-LjxT L^-l j? 

.^jLdJi j 4 i-^Tj d/dt 

T/ 7 /s house facade in old Kuwait is characterized by a set of windows 
overlooking a main street, and by a veranda over the house entrance, both 
uncommon in the old houses of Kuwait. 
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©N.M.M. 


3 — 4 ^ ;«< — ^,,;,.1' (j—ft 0\—S' \ ^ V^ 5j j . /?1 ' sA_& 0»L^1 

jl j \p )2j \ a>w? ^ '_ a Ol—S 4 ^Jl£ w^ji—3 4—3 ^3^—»*Jl Iflf l ^ « /?3 l 

J^-\S UJlfl ^g_ui' Jljl—«j .4_JlIaj jJi Ojla ..U 1 j_&a 4_*j ^_w?t 3 4 -_j^ 3 jUwfcS 

.C_ijSJl J 4_JllajjJl Qjlfl_~JJ 4-—JjJ( ^Lll 


The new British Residency was nearly finished when Alan Villiers took this 
photograph of it in 1939. A highly modern building in Kuwait at the time, it was 
located on the waterfront near the ruler's palace at the eastern end of the 
walled city. It later became the British Embassy in Kuwait. 
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4—yJ ji l5j— j !L' jS—j 4 I^jjj^Jl ^j-£ll j? Jj£ 4-?-jJ 

Jl j ^ju (jJaJl «^JxJl» ^j-jl oL^ill 4_jjj 4-iff^j Loi* c^jL?* 

^JL«——j Vj .4-JlJlJj Ojl_ftjL £_;J^Jl Ift j . «J>J 4—^j JJojj j^JLll ji jy^-l 

i-«i4 ^-uli li^-A Jju ^3 f j-J^j J>-*)j .4-J^Li^J J ^^iLjiJi jj£ 

.£-JjJi J—423 J 4-Jj 0J-PJb 4-jUit o£LJ 4-XJ* V 

T/ 7 /s simple kubbar was portrayed quite romantically in this painting by Ayoub 
Hussain. The design of this hut blends nicely with its desert surroundings, 
making it a relaxing retreat for any city dweller. 
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ilu^SUf j^>Luuuo 

j&i «^^l» oL^ ^ a^L^I Jj»c-J.I 

j\ oL; ^y> (►—U J^r«-~-o J5 ^1 kjjl'-^ 4 J-®^ C5^l '-Lr*’ 

f- f- . 

. J^-1SJOu C-o^5\Jl ^3 J^j-L^il *bj j^o Jilj . 4-^3 oil jl ^ 

J c t _ r ^lJl Sjl^ Oi^-' <jk t_riO^d u^) ilr 4 -T^' O^d 

^a >-j jjUs jyi iljil -' J r^-'~^ *0 y J^i I.U 

JU^-I ^i AjIp J?-L~o IjXi Jlai cillS £-*j t J*0-lj o-uOj _/*0 j_pw?j 

o-oJ.fi . ^_jJ SjL^jJI kc I_^aJ cj\J}-° oIJj . iisL-Jlj 

Q.« a7 jl J t (jjjUaJlj OOo-^'JI J^-L^o LfjlS^o O-Oj Ak^kl J.I dlL 

jLp-U.1 ^J\J- Cx>w^li <_A^ ‘ 0^- W’LO 

Oj-ilyiJlj jyijilj *l-k^-lj a^jSlI Lf! yp LoJ)’ . t/ o^j^-jil 

ii t ^TJOJI Oo^&l Ju>-L~o J oLp UjLoo jJ (jjjl y.S/1 (. jyr\ *UJ 

a^Lo^i 0ijjjJl ^1 jil -b>-l £jki; ^ “*-*-! ‘O p '—*^jIp i—kjj ksj 
(jjL^o &\yJ LoJa icJLill Jl>-I— ll «1* f JJ“ ol^ J^j • “k LijiJ a_J ykoall 

j_>-l~ai si* isy, o' -O fjO 1 j ■ y iaj_^ ajJj <• jy 

(jL>-jkJl) SjrJUiJl c-Lw’-'^l ^ilj-* *iy y>c-3 • *4-®^; oJljLo 

• (*_?c^ <3td (^ l5~^' ^Jjl^ ^y°J 
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Local Mosques 


The mosque was one of the more prominent features of any 
fireege or quarter in the old city. The entire male population 
assembled there five times daily for prayers. A mosque was 
also a resting place for a traveler or a poor man in need of 
shelter for a short time. 

Mosques were built of locally available materials and their 
simple and efficient design reflected the values of the comm¬ 
unity it served. However, new architectural ideas from Persia 
and Iraq influenced the later designs of mosques in Kuwait. 
The once humble minaret of early mosques was replaced by a 
tall one which rose majestically above its surroundings. 

The blessings of these mosques continue, for had it not been 
for their survival, young Kuwaitis would not be able to locate 
their fireege or know where their parents’ houses once stood. 



Old Mosques 







j jll iglC A 4 L-^jiU jl iC l_*T citl —**j j L-iU£ 4_J?C* i 

oJ_ft ^ ^ ^aJ <J ^j—5Jl jl Vj .b*—^Ja—*> j—^ Ja—L-^PbJjlj 

^_3ljjl ^ 8 j y**P dJLftj , iw**LdiClb jJ V 8j-J^ U oLS*' «-L-flJj . L^J,I 

dJLft J J flfe* UT Jli" JJi3 c4Jb O^LpJj 4-obft J-i (4-JbM 3-^jbM Sjljj) JL-Jl ^3 ^U? 

5— 5jV' a^jL— ij j—?«Ji jj_?w> j^o djbL?- Ja-^%j . V\V*^ ^Lp J 5jj_*a!i 

. L^Jla J jJ 5^31 Jl AjJldlj 


► I l /34 


The old mosques of Kuwait are often very beautiful. This one near the 
waterfront is among the oldest in Kuwait. The walls were built of coral rocks 
plastered with mud or gypsum and the windows were handmade by local 
carpenters. The pipes protruding from the front wall are to drain water from 
the roofs in the rainy seasons. Alan Villiers commented once that "Kuwait has 
almost as many mosques as ships, but there is no priesthood." 


- 168 - 
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C i_d £ JjJbll ^jLojw Js_C jj S_CUiJl C-Jj£3' « j_« jj^\ J&\ --* 

-i aJj .Ji*—«J l' «.L_J Jej$\ i?-'—-wa 1 Cj ^ yj- £jl> iiLw <L_i 

^LJl ol-S'j ,5^_*aJU tpL ;jj L_$Jb*.U J—<Ji-5J ijJLdl J] IaL-i> Xjuo .< Oij_Lt OUT 

.«Ay t —jl^» jt ^g-lp Jj-UaJ cJk ^i —» »o -U j*^JjjLj>cC OjS"jL«sj 

T/?/s mosque in old Kuwait is unique among the mosques of the old city. Its 
minaret is built over the entrance outside the mosque courtyard. Its grace 
and beauty, however, are unquestionable. 
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Jj 0* jj> 3yLfi «.L$yl Xju 4_CJLflJl C-jj£)' —» «L*-' J-^-b 

OL_Tj .Oiy J' qJULt J A—J ^JLp j_a A_3 yu Lj jU jJl y_* U^s—uJJ OtT J_5Jj . JijJ-' 

j' £ j 01—^3 (4_«i^ ^ 1 yC'*^ ^_Ajy#l t-l—Jji A—* O j 01 

jjj—ij-uaJl—j 2_&)t js—T tOL_c)M j—oJjJt ^j-^-9 <«yJ—$* y$jyj (*—$jyi'y. 

.>U-I 

There was nothing more graceful in the old mosques of Kuwait than the 
evening prayers performed just after sunset. This photograph shows the faith¬ 
ful as they begin to leave the mosque after their prayers. 
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GN.M.M. 

' A O'j JL-3j (4—JLu 5iL-£)j 4 4.4 ft J—3) S \ V^ P dj ) « d l » d 

jj_C j_£) i' li_ft <_JU»j .C-ijJ' dLb j Oil-4 jj> l$iL-4 L# j! 4-—j 

oL_T J—43 4 ^J'JLjT c—j jfll J ^ ^^-Aj <%£—^ j-i' *j—$*» (®jj—a!' 

U—a J JJLJrt J 4kj_-Jl ijJuJi jJii4 J_*Jj .4 _jPj]' jjjo? J j-laiU Ll»ji '-$d 0j—i£ C-jj^J' 
c4_oilall jL-jfHl -ia— a£i jlj U> .«6W ^A_ft t^JJ' ^-jLsJi 'j-i 4-rfil^j 

. Lglftlj C-Jj£U 3jL-> 0L& 

Pictured here is one of the larger mosques near the marketplace In the old 
city where Friday congregation was held. Across from it stands the most 
famous coffee-shop in Kuwait where the early rulers of Kuwait held public 
hearings. The coffee-shop, however, has unfortunately been demolished. 
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U ftj , j)»j Ljj j—* ijjs—1' ^ j cijuiijLt SjJil' A?«—J.1 

A-J^^JJ>> . \'V . .. C ml' 


777 /s /s an example of an old mosque which was demolished and rebuilt in the 
beginning of the 1950s. Built of cement bricks, it has a tall minaret of foreign 
design. 
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;.l' <J aIpL-j j-a A-Js- CJLT La ^_lp C-Ja_jJX 3 LL' ^j-H\j JL1 j)t J^L~« C » J b 
As «•»«*>' 1' <<*A_j 1 l ^^ ■ -■ >->> f \ A^^3 ^ ^^ .-1 i ^ JL3 ^j 

.Woo ^\ _P A-aUJi ^iLi jV' SjJto 


The small villages outside the old city often had small and humble mosques 
such as this one in the town of Hawalli. Though built of cement bricks, its 
minaret is short and of simple design. 
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lu'jJLH C4J9-SLM 


^Jl fiUJ-l ^jul j-*5i OoLS J_JL_9 t Oj j5v]| ^3 JJ^I l jS> dlllA ( j_S\J 

^ill oajiji-l ^)l toLJ-l oL^Li ^yi a_J| (1)jj>-l_ij>o Lo JlS 3 Lg-Lftl 

o-i3^31 (J^* l5^ ■ j3>o_U 3 ojUoJJ Lg-ojJ oJLS' 

t Jw^Jl> 0^laj»J.I o^II Sj-g-ill > J^>j (jJjljAJi ^ ^yix*S\ o jLj ~L*_>3 t I^£3-* 

j^-laJl olil c_5^ 0j_<0 diU-ftj t (3j-vJl ^1 Vl L^> 0^_>O 

0 J^a Jj-^vJl ^^3 aJ^LJLSI ^-LviiJj 3X*JJ ^-gJjLa ^)l 0^-J>- 

. lg^3 iSji-\ Iwlgj j (31 V I JjLij CO>“ t iwJ3*!. I (1)1^1 ^P>- L$ 3^ I 

otj jL>oU o 9 t o^pjJj j ou^SsJl ^3 ooJ-*j wLaJj 

Jl j-^l dlLjfcj ; q!)LwJL! j->-Ij ^jjUa-*JJ diliAj t jLs^a->rJJj ^ 3 ->JJ y^j 
d3 j-q~aj OJl 3 -^VI oJ-A 0>3 ^3 OOj> La l^|_J • ^3J>- 3 I 4_pLsizj ^J53 (_£j-?*“l 
^JJl ^Ij^Vl viSb-g-3 . oLJ-l j^Uio ^jA dJJJj>“ JJ Jj la ^lp £jASj 0*jIj 4_>cg_Jl 

P l*-w 11 J | C 4j 3 ^ I^mJ 4-9 Is 3 4J 3^“ 3 '■*5 *-A—O | 3 J ^3^ 3 ^ ^ I 

^Lal ^j-wJl j-jw-S* 3I . jUa^Jl 3I ^jL^aJl 3I 4_JLoJ$Vl £jL ^L^Lij 

oLJ-l> 0 ^oLp Jl3—*>l . <_ > J_*Jl *lil ^ £-JJS ^S' J3 >JJ 0J3^ J&~*1 *3l J-w-^ 

iajtJl J—gij yis>- 4_lbji? 0»l3.0 Cj3531 JaI t—J3JJ ^.Ip 0 >c_^_J| OwU-^I ^UL3 

. Igjja ^3^“! L5^ jJ*3 
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The Local Souks 


Kuwait’s traditional markets, or souks , were an integral part of 
the old city. Souks were colorful and diverse, some being 
highly specialized. They were the meeting place of merchants, 
men, women and the people of the desert. After a light break¬ 
fast and a cup of coffee, shopkeepers left their homes and 
headed for the souk. They stayed in their shops buying, selling 
and receiving friends until noon when they went home for lunch 
and the noon siesta. In the afternoon they returned to their 
shops where they stayed until sunset. Although the souks then 
became deserted, the shops were well-guarded. 

To wander through the souks was a pleasure for a visitor to the 
old city. He would enjoy walking through the narrow and 
covered markets teeming with activity. He would pass by a 
group of bedouins from the desert sitting near an arms shop 
waiting patiently for their guns to be repaired, or hear a group 
of women bargaining with a textile vendor, or watch an old man 
waiting calmly for his turn to get a free cup of fresh water from 
an earthen jar provided by a wealthy citizen. These were but a 
few interesting sights the old souk had to offer before modernity 
changed the spirit of the souk and hastened the disappearance 
of most of them. 



Old Markets 


3\yJi\ 



© N.M.M. 


^ j ^ i ^ Ip 3 j a ^ j zA \ ... a wLjja!^ 

a 'p£ * mJI C-Jl—S^ JL-aJj .ijj + & i\ (J j—gifiJ ji 

^Li J^-l—J' j-* >->jSJb Lit g\ \-g JOJ o j-a)' Ja_i J^»J ^jLi Ji>-L-> Jj> j*-JJ'j 
• « ( j-t^» ««>» OjjJJ l F* - ^~' U - * tf W*< ' ^ OL—jA^ ^jxlUll 

77?/s /s the open grain market at the waterfront. Here cargoes of grain from 
Persia and Mesopotamia were brought by sailing ships, unloaded and sold. 


- 176 - 







© N.M.M. 

cJia 4 —3 ^L-j 0L-£!J j-Aj «-LJ jJl» ^^aJLjj 

^JLJl Jj>-1 ~Jl ^_JLp lJ** ~J' ^Jl_a j —a oLJa^j j d . - J l .oj— Ja-i j-a 

^ d_CJLflJ( ^j a --'' « j- LjL^lj .4 C«Afll' ‘ " ' r ^y ~'' Jjl—«# (.j Sy&^ 

j—o 4 _Pjaj? 3jj_^all oJLft J . JjLui) ij-SjS* CiaJ ^LJj j-« j*—^*^-1 3joutf> 

.S^jJlaa «OUI» S-LflJ J ^ 0JJ j Jj-ij OjJijiJ «^_/Jl— 

A/ear the grain market stood the firewood market which was important since 
gas burners were not very common in the houses of Kuwait then. These 
coolies are waiting in anticipation for a buyer to hire them to carry a load of 
palm tree fronds. 
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© N.M.M. 


t £ 4_CJiaJ' C_ j j£)' Jj'j—J l_ y\ J jJLjjJl £j‘b ^jo Sibr 

Jjj_«jo AJ? jJl-j JjJb? U 4 W yA^J'-i cT - ^ 

.5jj_*aJ' aJL* j*-i JaJsJl c^-b!' jj-^al' j-^ j-*j <<■'j-ij £--j jjb U AJJ-abd 

/\f a cloak shop in the city bazaar, a buyer and seller argue for a fair price 
while a friend sits nearby enjoying the bargaining. It was quite interesting to 
meander through the souks in old Kuwait. 
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© N.M.M. 

Jjj-L J^ L 5-^ dLJJLT CJL-T J_j c*ljJlj j-Jl J jJr 5—CJLSJ^ C-jj£J' J'j-*> 5 jJj ji 
4-J jl—fijwL^j Oj j. OwL_A jj d-jOl—O^ ^ ^-,>?•< 

j—* 5 —Ulp j 4-ji jd_j j«>T j-jwU^ ^ci-3y U^j jLTjJi j-a o yilL* J?l~j ^ip 

.Lflkb^ |» OL^3 idj/>\ 

A group of men relax at a clothing store while a friend stops for a chat. They 
were as happy talking as selling. 
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4_-*l£ 5 4j:JLaJ' C-J j£ll (Jl j_*i' J JL*- J\ j_* jjJli jji jUaJJ' j_a 

jj_Jl o5jj_soJl si_a j*_i iaisJli jjTlTjJ' jLt-I j_« o^ d)Lj oj—Jb» 1 ^_a^kj> 

L_«i' 4£_-£t j?j *jJL_a J_£j ^ £-t ^ .. a! ' Ja_?-*)tj ,h_^Aj?-j j-^aj 

.Jl?- J\ 4_Jl£ Jbr L.....J' «jjJLii» ji— a?" 

Smiling to the camera, these Kuwaiti men were happy to have their picture 
taken at a friend's shop. Behind them a young boy sits politely while learning 
the ways of the elderly. 
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■ t ■£. jJ j l j-a 4=frUlj 3jV_Ll ijilijJ j*i\ <L_ij lX SLlajdl C—j fl\ «L?"' 

^ 1 & tJji—ij<J' tJLJ" gjJ' ,^-iU -H' ® J-#® 4=b : --U 

^=aj (3jj_^J' jwX j=£) 4=eU' JL=?-i dLJiTj cjMjW' Jj=-J' Jj^9 J LzJia i-Jbr sx^\ 

. 4j jJu «*Ud£A» dJ=JJ \j—(U_ 


The covered souks of Kuwait offered abundant shade. In the background of 
this photograph, old Kuwait's most famous coffee-shop can be seen. 
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©N.M.M. 


4—j9j cC— l tj-" 4 ^j' 

j t_A>—-J' j—*pi v«Aj—9 «4 »L-^ ft «£j J^-f^ j - ® 

3 jj—p J- .jaii «JL_aj cC—j ^jLJi Jjl dL-liS* j—&j . | « <■'-3' <3j—*>J «j— 

. jjJ\9 jLlaJiJl «J 


The famous Ameer Street, photographed by Alan Villiers in 1939, led to the 
waterfront where the palace of the ruler stood. It was customary for the ruler 
to make a "state procession" on this street. 
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1 1 1 \ ^jo j* rr^ll JjJ—^ J-?* t4—j3 ^L-J <L^L£j Jfi«X-A 1? J jJ C.M cA** 

dLL—i iil—Jkj cJL_j»j (Jl—is ( j—-* t^jdz* J' JJ <LcJi ^j'j-1 • JW^A o^^- 

< ~ . ■ j$* ' *;~ J j 1 Sj jjw 5iLP)» U_«« OLS - " >i-iJj .LftjjPj j-*LJI SJ^Plj c4.. _ — . t >y 

.^^>(5^0 fd*s -~jj ^LJ J_» f:>Lto ^ji *^J • s ^' i ' 

Bamboo, ironware, ship gear, old windows and doors, old tents, wood planks 
and many other items were offered for sale in this souk. The concept of re¬ 
cycling was nothing new to the people of old Kuwait. 
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^jLo3j «SjLJl» J-sa fl«i—ft ij jo (j-* 2«JbJl je-*£ 

J,) «3 a jJJ» jTj cO-b-b*- Jb'jij t O-L*l' j-a JijLjjj tJ-^rjJ' 4-i J (jaLSj 

.Lftj^JJ v_OW2J jjJ' s-L-iV' j-a 4_U*Ji 


Of the items displayed in this photograph only a few can be recognized. The 
man at the right of the photograph is inspecting a sort of an adze. Note how 
organized these items are. 
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«4_ iji.gi '» y_ .c .LJLJrl 3jj_,aJl oJ_a (j j_glx£ UJudl ^3j—*> L«! 

g-,.U L_i 4_?-b*U jJl£ 4_jT aj jl >~jj : j_p 

c4 JJjlA JijL-jij tt-1—O.U QJ—M J-Ljl jt «LaaJ» j—^OJ I c£ .0' <£jtj jg .«> 3 «3—■Jjil» 

--* C~il—S"" 4 «i«A*Uj 4*_wl^bJl 0j—& ^ .frUU «J^s^\ Sj)»j 

In this hardware section of the bazaar, some good brass was available. Most 
of the brass pots shown here were imported from India and were in great 
demand during the fasting month of Ramadan when special meals were 
cooked in them. 
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0jJ _flj 4—plJ' JL ■/36aj (j^s (*AI' jl «^jJ_Al» (j j-^i j>^aw 

^ ^ ^ ^ i-\ j * ** S ■ )*»ll lAa ft L| ^ Q j) Jt_g3 ,AAj L> *W^I 4__^Jar\jk ^ 

tj t-1— JO— to J 3 j a JiJl ) J?L£ Ob«-*>LJj' ai_a C-iLS" -La!j . (OLS"jJl ^_Lf- <ULL».4 

i^i .la 1" ^jJLfr J <uc3 *—lj£ 1 jjjlL_i «■'j_gJJ ^4—~' «U_*>1 j)' L^«US'b jL^J .C-Jj^J' 


The clothing store was always the center of attraction to the desert folk who 
came to the city to buy their clothes. Some of the gowns shown in this 
photograph were made by the women of Kuwait in their homes. 
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V 4_oLJl JL_?-j J ^LJl j_* j-s« j&lSij ^—Jl (3j_-t j-l£ *5l 

' ^ »1 -■' ^ c J—*> iJ <i—>A?"j t) j^L_s£ 

^ Zjj—«0 ®*i—.dUiS* ■Sjj'-J' <j-® «•'j—iJj (jjj—J' '*i-A j 

. ^ (*L_P Sxtflt C-j j&' 3-ijX# J jvA-Jl 

The arms shops in old Kuwait were always busy, mostly with men from the 
desert. They needed no official permits to buy a new gun, and when their 
guns were out of order they brought them to the city for repair. They also 
came here to buy some fresh gun powder. 
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Jji a ^ ^9 4jJ- j jj ol— aJ —>- ^a -b viSLjfc j*-l 

^9 4_J*L_*Jl jJ^JJl *jI_> jLs^j'yi jJ>Ul ^lp ^*Ji A_3 j_>e_9 . Oo^SsJ' 

^bb£ VI io(J jUMj Ij j ( JJL> Sjl^j c ^_gL _^jjj /jjjpwJl 

^1»P p-5sji-l ^-La^j ^Lw^Jl dijl—a ^<2 j>- i-U . <b3jJJ 4j-b jj CbLa-bs- 

^L3 ^Lp Cj^! l ^9 ^)Uajj-Jl wb*Jl*il Oj>-Lj 3 t 0->j5\Jl ^9 (j 
-L*j JJLbl . 4j JwoJLai.1 ^_b>3 ^_9 ^ ^ ^ 0 j»Lp cLU^ ^-j C Ojj-SsJI ^3 Jjj«JU 
c dijL-o £T_^jJl oj->-l 1 ^LwlSI ^w^Jl ojJlj <5CJU cJLS* O-o ^Jl dUi 

d~>- \<m . HY^ r Lp^di!i JL^J 

»*_JjJiJlj ^U.1 1W ^ jjLL^i 1 aJLP ^JJLoi 

. ^>e_J I ^1 p ^ j, ^ lA 5 *” ^ ^ ^ Y ^ Ip ^b>- ^ ^-vsJ 1 (3 ^- , - ,j 

\^0A^Lp^3j . ^ylJfljj-Ji -U^-Jl Ojl^[ bb^- HUJ-JLSvJU ^9 <Oj_^-j J*>L^- oLS'j 
j»Lp (ol a */s\\ Xj jj) -bjj J_S*Jjl 0->sJb3lj -L»j_JJ <Lbo jS J Sjlj>[ 0 --vw-uLj 

. \ <\oA 
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Postal Service in Old Kuwait 


Being a successful and prosperous trading community of 
enterprising merchants and daring mariners, Kuwait des¬ 
perately needed a postal station in Kuwait. Sheik Mubarak 
knew of the importance of postal services to his city and app¬ 
roached the British political agent in Kuwait requesting him to 
open a postal station. His request was granted and a post 
office was opened in 1915. It was located in a single room at 
the British Agency near the waterfront for many years, offering 
continuous and convenient postal services to the city mer¬ 
chants. In 1917 telegraphic service was installed in Kuwait as 
communications progress continued. In 1958 a national postal 
service was established and its first post office, known as 
Safat, was opened. 
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Postal Services 
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P> i—jfi A jSiA J'Liji ,4_CJji]' Q. ) j^}\ L^j (Jj'J ,7il' f ijJu^J' ^>uj' jlsJ' 4 _PjajP 

1—ftjjp j_P LftJ-j-jJ ijjJUW' i>JUb (C-ijT) L$Jp ^j-JnJ ;4_Jlal' lO-j'jJ) 4_£lL' AU ?J Lg-lP 
4—ijOll 4 — a Ji)' O' Jji Jam j \-1 Aj) £A\S £_('^laJl j_* 

^j=S'b 4. .<iUC 4 JLj 4=P^4i' ^=L 4_jli) O j a ' 4 = Lojdb ( ^_A ^j'jLJ' oJLa 

. »J—?■' (*—^ ^ £ V ^Lp Oj«L*0 ..a J ' -l*p 

^L_P C—(j Oj fl.hl'j (jjyJ'j ^jjyJ' 5j_Jb LftjJuaJ Jj' SjjA'V' 4-P jA J»' L*' 

. >A 1 1 ^ L ■ 2 ^ ^LJI dii '<4 _^tP 7 T «- ^ ■ A j LgJPj ^ ^ P A 

In 1947 a set of stamps was issued in Kuwait bearing the picture of Sheik Ahmad 
Al-Jaber, the ruler of Kuwait then. They were only a memorial to his acquisition of 
power, and were never used as regular stamps. In 1958, however, the first national 
stamps were issued by the Department of Post and Telearaoh in Kuwait bearing 
the picture of Sheik Abdulla Al-Salem, the ruler of Kuwait at the time. 
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^ Y \ ^L_P j— ^L_!lajjJ' J__i ^JJl J^JJ 3 jj_^> 

j—P 4 *a1 j# «4_?o» ^_1 p *—^Pj -Lij >bjJ' j\_C ^j_P j ghjj (J UjjJJ 

£_jjjsJ Ifro Jbt; .«,i JUjyJl t_i Ipj 4 OL-T gj_J' 4_^-ljjJl ol_Jl jl —j j—^ 1— l iJ ff J^ 

C-«.b*s_wl i-3 jjt- ^-jjt t£J^-t' '3-* 0\S -LflJj .l^jbw?' ^^-Ip 

. ^ V* S ^Lp 3jj_-aJl oi_a ■“. Uarli aJiJj _jbjji 

Beyond the British Political Agency in Kuwait stood this house that was used 
as a post office from 1929 to 1941. To the right of the entrance is the mail box 
and to the left is the postman's bicycle. 
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j jl II ^J\ o^jlI ^L^Jl ^Ip <Sj*J r \ oIJjUJI ^UaJ ^1 

jl5*j t aJ jjULl Jj>o -k>-l o~>jS3l (_/ j • 

J^-U _y>“NlJ toli-vaJl (^Jl dij^>-) ^JJ U-A^i d]llA 

olJuLp dillA jlS" OjjS^JI ^cjjLj j-fl oljis . J>^r>\ {j* Vj~^ 

jjfcjJl) ^JlLJI Jl Ju-* Ls^l ^y» 0j^LvaJl £$Lv2-Jl ^5^ a-JT j-*-^ 

^| ^LoLsJl I L& j . 1 -^ 1 o^LpI wLy^^j ^^j£***o ^*-)l Aj 1I-L-iJI ^l^i.1^ (I.AaJ 1 

Coj-S\Jl ^3 Aj J-UJ ^As^-Ji J-^STCo ^r (j ^>-J . Ojj5dl A-j ^l^<JJ 

^ 4 aJL^-pI ^ IJlA oJjLJ. dijLojA-l oI-AjLp ^ Aolil ^ <* J u0j ^-k^l 

. ^ ^»Ip ^ OjLLj[ ^ (^JJl t_3jL*ll oJjLwi y^-I Aolil ^ 4_iv2j ^Ui^i 

aJloUJI oLU-p ^j> c-^jI jJ2]\ ^ * y >• 4_i-J?jo _p<^ I^Swj Lp-y Ji? lij^j 

/. ^ * ^1 /.T ^ju Lo ^jl jjo ojjSCSI ^ <^Sj^J^\ ^j^>jJl oJl5 . oj^SvJL 

cJijJl ^ 7 £ jcp ot Coj53l ^_jjIj ^y» A-Ab_>^-fl oljjL3 


Custom Duties in Old Kuwait 


Levying taxes on goods imported to Kuwait was in practice as 
early as 1831 when Stoqueler reported that the government of 
Kuwait collected 2% duties on all imports. Kuwait also collected 
duties on goods arriving to Kuwait for re-exportation, as well as 
on local products for export such as hides, wool and ghee. 

There were two custom houses in Kuwait; the land custom 
located at the Safat marketplace and the sea custom located at 
the waterfront. The land custom collected duties on goods 
destined for or coming from the interior of Arabia. The sea 
custom collected duties on all goods arriving or leaving by sea. 
The custom duties collected in Kuwait were important since 
0.5% of it went to support the city municipality and another 
0.5% supported the Council of Education which was estab¬ 
lished in 1936. 

Custom duties have ranged from 2% to 10%. Today, 4% 
custom duties are charged for all goods imported to Kuwait. 


V. 
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City Customs 





a-i—» J j foi j t 5_yUll J j^Jr £|LJl 

.«. 1 1 tJ_A 4 ^L«»i j ./ 3 .Il L&jjpj Ajn-JInJ* - Jj£iL_w? 

The sea customs building of old Kuwait was located at the waterfront in the 
middle of the city. The building housing the custom clerks, who were known 
for their hard work and efficiency, was nothing fancy — just a few rooms with 
a flat roof overlooking the docks. 
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© N.M.M. 


,4_OlJ' ^j-sH aJj?- j-sj j £-3 'j)' 

j_>» Or^UMj dJbMjJ' AA?tf—«» f (*■ ^ '-A'j-tf'S' ^g-ul' 'i_a Jj 

L# 5_pLh J_al ^gJLfr j;—J' j- 4 J-*£ a?-LJ' «i_a> J j^Jr' '•*-» £-Sy oLf J_i)j 

.aju-)I^ 1' «•'J) 4_y^l' j- 4 fj—’J u— 8 (*^5^ 


The land customs building was located in the great marketplace at Safat. It 
was convenient for the bedouins to pay their duties there. 
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L»$LjI 9 ‘"‘JO ^ ** gl o I r 


OwJij oljiJl t _ 5 lp j 5Ljil ^aJl ^ jLSI ^ ^ LL - 

j_iJij JcajJlI NLu 1 jj \S pLqJjJI p-Nj-a ^ <k jUj? Ojj-Slli ^ jy wIaJj . Lj-jJl 
^ ^jjJi j*Ji*Ji o^jl Jl>-I LIS' (jj jJl ow\J 1 t^LLA-l aJJI xs* ^Jl JLl^I c. Aji^Jlj 
JLo^l ^wslJi JtL»i c-oSflj ^JiJl pJUJlSJL^-S p j */9 *J £0-^“ L^i' . c.^1 

j%Jl*JI jl t ^yjjUJl JpLv^j gjJl Jia ^^JaJl ^*>UJlj ^^j-LI ^-LJl 0^ c ijr *jLiJl 

p^J^ i-i L^a .j c jJl jj j*Jl -L*P ^^-wJl ^|La < ^Aj>t-v2Jl ^<>w*Jl j ^Li jJi 
J> Lw*_l*Jl Oj^£JI Us^> J^rj <• ^ ^-^Ji 

cJtL^'VL pLJl*Jl P'Nj.a JLLal ol5 wLiiJj . LjjLIJj 

p^jj* ^*J jlLSj . p-LJl ^*>Uaj ^tpLJjNU^j t^Ul 
4 _JLaJIj LLzSLl j opI j_i!l ojj_SvJI ^ aJlL>LJI ^ IjjL Ijj^ pL<*_L*JI 

j?tJlJI Ij->*^-s^l ^jjLJl jt-bJl ^^>11? ^j-a iijlU p-£-pLl ^lp Jjr^ L^j-aJI 

• f c*jj£S\ ^ jljip^lj 

j_*_jJl oj-^»jg ^ pi j-*-S> l g * 9 J^J wL 5_3 ; O-J^SvJl |fp|j-*-*^Jl Lai 

L^ t Ci$ JLvj jj JLf9j jJlJI j-s^LJl ^j-^j>-j 4 JJI Jli^l a^oL*JI Aj>^gAJLj 
jJw* ^jj^Jl j-pLjJl JlLol Ij^L>-U «/? dlLj_x-JLjl Ij-oJaJ pIOjj5LI ^ 
oL^ JiSJj . jSL^*Jl ^j^>VI ^ y^* ^j-aJI jJL>- ^-pLxJIj 

^li ^>1 Jju i_ >^ ^x-jLl JjL^L Si p!j-*^JI p'V 

. Lo^'yI Sj^-jLl ^-vJL>c-a ^i jl^^l oi^j Ljixij 

c.^,>- LjLjjLIJj 0 L-Z 0 «a_a_3 oj^SsJI ^ a jJI j^I^j Lai 

t~r — aJI «u_9j \ ^ ^>Lp Lj^I L^L ^o^SLlI 1 —jLjJI I 

Jjl u^L^Jl pN j-A LLJl L^-S > C Cj jSLl ^cjjL 0j-a dj*y S-aL*Jl i^^JaiLl 

L^J^L>«_>>j j./? aj (31 j-*$\ d-oLy J-SJ . \ T ^Lp Oj jSLl ^3 LaL p a^SL 

v^j j-^Jl jtJLp ^J> jjJl > OLS* La LgJt>L>- ^ Ojij-*-^ c^^SLSl ^Jl J-*^aJ 

. ol-b-lj jL>-l ,y> j*-4J y 





Poetry and Literature 


There were some learned men in old Kuwait whose function it 
was to teach young boys to read and write. Those men were 
conservative in their outlook, faithful and honest in their daily 
encounter with their students. 

There were also poets who expressed their feelings and the 
state of affairs in their city with beautiful verses. Those poets 
were a group of young men who aspired to have literary car¬ 
eers in their city. They established the first literary club in 
Kuwait in 1924 and met regularly to listen to lectures given 
either by a member or by a distinguished guest of Kuwait. 
They established the first public library in Kuwait in 1922 and 
kept informed of literary and political events and news in other 
Arab countries through newspapers arriving from Iraq and 
Egypt. 
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J>j-»J') jj-«Sl' ^jLi j' dij-** 1 j! A ‘L. j~n 1' >w— I ft : * ' 
L_il£j' Juu 4_«^ll 4_db?-t (^JLJi OLS^^Jl Jn-j jj—»?■ V ) J^' OLjiiJ 4_?-jU' s-i-Aj .(3^—J' 3 

,«L?-jUi jj_c j-*j 1(^-1^'*^' 3j—■*J' 3! '—-el Jr* 


777/s painting by Ayoub Hussain is of the first public library in old Kuwait which 
was located for several years in the main bazaar. It was also near the first 
school established in Kuwait, al-MubarKiya. 
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LaS* 1 j— ££ \ V j—« Oj-& ^ t £ f'—^ ij' (S—j jS" iLi Jjt i-Lja^V 3jj-^ 

■la. «*ij 3 ^l _^LJr' ■Ui U— S’ it.lt ^ y^-J.\ ^iLjl *Jj j-foiJ .3jj—. flJ' «i-A <j j-^ki 

ij £jlj_i j_* lj«.L_^ IJLa t-L^aP? 01 jjOJr'j .3 jj-»o)' 

.!«.■ » . 7 . I l 4_«lpJ 4_fijpj d_^£"li-' $C.— 


Pictured here are members of the first literary club in the old city who came 
from all classes of society. Among them is Sheik Abdulla al-Jaber (center), a 
member of the Subah ruling family. He was president of the club. 
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^ShS-II v ^JbJf 9 «Ll*JI 

Cj j£Jl J , V—>*5p Ua3L>B-« jl Ua* 05 Lo-^->3 ^oJ^>S- 4 ^1 jA^-J N 
. j iw-jjJs> y> 51105 J5J t ^^jJI LawA_^_p 5jIwL^»- y# ^PjJO aj; jJLSI 

. p-lj> 6yaJ l ^y ^1 Aj^J iJl ^y ^1 OJllI ^y 0151 p-I j^» ; 05J^/I A-0p jJbi Cj p5JIA 
^1 & pLcJI Jc_p a^JIj 5-o00* oOL^j yo y>u j5 Ooj5Jl y yV5 

jJLJl oij jOj y LvP j^-xdJ 5 _j jJl A_yyJJ IjLA- ojII yj pAyt^aJl ^y 

<UPIyOl yL*Jl ^ a - w * j y^"J ' *5*AJ AjLjJI ^ ly-X>CCwl 15 t <yy5 Ci jj 

Jj-JaJlj cJyjJl jt-AjLoj c- j^ laJlj *5*Ji y» a1^?jj Oyj-i> 5jL>«-Ji 05 ACojSOl 
05 U5 . Aj y5l a_v£? j_^JL yaJl 1-5 5jP wiij c { yI jll y* ^Oy cr^i uy“ 

I Aj j-s^2J ^ i JL-vo «^» ojLa^JI a_^o^ 501 yp! j_cJi y5Jl ^ la ^1 p ^— 5 y 

pJj t Cj j50l ^y ^L*Jl <5yJl Ig-ly Ji ^OjjVI oJwA £y>- . (yy*jJl) 6 jL^cLj 
ys y-jcOI JjOj . 0yOJl y> yyM ^1 jJl LgJ cc- 5yj yJl5 cc^ <w>jL*«* Xj>- 
J-w-^ ^Jip j5Jo t dilJjl Ooj5Ji y yOjJl yiJl I0_fc 05y y Jo-L-*Jl Coj50l 
OLsL^i aOJU ^Jl 5iL5j. a^*_cJI ojLa-C^Ij ycccA yOJI ^yJl 511 *yp 0501 J5li 

. aJ 5 y>5i0| y5xJl y5Jl CCCpI yJl oJowbOl 

OLillj 4 _SLs* 2 <?ll aUI wC-wP o55jl^ j50Jl t— c ^^ jj OOOJ! cCo^^Jl ^y 5>-5 
cco5^^ yo^SOI LSI wL^pj yo^55Jl ^jo>j>u 
JuJj . p-LjOI 0 y° j^h y»5!l 05 c^j y 5-olciJl oljl^ia-^Vi 

y^j>o lojla^ y> 0 j-^>w2j ycjSOl ^y^l^-cJl y—Ji oJ^-ly 05 

y Sjl>tJl jJi y jj j-~Jlj jy j^r 5iLyN ^j^Jl 5JI <5yJlj p-L*Jl 
j-v5 yJUJo ( Ji>6j 05J ^y-^vO 4—>^lail lO_A JJU 05j C Aol5>til y Ijil 

. P'1 j-wo ^§5 ojl>sJlj oJ j>-I jJl y« 
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Music and Songs 


Elements of music and folklore existed as part of the culture of 
old Kuwait. Ladies sang and danced in wedding ceremonies. 
Men played the lute and danced, and bedouins of the desert 
played rababah and sang in their tents. The sailors of Kuwait 
also had special songs and the rhythm was intricate and 
beautiful. Some sea captains took a lute player and singer on 
board to soothe the spirits of the sailors. Such a player held a 
special place on Kuwait’s sailing ships and was paid a 
handsome fee for his talent. 


Music and Dancing 



C— i (j! J—l—Cj cA—jj*J' A. . i oj C—J JijjM jj 

(jj , 3 >; « -I ' OL«tfl jJ(j j-a O jJJ' '«Li A_dls)£ Xfji d—*?■ *J-£ A-J^ 

--.c ,_a < Ja_?vAjj .i-i J-— J' L$i C-*.A>es— >»' i-flij Jjijj Jl^Tj J-* £-£■ « 

j AiL-ijj (—jJl^ - 

Sword dancing was popular among the people of old Kuwait. Boys were en¬ 
couraged to learn it and the members of the royal family often participated in 
its performance. These swords were never used in actual combat. 
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© N.M.M. 

a I Sjlfl -1' 4 J^}\ i*£>\ jrJa Jl jA«jl )o ««l 'w I C-L^l JLdS ij 4 _ J g ^ LjSl 

. Jj -,gjJl <w*)L_-j SjL^sJi 4—?-jj j_£ . » . ' j JpX s " <3 

^ j ^ 1*3 < ^ ^ A > ^ $.1 Jl i 

. ^ «^W!» ^j-J' ^la •-> 5jj </?!' 

/As their ship approached a safe harbor after weeks of sailing in the open sea, 
the mariners of Kuwait stood holding their drums, ready to celebrate their 
safe arrival. This is a Kuwaiti boom entering the port of Maturah in Oman, her 
deck alive with song. 
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© N.M.M. 

j_aj «OL_j» A-~j j£J' j—il' <u-a—J' ^Ja—» ^j-Ip « ( _ r -_^l'» j ij-*)' 

C j t-3 IJL_a s-L-? - . ^ ^ T \ l5j^ ,j-^ v* a_L^j £ 

.A_iJb^d^ jiLuJ' SjLnJ' 4_jjJJ A-Plj-jJl ,jA—J' ^Ia_w j®'—«d 4-^'j j-la® 5Jji 

j.L«?-) l £ j—»> A - i * W<>^A jij C~jj£J' 3.L>'ji J_J j_* 4_l£ iw—UaJ' OL^ .Liil j 

,<L?4j i~fl—Jl UlTj J-3' t)L^3 c<L«jU*I' 

One of old Kuwait's famous lute players and singers is pictured here enter¬ 
taining his fellow mariners at one of the ports on the East African coast. The 
ship captain would try anything to persuade him to join his ship. 
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-t 5JS' oJuk Jju ci jjJ' j! iiU?! c-j j£)' j! A-fls-<jli o*W' j-« .IjluIi JI>aJ (f 
J—2—jJuit j' 5—JS' ■- * C— ijf- i' 5jL£ OLTj .«c5'-<j*^.» 

J VJ ^j—J' .-T JL-*J (Ij .jfl—*J' C—£j J?-'—J' (^-1* 4_JU*Jl (*— 

a • />h dj*^1 ai_ft ^JU- Sjj-tfJlj .2 —CjL-jUI' 

/A sfoi/f mariner from Kuwait plays a wind instrument locally called " sernay”. 
Brought from India or Africa, this instrument is pleasant to hear but hard to 
play. 
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J _ S- 4_al£ 'j S—aO- A_JUP $.1_-?-) j-a 4_CJljjJt C-i4-yX» j ^^ 

ijj-r-y «JL &J .^jAi'jJ' ,>*!' '*Lft Jjtf 4-A=itf iJUJ (JiJLji CJLTj ,3UjJl 

.4_a3'j i-JUtf’ 5JL AJ j Jj-dl' oiA 


Women of old Kuwait were shrouded in black in the streets of the old city but 
they sang and danced freely at weddings and in private gatherings. Kuwait 
was influenced by Indian and African music as a resuit of trading activities 
there. 
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4_J u *~~“^ ** :fl ^IJ 4__h j» - « »« l ' C. -;! 3 

4_lu ? jJl oJ a J—0) .^1—adl L_i l j—*j jLJ) Sj_£flJt SJij «JjL^-jJl» L<ui yj j 

,JpL}-\ jjj —s JUt J'-*^ OUT j_4 V) 1—$j ^ ji aJU*J' 

Pure Arabian songs, unaffected by other cultures, can be heard in the 
Bedouin tents in the desert of Arabia. This Bedouin is playing his rababah 
while waiting for the coffee to simmer on the brushwood fire. 
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jL-AjVI y jj -b j\ oLlj) ■* >- y* AJjOJLII 0*->jbbll 4JC«-Oa ^jj>*b ^j-5\j pJ 
ojlII j\y*>\ ^jL>-1»I t j^JaJl -klaSlIj c-^^LSDlj ^Lp^Mj 

yo La y s>l_P t$JW?J U5 W^L-uu 0jJ> (1)1 j-p- OJoU p|C-JlS* Jd.9 

^jjJl ^J-s^s d-o^SsJl ^Lp y c^JlS” Jii o^-L$il j^JaJl Lai . c*oj5Dl ^Ici 

oblSL t L^j ji JS^ La^LJsu^^/ L^J dllj-dJl v_.»/?> ^ laci) Laj 

. p-gJLu j yy^ySj !>Lc j ^JaJl o_La 

LOobj C-u^SUl ^laJC3 ^jl $\ j£^-\ ya ^—>\y I Coj5\Jl jjy wbj 

bed *1obi j-s_>- ^ La jy j\ ^Lp^U dlNj t c^LcpVIj ^jljlL bLd 

d\S j . f'ljj>r f,/gJll j^P 0 *_j S^iSL oUlj-j-i-l oJ-A O <S^ji Lf c 

^ Laj t 4jjKLj 4j jj>r Jajj o^iSb .il^Ll 0j^Ua-s^2J LgJj^>- <LoLJlj ojII L)15w 

■ Labda ^JJL jl d*j Lo-^ (J^JiJ 

oJLS Jl2_3 Laj«j_pj oVj-iJlj t—>bJJlj ^_JU^JLS' oUij-J-i Lai 

oljLwwJl ^j^Ju^xCwM-a LaJLA^ aJ 0jlaCC ^JJl <L^LjLU UwLa OjIS* Lob t *1 j>*~ s^aJl 

^Jl j ^-*-*bba ^bJl -d—da Ljb {£ j~l dbi_3 0 Lj3-s*flJ 1 <C>- 1 —^ wL>-l jlj La bj_J> . LL*_>“I 

L/° Vlj-p jl LIaj jl t -^1 jjLl ^ L-L5I jl t Ls^j 

i y ^1 jjVl 0j-dS' obis' J.A3 (1/LjldJl La|j . 4Ca L^JjlCo ^a J^slZj L^Ca ^_ ) ^JLIIj Aj^LJI 

dr^L^ ^yj 1 lb_p c |»L-a j-^ L^Ji-^a ci j-^ t o-j ^^11 y>x-^p 

. Cj jSsJl f-l y>^> yiy>- y » 
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Wildlife in Kuwait 


The desert outside the city wall used to teem with wildlife. 
Thousands of migrating birds visited Kuwait each spring, 
including bustards, Persian doves, falcons and swallows. 
Moreover, swarms of flying grasshoppers occasionally entered 
Kuwait, destroying the grass that sheep and other animals 
depended on. Sometimes the sky became thick with locusts. 
They were caught by the thousands, cooked and eaten; even 
animals seemed to delight in eating dried locusts. 

As for wild animals, the desert of north Arabia as a whole was a 
dwelling place for antelope, wolves, foxes, wild cats and 
lizards, as well as many types of snakes and insects. Snakes, 
for the most part, were non-poisonous, but the cobra was 
known south of Kuwait. Although birds and animals were 
hunted, they did not become scarce until the advent of the 
automobile, when they were displaced. Today only a fraction 
of the early wildlife exists. 
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Animals and Birds 





olj—j— JLS'j .1 g;* j-Jl£ V C. - * ^ 4_ob CJLT gjjl OUj^l JL^-I s^JUall 

0"^ Oj—^j .ll 4-jj3 ^-lp (Jj—N^^tiJ 4jjJUfcLJ*J 

j— £ oJuJl «.Lll a_1§ <L#jlilo «u£cj ckiLJir (>5 _U ^ j_Jl (Jla oUj Lai* 

. i*J> ylj j)'j itlS"! jff 


The Fennec fox shown above is a species once found in the Arabian desert but is 
rarely found today. It’s recent sightings have occurred only in Kuwait desert. The 
Fennec fox is a small animal with a sharp muzzle and pointed ears. It can satisfy all 
of its water needs from a diet of insects, lizards and rodents. 


- 210 - 





© K. O. C. Jiij if jZ* 


L_A p- c5_CJlSJ1 C-jj£)' 4-u*L» J SUL*)! 4*-L~> J (jj-a*A )') S^J-t jj-^' 

CJLTj ^J'j J.U-1 Lip- ^=ij 

4_Jj?- aJLft Ji_a-t Jj .4_«& y> jU_-»L L$J* f j*— ■ i <i-s^ 4_Uj^-( 

.3iUr <UU?U* 

Falconry was a sport to the leading sheiks of old Kuwait, but to the bedouins 
it was more of a necessity. This falcon is for sale in the bazaar; it will hear a 
lot of haggling over it before it is sold. 
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jlSj t ^LwaJl ihLp y j y I JJ L$y C-ojSUl oil! jl juj» 

I.Aa (Jlt oL>j | » ^ ~ a^Lp 1 ^Jj&I Lsa? y pjo ^ S'ijL-1 ^Ljj>-| 

y 4j^L^ OojJxJl y j^-SCi-l ^Jj> c^jU: xSJj . j»j-Jl y_^ o-ySUl y 

t Jj^l y A_U|j.-_P L*Lp y^_^A> AjIjJ ^y ^ g . A » i 

y W* J-~* j $ **' 4-*-^j ^-5^4 jvJ ^ +,a j 

t y j^s-^ai I t j»w5Gl dijL— a oo^SsJl y y?-j . ^Lws^Jl 

OjjSCJI ^L5L>- j-tS*l y Ii-A dj jL- 4 oLS* • Cy^LJl y aJ|jl*J| j 

^|J^il ‘£y+A y jtJUJl y iwouL^Jl jy'Vl ULoJJfcl j iy 

Lr^ Cr* Jr^ <j& ^j * Ly-jL>-j y Lay^-aj lyy oJ^_p y 

^JJ 4 —®jW c -' s ^ 0, -^-£P ^ <S*£ -LfiJj . 0> (^yi-i-l Jj>-I Oj-i oLLpj ^Jj 
■ yj^ yj ^ A_oL y C^\y^r Lg-Jl Oy-Lgi 1 1j-Lp Oj^SUI 

^ ^—<^L>~ ^4jj)~a d\S \ ^ ^ 0 ^Lp dJjL<-a l j dA?*“^ 

• cSji p-^L^- ^yl y Oo^SlII cJi5 oij ^y cjU Jii 
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Rulers of Kuwait 


Ever since Sabah I assumed leadership in Kuwait in 1756, his 
descendants have ruled over Kuwait unchallenged. Some 
rulers governed Kuwait for as long as 70 years, others spent 
only a few years as rulers. It was Sheik Mubarak, however, who 
“put Kuwait on the world map.” Under his firm rule, Kuwait 
became a flourishing and attractive place. The success of the 
pearling industry and the trade with Arabia improved the city’s 
economy and attracted people from all over Najd and the Gulf 
ports. When Sheik Mubarak died in 1915, Kuwait was in need 
of a strong and just ruler like him. 

After Mubarak, his son Jaber ruled Kuwait for less than two 
years. When he died in 1917, his brother Salem took over and 
succeeded in defending the city against the danger from the 
desert. Sheik Salem died in 1921 and was followed by Sheik 
Ahmad Al-Jaber who ruled Kuwait for thirty difficult years, 
including the depression years of the 1930s. When Sheik 
Ahmad died in 1950, oil from Kuwait was beginning to reach 
the factories of Europe. 
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Rulers of Kuwait 


cujjSJI |»ISL» 



*!lj - 'je — 3—*>4*) <1^ — a Lr -^r 4-ij l ^-c* 1 jJ' 4-jj J SjiLi 3 

d\S -LiJ jLl 3-&LJi oljL#l <Jj-i A_$?" <j! 

(^1 4 ■«*' j C—C-jL _^ Ci i j (j 1—ftl> «dl «C-Jjj_*)» cljL«# "li 

.<Ua« J^L^j j_ya— Jj>-j 

7/?/s /s a rare photograph of the late Sheik Mubarak of Kuwait who was "a 
man of long vision and great ability," said Dr. Mylrea of the American Mission 

Hospital. "He was a generation ahead of any of his subjects . His word was 

law." 
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• LgM 

Although the face of Sheik Mubarak Is out-of-focus in this photograph, his 
gold-embroidered dress clearly shows. Sheik Mubarak's daily procession 

through Ameer Street in his beautiful Victorian carriage, drawn by two fine 
horses, for a formal audience with his subjects, was met with great admiration 
for a beloved ruler. 
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.^IJUT Cjj Lgi« ^jL*J CJLS' ^jJl A-OLa-JV' 

S/ie/Tc Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, ruler of Kuwait from 1921 till 1950 is seen here 
posing for a photograph which reveals his optimistic outlook in spite of the hard 
economic condition of his country at the time. 
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A keen supporter of education in Kuwait, Sheik Ahmad al-Jaber is pictured 
here attending a school celebration. Behind him is Sheik Abdulla al-Mubarak 
and other dignitaries. When Sheik Ahmad died in 1950, schools were being 
built all over Kuwait. 
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Sfre/Tc Abdulla al-Salem ruled Kuwait after the death of Ahmad al-Jaber. 
Kuwait progressed much under this wise and dedicated ruler. This is by far 
the best photograph of him. 
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In 1953 the British Government invested Sheik Abdulla al-Salem (center) with 
K. C. M. G. in an official ceremony in Kuwait. Political Resident Sir R. Hay is 
pictured on the left of Sheik Abdulla and M. Pelly on his right. 
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Defending Kuwait 


Kuwait, with its strategic geographical location and its valuable 
human resources, has always been in danger of being annexed 
or assimilated by other countries such as Iraq. But the people 
of Kuwait have always defended their city and kept her free and 
independent. 

When the danger came from the desert in 1920, people built a 
wall around their city to protect it and defended the country 
heroically at Jahra Fort. In 1928, with the help of a British force, 
Kuwait stood another assault from the desert and defended 
itself. In the 1930s, the government of Iraq talked of annexing 
Kuwait but failed to realize its dreams. 

The invasion of Kuwait, engineered by the ruthless despot of 
Iraq Saddam Hussein, threatened its existence once again in 
1990. With the help of friends all over the world, however, the 
Iraqi army was defeated and ejected from Kuwait. The coalition 
force was under the command of the United States of America 
and Britain, two staunch friends and allies of Kuwait and 
Arabia. 


Defending Kuwait 


ubjJl 6^ ^liJI 
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J-A 4—C Jill 4—j^ll Jj^I— 0 3jj_*a!l J c£JUl ^J^jJJ-I ^Jjll IJLfc 

* jjl—^ Ol—l si ll J—3 j —a 3jj— wall s*Lj* C—JaiJl JLJalj .4 —JUjJ| L-CJill j^Jl 
olkL_J 4 _j J.\ <^-1 jjt ^ <u) JjJj ^Jali iJLa j* ^ ^jJt <, > *,T\ 

S J' —U’ aj_A j_« iiLift jLS "j .iXjX ju_««> JL*» kiL....* 

• CJjIl 


TTi/s merchant's son sits near an old muzzle loader said to have come from 
one of the frigates of the fleet of the Sultan of Oman many years ago. A few 
of such guns were put along the waterfront In Kuwait as a memorial to the 
city's past. 


-222- 







© N.M.M. 


^?U» j_£ j—J j—2“*i' j—«A aJ' 'j—-'>’ O' C—i 
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.iji'X-jt >A^V 


The Red Fort at Jahra Oasis (some thirty-two kilometers west of Kuwait City) 
as it appeared in 1927. It was the scene of a battle in 1920 when the people 
of Kuwait defended their city against some desert tribal leaders. Encom¬ 
passing approximately eighty square yards, it has four towers and a well 
yielding undrinkable water, which was a great disadvantage for the Kuwaiti 
men who were besieged here during the battle of 1920. 
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/\ war dance in progress by some citizens of Kuwait near the city wall in 1928. 
Their unquestionable devotion to the independence of their country helped 
them greatly in defending themselves agains the desert invaders. 
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j C—ij^J' J-*' SdPL-l cJUij' jjJ' i_JlkjjJl ajjX—**J l 5j_5]l J_3 ^UJl viLJi j C-IaibJ' 

.(^.U J-* 


All along the city wall men of Kuwait gathered ready to defend their city. 
Those who guarded the wall during the day were replaced by others at night. 
There was no question of their sincerity and devotion. 
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The British naval force sent to help Kuwait in 1928 on board the Emerald 
landed near the west gate and manned the city wall with the help of a party of 
Kuwaiti fighters. Some local boys seem to delight in being photographed near 
the British marines. 
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A British force M/as sent to Kuwait to assist the local army after it defeated a 
group of desert raiders at Rigai on 28 January 1928. A considerable force of 
Kuwait's cavalry was also present, ready to defend the city. 
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. A..jjdi j j, **> 'S' 


i i_«i 


The British naval force landed just inside the west gate, while the air force, 
comprised of a flight of airplanes and a squadron of armored cars, made 
camp near the south gate. This photograph, taken from a wall tower, shows 
the Air Force camp with its small service tents. 
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jA—j J'j i > ^ t A jj —.Jl 3j_«Jl gjJi ^iUll JL?-1 3«JLaj 

4. i iC jAA ijl |i ^3 «a!I l*i—ft 0\ la ,«^»l_i^)l» ^j_Jl ,j_<8 djlS" 

. £Olj JJ^* 1 OLT J-! cC—ij^J' JJ-4 

/\ three-pounder gun was also mounted on the city wall to defend the city. It 
not only gained the confidence and appreciation of the Sheik of Kuwait and 
his people but also was a great deterrent to the desert raiders. 
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Distinguished Guests of Old Kuwait 


Old Kuwait was honored by the visits of many Arab and non- 
Arab personalities; it is only possible to mention a few of them 
here. The great king Abdul-Aziz bin Saud of Saudi Arabia lived 
in Kuwait City with his father for a few years. Learned men 
such as Rasheed Rida of Egypt visited Kuwait in 1912 and 
interviewed Sheik Mubarak, the ruler of Kuwait. Abdul-Aziz Al- 
Thalubi of Tunisia, the great nationalist, also visited Kuwait and 
delivered a series of lectures. Lord Curzon, the viceroy of India, 
paid a visit to Kuwait in 1903 and was warmly welcomed by 
Sheik Mubarak and his people. Some well-known western 
travelers such as Buckingham (1816), Brucks (1829), Stocq- 
ueler (1831), Kemball (1844) and Pelly (1863) also visited 
Kuwait and described its people, geography and trade. W. 
Thesiger and A.Villiers, two of the last travelers to visit old 
Kuwait, took many interesting photographs of the old city, many 
of Villiers' photographs are shown in this book. Villiers wrote in 
1939, “The prosperity of Kuwait was due to the enterprise of 
her merchants....As a big shipbuilding center, however, she 
was unrivaled.” 






Distinguished Guests 
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The visit of Lord Curzon, the Viceroy of India, to Kuwait in 1903 was a great 
step towards strengthening the relations between the British Government and 
Kuwait. Sheik Mubarak, who is seen here on his way to receive his 
distinguished guest, Is followed by a horseman carrying Kuwait’s flag. 
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Lord Curzon and his wife arrived in Kuwait Bay on 28 November 1903 on 
board the Garding. They docked at the newly constructed jetty in Shuwaikh, 
where a beautiful Victorian horse-drawn carriage imported from India awaited 
them. 
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Kuwait’s cavalry of 200 men, twenty camel riders, a number of armed men 
and the local people all stood at the waterfront to greet Lord Curzon and his 
wife. It was a reception the like of which was never known in Kuwait. 
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In 1901 a group of Russian diplomats on board the ship Variag paid a visit to 
Kuwait, which reflected the casual relation between Sheik Mubarak and the 
government of Petersburg. Sheik Mubarak is seen here with his Russian 
guests who were very impressed with the great reception Sheik Mubarak 
offered them. 
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/A photograph of Variag moored in one of the Gulf ports in 1901. This is the 
second ship to visit Kuwait, for in the previous years Gailiak, another Russian 
ship, visited the city port. 
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The visit of King Abdulaziz al-Saud to Kuwait in 1936 was no ordinary visit, for 
the trade blockade he imposed on Kuwait was lifted soon after it. He arrived 
in Kuwait by car, accompanied by some of his sons. The great king is shown 
in this photograph being received by Sheik Ahmad al-Jaber outside the city 
wall. 
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In 1933 Sheik Salman al-Khallfa, ruler of Bahrain, paid a visit to Kuwait. He 
appears in this photograph accompanied by Sheik Ahmad al-Jaber. Behind 
them is Sheik Abdulla al-Salem, the heir to the throne. The man with the 
western cap is Colonel Harold Dickson, the British Political Agent in Kuwait. 
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*■ jjj o j J—j l—i jj— 4 -> t-i 5 .x./?' C—j>— 3 j_*j jl 

^ t ^ ^l—t -L_i* C—ij^J' J L_J1 Lj^ ti—ajaw Oj—<£p J-JjJJ_*£ .cJjJ 
S—*-'j l—S-*-' ^ (ji’jV' aJ-a t C-ij^J' £ jo Jt Lij jl <ut jyP .JiUU) \\Y"\ 

J-JjJ/Jt «-aJ> . > ft* OL. ^ Lgj J>U J_! ca^U-j 

J—* ' 6' ^*! ^-i5_5Usll —=^jl J_A J-OaJi aJ_»j <uu.lj 4J1>-jjj Oj—iCi 

ls - ^ Oj-~£j2 jJjjLa J_JjJj^Jl j 5jj_^a!l <Jj . JUr' '*La <j (*-*' 

(3 («—$*•* ^j'—aj_fri J —i ,jj_jyj£jl 4Jl3X^t OLTj «■'J 5_i^> ^Lol 

slLJi j O j -- C o OLTj .A-ib 1 - 4_a3lj j g laT jijl a_s j-ft ^ g «l W ^g-4® j>J' <3 A-*fcrfj A-Jb>-j 
j_ 53 c-Jji L_a? j i-?-i^ 4_jUt 4-J c-j^-'j a3L-< j je>^ ■_. : ,* i jj c-ijJ' 

jj—*)' 'j' j —* if) ajiL_*J |ij oLSj JLm (j l-iji* 3 Oj->~ - 1 ' 

S-^jU' CJLT 3>-l—!' >—£Tjj jy- 9 j-£ '**-•*' C—iij LjIL^j J jjjdl s-Ltfi j CJLai tC-Jj^U 

o-i-w oi ^5-U 

Colonel Harold Dickson and his wife Violet are two British friends of Kuwait 
who loved the tiny country as much as they loved their own. So deep and 
genuine was their love of the Kuwaiti people that they preferred to die and be 
buried in Kuwait. Colonel Dickson died in 1959 and his wife died in England 
a few months after her escape in 1990 from Iraqi-occupied Kuwait. These two 
friends of Kuwait are shown here with some of their Kuwaiti friends at a 
desert picnic. Mr. Dickson is sitting in a chair due to some knee trouble. 
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fr i a 3 j iij pLwjj jl>-j j^i ojjSsJi 

oJJl o j jJlSI ji ^*3531 3JL IjjL^>l U5 . oJl 

^J (%-fcjlj c5t ^>“Vl jI jjISj . jj-^l ^ p4r-*i ^ 

NJ ljL>-l 0jj-^>u N j*J*J . Jt-gj^ O^jPJ ^Jlwlftl ^jP Jlj^JL aJp 0 

jv^Ls^jlx^ OjJ^i Nl LiLw-l ljtI^ . J->i J> 0 

oj-~Jb>- ^j JL>-jJl ^y> £o->- <_£r^ -T* * 4li : : ^ a ^ oU53Lj aJ&3 

jJJ . jliJJ 4_J[ jj^Jiujj jli^j jjlijj 0 j~3>cj C KOrjJU ^^ip 

^Jjb Ju t p g : U <ujji ^p aJIj^ jp f4-*-* cr^“ 

^JiL ^>jlJ ^ Jij . ^-go ^LSj 4 -r^' ^l*^' ^ 

^_p <._;|^p bU t £-w<a3-l *3 bjwO 33 p_^ 3*^ ^i *3^ 

*jJLgj ^-i-i dlli 3j-3> 11 j-*-U 01^ ^j lijj . ojjL>-Li oj-^-p JL^ 4ifcS 

jlSo c oa jt-^3 j->-j 3JI ^1p p^gJbol o oj^wL^c-j j-pr-^3.1 ^\ ^ g * g ^ ~jj 

^ g ./Qj t o3? ^^-aLIjj OoLS* L*5 <. 43-L^ jY-gJbxplj t IS:>U> I3 a j*-g->Lc| 


o\p j 



The People of Old Kuwait 


The people of old Kuwait, both men and women, are 
characterized by their modesty, honesty and deep faith in God 
and His prophets. They spoke little and listened carefully to 
others. The avoided gossip and talked about ships, pearl 
markets and such far places as Calicut and Zanzibar. If a 
stranger visited them, he would be invited to join them for a 
meal. The peoples’ natural good manners would prevent them 
from displaying any curiosity about him. When he asked about 
their city, only the eldest and most knowledgeable of them 
would answer; the rest would quietly listen to him, ready to help 
him if he expressed a need. 

In the afternoon, they would sit dignified in the shade of a 
house on a mat, talking to one another until the evening pray¬ 
ers were called. After performing their prayers in a nearby 
mosque, they visited friends in diwaniya and enjoyed a few 
cups of well-brewed coffee. They went home afterwards, had 
their dinner and slept peacefully. 
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Men of the City 





©N.M.M. 


3 jOi' ®JjLd' *J3-i JJp (j OjJiai— j L^rib-'jjj 04*iL?-j j- 4 

j ^L*J' jjCiLi ( j_j 4_ftJb- 4_u£ <—A-JaJJ' Jt-P j-4?Lj sJ_b jJ' ^ gla «<>ja tiCAii)' 

«i_a Ja_JfcJ' j_w3'Jl,P Jl_2“ j ^L_a)' ,j£Al_JJ' ^_<>b- ^yL_si I ®jl_ «j j_Pj OLi j)' 

Jl_Ss jJ ^*U>co ^^-b- O' -L*j ^ ^LP jjJli jJ' OLkjfiJ' j*_i 3_b-' Oj^aJl 

Jfi . JUyjJ' pVJ_ ft jLifl' ^_a C-J j£3' £ 4 jIj j-P -Uji' 3 j_*J C-J j£3' (J 4_sliLfl 

<L_jL*j 3—tf> yfi jl' ^3 j*j t j^aLai (3Lgi') <UjJul' ^j' j_1'j (4_Jp <_£-U' la..-.-J' 

•wVj 

About the men in this photograph, Alan Villiers wrote in 1939, “In the cool of 
the evening, a group of merchants recline in the shade to discuss the doings 
of dhows and the news of the world. Sandals discarded, headcloths turned 
back to catch the hot breaths of air set up by their small hand fans, they 
squat on mats. This group includes several nokhades (captains) from the 
East Africa trade. ” 
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jj—4_3 J.\ C—ioLtftJ « j»lJ 1 t_ a .jijji ^j-j j^Li jJjAJl j^-Lj jjjau 

'4 ft j g la> 5 j j . /?! ' (jj .Ci i(3 5j—*Jl «»« l ' L< (_j 5jj,_dlj 

J 3j «3ata .S,ll» d_!laPj ^—•'J C—Jj^sJ' J_aS ^LJj 4_?-jj! 

J aJL-ijV' «.LJs4 J_3 j_« 3jj_^aJl «JLa <U oJbM 

The famous Nasir Al-Bader was one of Kuwait's leading personalities as well 
as a notable pearl merchant. He looks handsome in his traditional costume. 
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S*'j_j» i \ ^ V* ^ C —l j^J' Jj_?cy jjJl3 jJ? jUoJiJ' d\S La~j 

^ LUl^ k a - ^ Jl <l~jLL J_^-^11 |JLa jJiifl 4_j«tpl3 3j_-iidl 4_?4 j-* 

CJl—^3 c4_Jlij j_a 1JLH jJaay j 4 Jj?- SL^-' yfcliao J^Lj ,j- A Jr~ a - y ’ 4-s^j «<L?o» 

.3j;_*il 4 taaih aiA 

The careful eyes of Alan Villiers did not miss this old Kuwaiti man sitting 
dignified on an outside bench while waiting for a visit from his friends. 
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O U l L d ^j-J 3*1 jjg—Lli Li ^L^-l L-S'i fr^ s> " OLjJ C~ij£j» OUuLLi ^ 

OL-S" L-a^ .A_i?l3 £__JjLlj C-ij£)' J ji-^a ^Ju^p j_4 j_^ls Lo J-Lail j_a Juu (^JJl 
J Ojj—^aJl ad_a J j giaij . jjj_ajS3l ^Lu/> jl «<JLJ‘>LiJl» 3-fljliaJ o*i' 3 -jLc 

ejpl_ ~j> j Obj_i d_ j' J,j j_Aj jjJ' ^yL»J' ^_c oyiJlj 4JjU^ 


The famous Kuwait dhow-builder Ahmad bin Salman was also one of the city 
notables.He is pictured here sitting in his dhow-building yard talking to his 
son and to one of his helpers. 
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JjjoJ! Njb . IfUl ^^J-p JJl j%-*j ^ S_4w*j jlSb o_> jSJl ^3 JjjjuJl j-^-W 

Li JjjoJl NjJj t c_> j_*J! *lil ^J-p J j «, <a4 -l ^3 ^j^jjj5Jl oUL^ ojOo>L 

oIjL*-^ *IJl*JI ^^JLp JjwaJ-l £tw^j t 4-^>w2Jlj A^pLoo'J I j*^Jlj^l oo^ 
. <>sj j^>j JjLo ^3 ^i>jSJI <jL~>)M lij (. Sjoo-a 

^j->-\ l^Jjblj ^Ul j^p oblp ^^^Lp bUi-S ^ ^ Jjj-oJl LI j~t^ 

^Jlp JLpL»j c j_>t_Jl j OojSJl oJ-wojJsl ii^Ui bib ^Ja3 Lob . A-A. \lJ>v~a 

jj>*. Jl JoLoj y ^jljjJlj (Jjliil obioli . LgOjj OjjSJI oi^ 

. j ^JLb CJl5 (JlJ-^VI pJa*-* blU-S 0»JAj t iojil Jobj 

JU_*/3 A-3jO- jJj . AjjJ-Jl Oj-J“l OjLj t ( j/ 2 ^-Jl y> (j^Ul J_pLjJ 

^boJi p-bji -+~>*-> jtJj * bij p-LsAs ojjSvJi y ipiw? ^^ip diUw> , yi 

dJJU cJLowJ t <uajSso j ^3 ^JLL^J'y ^j- 4 ^j- 5 ^ 0, ^- ft J^-*^ p-i*j 

. y?yj 'y SjLvO Lgjl J-A3 ^3 ojLdM JlxJj (, Oils' jl Apb^aJl 

^jOj pjj ^ (joooliaJlj ol^-i-U ilJo-Vlj f-lj^yi (_£*A-^ y*j c jj-Jl ^wL& bAJi-Sj 
Ooj5\Jl J-p ojJLaj ^ ■> .,<a tfllj JjLo- oLSw Jwxj ^Jj . 4jLIjj {Sj-^ A -~° 

(.4ibxJid^^b>-jjidibj(jj^ j-Hj ijjLs^jjjji p'lwd-Af'yi ^ijP^yi lijLo t^jjb^ojj 
. y JjjOJl jj-^J> Juu OjjSJI ^a 4 _LLwvw<JJ y dJL-ft pJj 
jjo jdSJl LJL>-i ao jSJl aj>c^JJI y^>- ; j^Ul Jip ooj-j>- wLJLaj j olilp cJL>-j 

l (jA»L a_P ^3 Co^^1 | 0 ) Jo- iJ-A JS' . AvO^I O^bJSvJl 

y LJ ,1a a 3 . jl j-JoLj 5jJL ^ g : lp oSJjl La ^1 j-LcJl ^Lj y 

JLo^j <. ^valil dJJJ j 1)jSJjJ c->LSJl ILa IaIjo ^Ji jj-v^Jl oLa axjlaJI oj j53l 
^^0 ^ ^Jl oLJ-1 O LJuJ . oJlJLajj AjLIojj Ail j-^1j Ajj-Oj t JLaLI j AjL^jj 

. wLo aJJI aoJ Sj>- j-^j sLLl <o oS jlJ c Lj 
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The Discovery of Oil in Kuwait 


With the discovery of oil in Kuwait in 1936 came tremendous 
changes and great benefits for its people. New jobs were 
created, new schools and hospitals were opened, and a great 
desalination plant was installed. All around the city new 
suburbs developed, incorporating new architectural styles. 
Cars replaced the humble donkey and efficient bicycle, and 
modern roads replaced the narrow streets and alleys. The end 
result of that discovery is prosperity. 

Unfortunately, much that was culturally valuable and interesting 
in Kuwait disappeared. One can no longer see the stately 
sailing booms along the waterfront nor hear the mariners’ 
songs. Now huge ocean liners dominate the Gulf waters and 
lofty buildings rose in the places of beautiful traditional homes. 
The city wall that was erected by the founding fathers to protect 
the city was also demolished; only the five main gates were left 
as a reminder of it. 

These are but some of the changes that oil has brought to 
Kuwait. The reader can judge by the photographs in this book 
whether the discovery of oil in Kuwait was a total blessing to its 
people. 
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The Advent of Oil Jji^ull 



j. (■ Jjju_.ll ^JUl ^ aaJ' ^L-adl ..a J ' —jJ' jb! \—»XS- 

<j J' fj * i5L-Jk tj-^i ^ c ^ ^ t ^Ljp «jy_Ljjj» i_ji3<_—)!—<V' 

SL_J-1 Ja_C ^^Jlpj ^ $au«U tjLi —> < gJ\ OijyeJl 'jjj-* 3 ? j' ' J-**$ C-ij£)' 

'*-- 1 ' rCll 1 .1 > Lai^jj_!l jj ^v-4 4_«j»jlall Sjj ./alt o JLa CJlT IJLJ .L^jj*^: IjjLS" 1 

. jL-sP^lj j-AhsII 3j_po LajsT! ^j 


l/W?er? S/ie//c Ahmad al-Jaber turned the silver valve to start the flow of oil 
from Kuwait to the British tanker Fusilier in 1946, few people realized the 
tremendous impact that oil would have on the lives of the Kuwaiti people and 
the future of their country. Once a small country of daring mariners and 
enterprising merchants, Kuwait today is a welfare state that depends on oil 
rather than the ocean for its growth and development. 
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jr 3^3*1—» <Jj' ifcj «jj_Ajijj3» A.. J lJajjJ' 3j?*bAJ 

> 

«L_Il J_>-b *'j « j>\— J' ft CJL-^ (j ;—v Sjj—^aJl «JL_» oa>i .C—ij£l' J Oliji JJb>- 

. > ^ i *V ^>l_£ s.L~* jj> s_.)yilb Cjj£!U i-A-lsV' 


The British oil tanker "Fusilier” was the first tanker to load crude oil from 
Kuwait Burgan Field in 1946. This is her photograph moored near Ahmadi 
pier waiting to be loaded with oil. 
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«Aia_Jl ihi j_a j*-J^ J—» <Jj-3 .4_uOll j-e jj—> f-Li (*-fc JU^- 

^Jl $-:iJoa 4—jU^- jj—J' *»*—a C-jjS 3' J-a' LiA; 

?j_t>j]l iJLa J__-> J UjaA3 


Demolishing the city wall that defended Kuwait from the desert invaders was 
the beginning of the end of life in the old city. Did these coolies consider the 
effort it took the faithful people of old Kuwait to build such a wall? 
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. AjJjJji-l oLa*J l 

. (<ul \ *\ — <Ljj jJl) 4 jJlLA 4JLo_P I 4jf 
, <ui jJLil frla lag-l- ^jUr_dJl frlpj I <« 

. ^S/l JjU» J^L* Jp Jk» J:: al^ 
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. j^Vi C V UI J^jli .^1 : v>r>r 

. J j^ll •>—iSj»*Jl aJlP JJaj (^jJl 3j_JL^ll frIjLflJl ! 
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• CH 5, (^b) • <^■•5 
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. frlijjl J^a3 J AolxJl ( j^j^Ail jJ ^^alll J Jl>-Jl l.^.—l.j (ao>-) ! 
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• C 5 ^b : l 5 J^ 
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. Ajj»xll loj ajTJJjJI Cj j£ll ^31j-^l Jj>-I ‘ jA\*/iW 
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. ^^1-1 1 _J• j}\^ 

. ^..Jl jl jJj i-jLi^>’ % yi Lgj ^Lj Jjs-L-JI ^jIp JJaj jb (j.^JI • 0 jl^ 

. Jo^Pxll Ja-wJ J ! A-P 

. ^ a **' l 5£l^Jjl Lgj iajjJ jLp I ^ 

. 4jjl oljjiaS (oUi^ll) ! ^AJ 

. Jjjl jl jLil : U L 1 JS’ 

. uiAvJ J jiil frUi ( _ 5 Jlp '(\y jLA ^ 

. SjIa^vJI <up!^JLII ^j-A^JI ^la**i ^ 1 p c->*)LsA>l^ll j oL>dJ 1 ^jli \ 0 ^iL» 

. ^jLtJI (Jjiil e-LiJJ j£ I (-jIpJ-a 

^jLlJl Jl Jjdl y* {y JjjJlj Jail *ll j oLi ^ 

. ^.JflJl frLil J frill A^i-zalj i*_Jiia frlpj \ JU»- 1 L* 

. \_waaJl y.A ! JJ ^- 4 

. Ja-LJl U J]Ij J-k-.JJ 0 Ja^5 ^ ^ J>w3 jp"b -1 AaAj 

. aJLsA? 5^lai AtJfc ^IaJlI jJJl ( Jai^l) I Jaaj 
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book. Of these in Kuwati, I would like to thank the Ministry of 
Information of Kuwait, The Kuwait Oil Company, The Ministry of 
Awqaf, and the Sadu House. My thanks should also extend to all 
the individuals who supplied this Center with some of their 
photographs that appear in this book, and in particular to the great 
artist of Kuwait, Ayoub Hussain, who agreed to let seven of his best 
paintings to be reproduced in this book. 

Outside Kuwait, I would like to thank in particular, the head 
of the Picture Research at the National Maritime Museum, 
Greenwich, for allowing many of the Museum images about old 
Kuwait to appear in this book. I would also like to thank the 
following: The Royal Geographical Society, The British Library, 
The Middle East Center of St. Antony’s College, Oxford, and the 
Russian Archives of Petersburg. 

This book is published in Arabic and English to make it 
accessible to the foreign reader both inside and outside Kuwait, 
whom I kindly advise to begin with the right hand-side of this 
book. 


It is hoped that this book will encourage other photograph 
collectors to supply this Center with other images of old Kuwait so 
that they can be reproduced in another edition of this book. 

Let us hope, finally, that this book may contribute to the 
better understanding of Kuwait and its people, and help in bringing 
the nations of the world a little closer together in their common 
march towards the future, a future which will be, I hope, full of 
peace, security, and trqnquility. 


PROF. DR. 

ABDULLA V. AL SHONAIM 
CENTER CHAIRMAN 
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I he Center for Research and Studies on Kuwait in its endeavor to 
prepare and publish studies related to the history of Kuwait and its 
national interests, exerts great efforts to nurture patriotism among 
its youth who are only aware of its present achievements and 
progress. 

The patriotism needed in this regard is that spirit exhibited by 
the fathers and mothers who lived in old Kuwait, and were always 
ready to defend its integrity and independence. It is the 
manifestation of their struggle to live a meaningful life; a life full of 
courage, patience, and endurance, be it in the open desert around 
them, or in the open sea in front of them. 

This book, therefore, attempts to highlight the different 
aspects of life in old Kuwait before the exportation of oil from its 
land to the industrial world; a life which in our rush to modernize 
it rendered it alien and obsolete. By publishing this book, therefore, 
the Center for Research and Studies on Kuwait aims at integrating 
in the mind of the young generation of Kuwait the life led by their 
fathers with the present one characterized by economic 
achievements and human development. 

It is hoped that the images portrayed in this book should help 
young men and women of Kuwait to be fairly aquainted with their 
country’s heritage; to take a trip in the past and witness part of 
their history unfolding itself in front of them through words and 
photographs. 

This book is the result of the continuous efforts by Dr. 
Yacoub Al-Hijji, an advisor at this Center to collect and edit a set of 
images that reveal vividly the spirit of old Kuwait, much sought 
after by the young generation of Kuwait today. 

This necessiated personal contacts with some photograph 
collectors as well as some government and private agencies and 
accademic institutions inside and outside Kuwait, who kindly 
agreed to let this Center reproduce some of their images in this 
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